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ABOVE: Tinka, a 10-year-old Chihuahua, looks at
the people touring from inside a gate of the Our
Companions Domestic Animal Sanctuary in Ashford
during the building's grand opening on Monday.
Standing behind her is volunteer Daryl Carbons.
ABOVE RIGHT: WTIC-FM deejay Damon Scott, left,
Our Companions board chairman Valerie Friedman,
center, and WFSB meteorologist Scot Haney, right,
hold the ribbon during the opening. RIGHT: Spunky
the cat sleeps on a bed near a window sill while
people tour the grounds.

Animals have a place to call home
Our Companions celebrates opening of new facility

By MICHELLE FIRESTONE
Chronicle Staff Writer

ASHFORD — In 2002, the animal-rescue
group Our Companions received a gift of 43
acres of land in Ashford from another animal
rescue group. Helping Paws.

Our Companions Chief Executive Officer
Susan Linker then had a dream to transform
the land, which housed three abandoned chick-
en coops and an egg processing plant, into an
animal sanctuary.

A decade later, that vision is a reality.

With the help of Zlotnick Construction of
Mansfield, the first rescue cottage, garage and
gazebo were built on 46 Fleeting Road with
construction completed this fall.

"This quaint little cottage here is quite an
improvement," Linker said.

At a ribbon-cutting ceremony Monday after-
noon, supporters celebrated the accomplish-
ment, including state Sen. Anthony Gug-
lielmo, R-Stafford Springs, members of the
Our Companions board of directors, WFSB
meteorologist Scot Haney and others in atten-

dance.
Guglielmo, who has been involved in the

project from the very beginning, said he was
pleased to see the progress that has been
made.

"I had my doubts," he said, noting that the
coops "looked like bunkers."

The goal of Our Companions is to provide
a temporary home for cats and dogs in need
of adoption and, hopefully, place them with
a family.
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Those who are interested in
dropping off an animal should
make arrangements with the
office ahead of time.

A helpline is set up through
which staff and volunteers
respond to animal-related con-
cerns seeking support, resource
and guidance for their animal-
related needs.

In addition to individuals bring-
ing their animals, cats and dogs
are also brought to the sanctu-
ary from various animal control
facilities.

Currently, there are seven staff
members and nearly 200 volun-
teers working for Our Compan-
ions.

U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal,
D-Conn., was unable to be pres-
ent at the ceremony, but sent a
certificate of appreciation to Our
Companions.

Work is just beginning with 16
additional rescue cottages being
built over the next five to seven
years, half for dogs and half for
cats.

The total cost of all work at the
site, including the projects that
have already been completed, will
be $5 million, according to Our
Companions.

While those involved with the
project are pleased to see prog-
ress, they recognize it has been
challenging.

"Now we knew this undertak-
ing would be hard," said Greg
Zlotnick, president of Zlotnick
Construction, the project's gen-
eral contractor. "Did we know
how hard? No."

Ground was broken for the
project in 2006, kicking off the
demolition of three dilapidated
buildings at the site.

In addition to the building
demolition, the site had to be
cleaned up, a $300,000 project.

According to Our Companions,
cleanup involved the removal
of 70 tons of contaminated soil,
asbestos, batteries, refrigerators,
a 275-gallon oil tank, a 400-gal-
lon oil tank, an abandoned car, a
2,000-gallon underground storage

tank, a chicken incinerator, oil
barrels and tar.

"It was a den of death," said
Haney, who donated $2,000
toward the project Monday.

Haney met Linker in 1999 when
he did a story on the Connecticut
Humane Society, where she was
working at the time.

"I'm so proud of you," he said.
Residents in the first cottage

arrived in September.
Two more cottages will be built

during the next phase of the proj-
ect, beginning in early 2013. This
phase will cost $700,000.

Nearly half of those funds have
already been raised.

When completed, the cottages
will house more than 350 animals
at any one time.

"To be perfectly blunt, the more
we can build, the more (animals)
we can save," said Zlotnick.

Each cottage will be set up like
a regular house, with a kitchen
and other rooms for the cats to
lounge around.

Constant attention will be given

to the feline and canine residents
throughout the day, with cameras
set up inside the facility so that
staff and volunteers can monitor
the animals at home.

Individuals will also care for
them at the cottage throughout
the day.

"It's very important to us that
our animals feel like they're in a
home already," said Laura Jordan,
who gave a tour of part of the
cottage.

Jordan is the operations manag-
er of the sanctuary and a member
of the Our Companions Domestic
Animal Sanctuary Director's
Circle, a group comprised of for-
mer members of the board of
directors.

For more information or to make
a donation, visit www.ourcom-
panions.org or call its office in
Bloomfield at (860) 242-9999.
The sanctuary does not accept
walk-in animal drop-offs, but the
office should be contacted to dis-
cuss options. Adoptions can also
be made by contacting the office.
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