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Sanctuary Plan Motivates'fuiimal Lady'
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 81

Linker, 30, who was working
in fund-raising for t}te Ameri-
can Red Cross at the time, found-
ed Our Companions in May
2002. She developed a proposal
for the sanctuary and emerged
the winner after submitting it to
the Helping Paws board of direc:
tors.

"It was the best and worstmo-
ment of my life," she said. "I quit
my job andjumped in."

Some who had already con-
tributed to the Helping Paws
sanctuary effort have ques-
tioned what happened to their
money, including some who do
nated $U5 with the understand-
ing that it would provide a sec-
tion of sanctuary fencing with a
commemorative plaque. Rend
Knapp, president of Helping
Paws, said the organization
spent the contributions on the
sanctuary as promised. But
rather than buying fencing, the
organization paid $11,000 in
back taxes owed to the town of
AsMord and spent an additional
$9.000 on an environmental
cleanup of the former eggfarm.
She said she still expects that 30
plaques that were purchased
willbe used atthe sanctuary.

"Someday those plaques will
go up," she said.

As for Linker, Knapp said,
some people are put on Earth to
save people, and others are here
tosaveanimals.

"It's lucky for the animals
that they have Susan," Knapp
said.

Linker, who drew a salary of
about $12,500 frorn Our Compan-
ions last year, said the focus of
tlre group is to end the need for
euthanasia by keeping pets
from becoming homeless or end-
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MAGIC KITTY cuddles up to rescuer Susan Linker at Linker's Bloom-
field,hnrme- Linker heads the Connecticut Animal Welfare Feder'
ation.
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ing up in shelters.
It's an ambitious project, con-

ceived as a 10-year, three-phase
undertaking that, when com-
plete, will offer a park where
dogs can run unleashed, a low-
cost neutering clinic, an adop-
tion center, hiking trails and
specially consbucted housing
for dogs and cats.

Clinic, Training
By offering a spaying and neu-

tering clinic ard trainlng pro-
grams that forge good relation-
ships between pets and owners,
Linker believes much of the
homeless animal population
can be reduced. Then, any re-
maining animals can be han-
dted by other animal welfare
groups and the proposed sanctu-
ary, which is scheduled to com-
plete its first $2 miJlion phase of
construction and open in 2006.

Another key element ih re-
ducing the number of homeless
animals was persuading the

various animal rescue groups
across the state to begin work-
ing together, Linker said.

"This has been attempted and
failed miserably before," Linker
sAid. "The reality is that the
groups are together on a lot of
the issues, but there's always
that 10 percent disagreement
thatkeeps them apart."

But by using tlte same ap-
proach of small, focused steps
being used on the sanctuary
plan, the Connecticut Animal
Welfare Federation is about to
celebrate its first anniversary.

The federation includes 14
animal welfare groups from
across the state, and Linker is
its president.

Linker said she hopes to add
another four or five groups by
the time the federation meets its
goal of having a statewide con-
ference nextfall.

Linker said tle federation
also is working to compile a list
of all nonprofit animal welfare

groups in Connecticut, which
she estimates number between
125 and L50.

Goals
Cheryl Defilippo is co-foun-

der and vice president of the fed-
eration and president of t}te
Greater New Haven Cat Project.
Defilippo said the federation's
aim is to provide an advocacy
network that willlead to legisla-
tion that protects all pets and re-
duces the number of homeless
animals in Connecticut. At the
same time, no individual animal
welfare group will lose its
autonomy, she said.

"It's going to work for us be-
cause organizations want to
come together, set aside their
differences and work for a com-
mon goal," she said. "You have
tofocus on the animals."

Defitippo also is confident
' that Linker will make t}te Ash-

ford sanctuary a realiW.
"She's a wonderful advocate

foranimals, Defilippo said, "and
she has the abil$ to listen to
everyone and find commonal-
itv."

Knapp, who said her organi-
zation is not currently in tle fed-
eration but supports its efforts,
agreed that the key is working
togetler.

"We put our egos aside on the
Iand. If we can do that, other or-
ganizations should be able to,"
she said. "We need to under-
stand and appreciate each other.
We all wantthe same thing, just
differently."

Donations for the proposed
sarrctuary may be sent to Our
Companians Domestir Animal
Sanctuary, P.O. Box 673,
Blaomfteld, CT 060A2 Formnre
informntion, call 86G242-9999.


