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Animal Sanctuary
Gompany location: Bloomfield and
Ashford
Residence: Bloomfield

Garcer Highlights:
In addition to founding Our Com-

panions Domestic Animal Sanctuary in
2002, I enjoyed an eight-year-long
career at the Connecticut Humane Soci-
ety, where I worked from a kennel posi-
tion to become the public relations direc-
tor and the assistant director offinan-
cial development. I was also involved in
the creation ofthe Humane SocieQy's pet
hospital, Fox Memorial Clinic.

I also worked at the American Red
Cross, where, within one year, I was
promoted to manager offinancial devel-
opment. During this time,I faced the
tremendous challenge ofnavigating the
chapters' disaster response fund-rais-
ing efforts in the wake of Sept. 11.

Gommunity Uolunteerism Highlights:
I am an active volunteer with Tails

ofJoy, a pet-assisted therapy organiza-
tion where I work with my beautiful
therapy dog, Abi, who provides hope
and delight to seniors and those suffer-
ing from such illnesses as Alzheimels
and leukemia. I am also a volunteer
with the American Red Cross and the
Connecticut AIDS Residence Coalition.
In addition, I provide canine behav-
ioral training and pet behavior con-
sulting for pet owners seeking solu-
tions to their pet-related challei-rges.

Biggest $uccess:
My biggest success to date is the

founding of Our Companions Domestic
Animal Sanctuary with my business
partner, Marie Jolmer. In two short
years, I established our nonprofit sta-
tus for the organization, legally pro-
cured a donation of 43 acres of land for
the sanctuary site, and enlisted a team
of volunteers and donors who were
ready, willing and able to help achieve
the organization's goal of eliminating
euthanasia in the state of Connecticut.

0rcan Job:
I have already begun to realize my

dream career by founding an organi-
zation that is a leader in the move-
ment to end the unnecessarSr euthana-
sia of pets in Connecticut.

Businessperson Vou Most Admire:
Robin Roberhson Starr, president of

the Richmond, Va., Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA),
became outraged by the unnecessary
euthanasia ofhealthy pets and created
a plan to make Richmond the nation's
first "no-kill city." Within five years, she
transformed an organization with a
100-year history of destroying pets into
a national model for animal welfare. In
the first eight months of the program,
morethan 1.100 animals were saved.
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