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I am honored to serve as the first Board 
Chair of Our Companions Domestic Animal 
Sanctuary, especially now at such an exciting 
point in our journey.  

We are proud of the ground-breaking work 
we have done in the community and the 
thousands of lives we’ve saved through our 
unique programs, but we recognize that the 
promise of building the state’s first domestic 
animal sanctuary is the centerpiece of Our 
Companions. And now, after eight years 
of challenges and victories, set-backs and 

accomplishments, we’re on the cusp of 
honoring the promise we made to you, and 
the community, by making this shared dream 
a reality.

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank you 
— thank you for your financial support, your 
volunteerism, your advocacy, and your belief 
in our vision to change the way animals are 
considered and cared for in Connecticut.  

Many of you have been with us since the early 
days, when few fully understood our vision.  
You stood by us during the depths of the 
recession, allowing us to meet the heightened 
demands placed upon us by the community.  

We know there are countless organizations 
vying for your support,  and we are grateful that 
you have chosen to make Our Companions a 
priority.  Simply put, we could not have arrived 
at this transformative moment without your 
ambassadorship and investment.  

As our journey continues and the sanctuary 
materializes one phase at a time, I look 
forward to celebrating with you every step 
of the way.  We are so glad that you are 
part of this organization – part of the Our 
Companions family.
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No Kill Heroes by Mary deManbey

Devoted People Caring for Senior and Special-Needs Pets

In the last decade, it was estimated that 
250,000,000 companion animals were 
killed in American shelters alone – roughly 
equivalent to the U.S. human population in 
1991. (Source – nokillnow.com)

Given that there are numerous challenges to 
finding homes for the roughly eight million 
cats and dogs abandoned in shelters every 
year, drastic changes must happen to reverse  
this trend.

Gratefully, there are heroes and heroines 
among us who are making a dent in those 
numbers – those pet lovers who adopt 
companion animals many would consider 
unadoptable due to their age or as a result of 
serious illness. 

Jennifer Jasensky is one of those heroines. 
Clarabelle was the first senior cat she 
adopted, who, in her mid-to-late teens, was 
slated to be euthanized. 

“Clarabelle battled pancreatitis, high blood 
pressure, ringworm, bartonella, heart 
murmur, a urinary tract infection, stomatitis, 
many upper respiratory infections, kidney 
disease, and an ear infection,” Jennifer 
said. To top it off, an X-ray revealed that 
Clarabelle had been previously shot with a 
BB gun. Despite these myriad complications, 
Jennifer emphatically states, “It can easily 
be said that Clarabelle’s last few years were 
undoubtedly her happiest.”

One of the biggest loves of Jennifer’s life is 
Tucker. He was 13 when she adopted him, 
and on the first day she noticed he began 
eating sideways. What followed was a series 
of infections that wouldn’t heal, which 
eventually led to a diagnosis of diabetes. 
“I was crushed,” Jennifer said. “We had 
a diabetic cat when I was a teenager who 
used to end up in the emergency room with 
seizures. I would worry all the time if Tucker 
was going to have a seizure.”

Regardless of her concern over emergency 
room visits with Tucker, Jennifer said there 
was never a question of her not keeping him. 
What she did have to do was learn how to 
care for a diabetic cat. She learned how give 
daily insulin injections and also learned how 
to use a human glucometer to test Tucker’s 
blood sugar levels, which she does by taking 
a small blood sample from his ear. 

While caring for a diabetic cat can seem 
overwhelming at first, Jennifer soon 
discovered there are a number of support 

groups ready and willing to advise pet 
owners on how to best care and cope with 
their diabetic companion animal. She 
recommends websites such as Felinediabetes.
com or Diabeticcatcare.com. These sites 
provide a wealth of resources, and forum 
members are happy to offer their knowledge 
on feline diabetes, advice on managing 
the disease, as well as ongoing support. If 
needed, an owner may be able to obtain 
some financial assistance for initial diabetic 
supplies through an organization called 
Diabetic Cats in Need.

Jennifer Jasensky and her senior cat, Clarabelle.     
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“There were so many people willing to help 
me,” Jennifer said. “I was told how to do the 
home testing, and was taught about proper 
nutrition. Just like humans, it’s possible 
to go off the insulin with the proper food. 
For people new to feline diabetes, getting 
a nearby mentor helps as well. I have 
personally mentored a half-dozen people 
who live close by. In addition, through the 
web forum on Felinediabetes.com, I can 
mentor hundreds of folks with the help of so 
many others who deal with feline diabetes 
day in, and day out, with their own cats.”

 “It looks like it’s going to be life altering to 
give shots to your cat twice a day, but it’s 
really not as hard as people think,” Jennifer 
added. “You can still go out in the evening, 
you can still have a life, go on vacations 
and have someone watch your cat. Your life 
isn’t over. There are thousands of people 
out there on these diabetic cat care message 
boards who can help 24 hours a day all 
around the world.”

When asked if she thinks she’s a hero, 
Jennifer unequivocally says her cats are the 
heroes (she has seven cats in all, three of 
whom are diabetic). 

“These cats have come from different 
backgrounds from who knows where,” 
Jennifer said. “They all live here happy,  
they don’t fight or give me a hard time  
when it comes time for testing or meds.  
Everything about them is perfect. Lilly 
Grace, my cat that can’t walk due to her 
Cerebellar Hypoplasia, has no clue she can’t 
walk, and she’s the alpha female of the house 
who holds court. They deserve to have a 
good home to live out their golden years.”

Jennifer admits that it’s difficult to let go of 
senior cats with serious illnesses who may be 
at the end of their lives. 

“Your heart breaks more often but it’s a  
good thing because you give your whole 
heart. You get peace from them; it changes 
you. I had no idea that these cats would help 
me change how I feel about humans with 
special abilities. Now when I see a person in 
a wheel chair, I admire them and what they  
go through because I know what my cats  
go through.”

For more information about the organization 
Diabetic Cats in Need visit http://fdmb-cin.
blogspot.com/

Living with Feline Leukemia Cats

Sometimes a dog person can become a cat 
person – especially if the cat is named Zuzu. 
Debbie Anger, who owns two dogs, thought 
adopting ZuZu would be a good way for her 
to venture into cat ownership. 

“I loved her story,” Debbie said. “I had  
never had a cat before, and I had it in my 
head that cats were aloof. I just wanted to 
give her the best home that I could. She 
ended up being the most wonderful thing 
in the whole world.”

Zuzu, who was eventually named Cricket, 
lived two years with virtually no health 
problems, despite the fact she was diagnosed 
with Feline Leukemia. Since then, Debbie has 
adopted five cats – all with Feline Leukemia. 
Why does she do it, knowing they may not 
live a long life? 

“I made a promise to myself that if I’m going 
to keep doing this, I have to be grateful for 
the time that I have with them,” Debbie said. 
“It’s almost like they know that they’re sick 
and they seem so grateful and more loving.”

Debbie says it’s important to find a 
veterinarian who is open to many options, 

No Kill Heros, continued

Facts about Diabetic Cats
•  Can be insulin or noninsulin  

dependent, depending on whether  
the disease is type 1 or type 2

•  Like human diabetes, occurs when not 
enough insulin is produced by the body 
to maintain proper blood sugar levels

•  Increased thirst, water intake,  
lethargy, poor grooming, having trouble 
jumping, and frequent urination are 
classic symptoms

•  With proper care and food 
management, diabetic cats can lead 
relatively long lives

•  More common in older cats and more 
frequently with neutered males

Source:  Petwav

Tucker, one of Jennifer’s diabetic cats, is now 18 years of age and gorgeous.
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Facts about  
Feline Leukemia Cats

•  Can’t be transmitted to people,  
or other animals other than cats

•  Passed on to other cats via saliva,  
blood, feces or urine

•  Common symptoms – decreased 
appetite, low energy, frequent thirst and 
urination, blood in stools, anemia, fever

•  Grooming and fighting are common  
ways cats can become infected

•  Rate for outdoor cats contracting the 
disease can be as high as 30-40%

• 85% die within three years of diagnosis

Source:  WebMD

No Kill Heros, continued

as some may be quick to recommend 
euthanasia. She’s observed that some 
veterinarians won’t go “the extra mile even 
when the cat is healthy [otherwise].” 

Debbie says she will continue to adopt  
Feline Leukemia cats. 

“I give them some extra time that they might 
not have had, I keep that perspective. Even 
though it’s heartbreaking, I keep hoping 
there will be medical breakthroughs. Until 
Feline Leukemia manifests itself, a cat can be 
very healthy, and you would never know  
the difference.”

The journey for Debbie has produced a 
mixture of emotions. She’s another one of 
those heroines, though, who will continue to 
adopt the seemingly unadoptable, because 
—she believes—she receives so much more  
in return. 

Debbie Anger and Tulip, one of the many leukemia positive cats she rescued.        

Snowball
Hi, my name is Snowball and I used to live and 
wander around the streets until this sweet  girl 
started caring for me. That street life is for the 
birds! 

I’m about 5 yrs old and even though I’m FIV 
positive, I am healthy and have lots of love to 
give.  All I need is regular vet check-ups to make 
sure I continue to stay nice and healthy! 

I’m waiting for my dream home with loving 
people who can appreciate my sweet, cute, 
calm personality. Oh, did I mention that I was 
cute? I have the nicest oval eyes and I’m sure to 
make you smile when I look up and gaze at you. 
Contact: vanessa@ourcompanions.org

You can be a hero too.  Snowball and Max are ready for their forever homes!

Find the perfect addition to your family at www.OurCompanions.org !

Max
Max is a very handsome man. His 
owners gave up on him and left him 
outside 24/7 with no love or attention. 
He essentially was left outside while 
his owners starved him and waited for 
him to die. 

Thankfully he was rescued and Max is 
not planning on dying anytime soon.  
He is a sweet guy who just wants a 
warm bed to sleep in and a family to 
love him. Max is a senior, and seems 
to be hard of hearing, but still has lots 
of spunk left in him. Max loves other 
dogs and really doesn’t seem to mind 
cats at all. 

Please give this awesome guy a chance! 

Please call 860-344-3298 for more info.  
GPetras@MiddletownCTPolice.com
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Who is Taking Care of Me? by Jennifer Barrows 
Ensuring the Well-Being of Your Pet When You are Away

It’s every pet owner’s nightmare. How many 
of us leave our animal companions in the care 
of a pet sitter and assume that everything is 
being taken care of? One pet owner recently 
learned that such services are not always 
reliable. She returned after a 12-day trip in 
Italy to find that the professional pet sitting 
service she hired had never come to take care 
of her two dogs while she was away.

Imagine the shock, heartache, and anger this 
pet owner experienced when she entered her 
home to find two extremely ill pets. Imagine 
her angst as she rushed them for emergency 
medical care in an effort to save them from 
what had become a dire situation. For the 
first few days, it looked as though one of her 
two dogs wouldn’t survive. In the end, he 
did, although he suffered permanent kidney 
damage resulting from lack of food and 
water for nearly two weeks.

Memories of this pet owner’s lovely 
European trip are now tarnished with 
agonizing guilt of how her dogs  
suffered each and every one of those days 
she vacationed. 

Pet owners never like leaving their pets 
behind, so when they do, they do their best 
to hire someone they hope will reliably care 
for their animal companions. Unfortunately, 
due diligence in hiring what appears to be a 
good pet sitting service may not be enough 
of a guarantee of a good outcome. As this 
pet owner pointed out, even if you’ve had a 
good experience with a pet sitter in the past, 
as was the case in her situation, there is no 
guarantee they will always be reliable. 

In her case, the service declined a house 
visit just prior to the trip to discuss details, 
requesting instead that she leave a note with 
details. Although the pet owner also made 
a confirmatory phone call to the pet sitting 
service the week before her trip, she believes 
there might have been a better outcome if 
an agreement had been made in writing. 

Regardless of how reliable your pet sitter 
may have been in the past, she recommends 
asking a trusted neighbor, friend or relative 
to also stop in for a visit as a backup. 

Kim Thomas, co-owner of West Hartford 
Pet Sitters, LLC, urges clients of animals 
with special needs to check in frequently 
with their pet sitting service during their 
time away. This is particularly important for 
elderly or very young pets, as well as animals 
with diabetes, hyperthyroid or any serious 
medical condition. 

“This is an area where pet owners really still 
need to share responsibility for the care of 
their animals, even while they are away,” 
said Thomas. “Making periodic calls to the 
pet sitting service is just a precaution in most 
cases, but sometimes checking in really helps 
– for instance, a pet owner might remember 
something important that we should be on 
the lookout for and that may come up during 
the course of a routine call.”

Critter Sitters, LLC, of Newington, co-owners 
Tim Reed and Susan Osborne maintain 

What to Look for in a Pet Sitting Service: 
 •  Obtain written confirmation of dates and details

 •  Request proof of bonding and insurance

 •  Confirm employee background checks are conducted

 •  Meet the pet sitter in person and confirm that the same person  
will visit each day

 • Ascertain other services included 

 •  Look for pet sitters trained in animal First Aid 

 •  Review policies and procedures carefully

 •  Ask about back-up plan in case of pet sitter illness or accident
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that pet sitting is about more than taking 
excellent care of pets. Thomas agrees. Both 
services go above and beyond for their 
clients and pay close attention to the house 
and property as well. 

Osborne emphasizes the “extras” that a 
good pet sitting service will offer. “Taking 
in the mail each day, bringing in packages 
from the doorstep, taking out the garbage 
on garbage night, and alternating lights on 

and off all make the house less of a target 
for would-be vandals who may be casing 
the neighborhood for signs of homeowners 
being away,” she said. 

Be wary of pet sitters who charge for an 
initial interview, and pay close attention 
to how your pets react when meeting a 
potential pet sitter. Try to ascertain how 
large the business is; ideally it should be 
small enough to provide proper attention 

to clients. Steer clear of any service that 
cannot offer consistent and individualized 
attention or seems to have what may be an 
unmanageable client load.

In closing, Osborne says, “Look for 
a comprehensive service and, most 
importantly, trust your instincts when 
choosing a pet sitter – as a person who loves 
animals, you know compassion when you 
see it.”

Who is Taking Care of Me?, continued

Checklist for Pet Owners:
 •  Leave contact information at your  

veterinarian’s office, along with a letter 
authorizing medical treatment 

 •  Set out supplies (food, medications, treats, 
dishes, leash, litter, etc.)

 •  Leave detailed notes for any issues  
of concern

 •  Leave a number where you can be 
reached, along with contact info for 
someone who can help if you are not 
reachable 

 • Check in via text, email or phone 

 • Keep several lights on inside 

 •  Place several bowls of water throughout 
the house

 •  Leave instructions and a watering can for 
plants and/or garden

Purrs and Kisses 
to Liberty Tax Services in Manchester, 
Cats Limited Veterinary Hospital, and 
The Inspiration Station in Stafford 
Springs, for hosting Feral Cat Food 
Drives for Our Companions this 
winter. Special thanks to everyone who 
contributed food and feral cat shelters.

To host a food drive, or learn more 
about how you can help feral cats, 
please contact Laura Jordan at  
Laura@OurCompanions.org or  
call her at 860-242-9999, ext. 318.
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Technically Speaking by Lyn T. Garson, CVT 
Diabetic Cat Dilemmas 

Take a peek in your refrigerator. Or perhaps 
in the fruit bowl on your kitchen counter. 
What you are looking for is an orange, 
or even a grapefruit—but not to eat. In 
the veterinary hospital, a ripe orange or 
grapefruit is often used for teaching clients 
how to give insulin injections when their cats 
are newly diagnosed with diabetes. And it is 
not as difficult as you may think.

Diabetes Mellitus is a disease in which no 
insulin (Type 1, in dogs), or not enough 
insulin (Type II, usually in cats) is produced, 
resulting in high levels of glucose (sugar) 
in the blood. Diabetic cats typically eat 
excessively yet lose weight—even though 
many are still obese—and will drink and 
urinate more frequently. It is also common 
to see urinary tract infections in cats with 
diabetes, due to high sugar content of 
the urine creating prime conditions for 
bacterial growth in the bladder. Blood and 
urine sample testing, along with a physical 
examination by a veterinarian, are used to 
accurately diagnose diabetes. 

Just as with people, insulin treatment and 
monitoring, along with a balance of proper 
diet and exercise, will help regulate blood 
glucose levels. Good regulation early in the 
course of diagnoses and treatment are key. 
The optimum diet for diabetic cats is a low-
carbohydrate high protein food, available 
in either dry or canned varieties. Soft-moist 
food should be avoided since many brands 
contain sugar as a preservative. Exercise can 
be achieved with fishing pole type interactive 
cat toys, a game of laser pointer (never shine 
directly in cat’s eyes), or by tossing balls or 

toys for your cat to chase. 

Diabetes can actually be reversed in some 
cats or may be mild enough to control 
via oral medication. Most cats, however, 
require a twice-a-day insulin injection to 
control symptoms and manage the disease. 
The physical act of giving their own pet an 
injection is what scares clients the most about 
their cat being diagnosed with diabetes. It is 
also the biggest barrier to those who wish to 
adopt a cat with diabetes. And this is where 
the orange comes in.

At the hospital, under the direction of a 
veterinarian or veterinary technician, clients 
first practice giving injections to an orange. 
This helps them gain confidence in proper 
handling of both bottle and syringe, drawing 
out the correct amount of solution (saline 
during practice), and finally injecting the 
orange. Clients practice the entire procedure  
repeatedly until they feel totally comfortable. 
Next, clients practice on their cat. Cats have 
lots of loose skin covering their body. There 

is a layer of open space directly beneath 
the skin, and above the muscles, called the 
subcutaneous layer. This space is the area 
where the injections are given. Pinching the 
cat’s scruff, and pulling up the skin, forms 
a triangular tent-like shape into which the 
injection is administered. 

After the initial fear subsides, clients 
are often surprised at how easy it is 
to administer insulin once they begin 
performing the daily treatments at home. 
Cats are generally very tolerant to receiving 
insulin due to the small amount injected 
through a thin tiny needle. 

Frequent follow-up appointments for 
periodic blood testing is ongoing with 
diabetic patients, so some clients even go 
another step further by purchasing an at-
home hand-held glucose monitor kit. There 
are several veterinary-specific models to 
choose from which are simple to use, and 
require only a single drop of blood taken 
from the rim of the cat’s ear. This procedure 
can also be easily learned at the hospital.

Ongoing monitoring and communication 
with your veterinarian and/or technician 
are key to managing diabetes. Although 
diabetic cats require life-long treatment, they 
can still enjoy a good quality of life. If you 
are considering adopting a diabetic cat, or 
if your present cat is ever diagnosed with 
diabetes, just remember to pick up an orange 
on your way to the veterinary hospital.

Technically Speaking is written by Certified Veterinary Technician,  
Lyn T. Garson, to address basic information on animal health issues and  
how they needn’t be barriers to adopting a great pet.

To submit a question for consideration in a future edition  
of  Technically Speaking,  call us at 860-242-9999, ext. 301,  
or e-mail editor@ourcompanions.org.

Technically Speaking
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Andrea Baranyai is an Our Companions board member and one of our 
animal welfare professionals. She specializes in the placement of cats with 
FIV. In this regular feature, she helps others with the most complex  
cat conundrums.

To submit a question for consideration in a future edition  
of  The Scoop,  call us at 860-242-9999, ext. 301,  
or e-mail editor@ourcompanions.org.

The Scoop by Andrea Baranyai 
Behavior Problems – When to Re-Home & When to Step Up and Get Help from OC

Feline behavioral problems can be very 
frustrating and leave you at the end of your 
rope. Getting to the root of the issue and 
understanding what caused the behavior, 
in most cases, is all you need to get back 
on track. Yes, that’s much easier said than 
done! Let’s start by looking at the two most 
common feline behavioral issues – urine 
marking and aggression. 

Urine marking, commonly called “spraying,” 
occurs when a cat feels stressed or anxious 
and is an attempt to mark his/her territory. 
If you have a cat who has recently started 
marking, ask yourself some questions:

•  Is there a new animal either in the home,  
or hanging around outside?

• Is there a new baby or family member?

•  Did I change something in the 
environment (rearrange furniture,  
move to a new place)?

For urine marking situations, the best place 
to start is with a medical exam and urine 
sample to rule out an infection, or other 
medical issues. Once your cat’s health checks 
out fine then it is time to consider some 
modifications. A couple of quick easy things 
to try include changing the litter type (ie. 
clay, Yesterday’s News® or a wheat formula) 
and litter box location. Newly adopted cats 
may be used to a completely different form 
of litter, and a simple adjustment back to 
what they know, could solve this problem 
immediately. As for litter box location—
think private, quiet and accessible. Be sure 

older cats have litter boxes with sides low 
enough to easily gain entry. 

Urine marking can be very upsetting and 
may lead an owner to believe re-homing is 
the best option. Simply stated, it is not – if 
you don’t want your peeing cat, neither 
will anyone else! Getting to the root of the 
problem will be essential if you want to 
eliminate (no pun intended) this behavior. 
Re-homing a peeing cat will cause more 
stress and anxiety leading to continued 
and increased marking behavior in his/her 
new home. A new home is less likely to be 
tolerant, increasing the cats’ likelihood of 
being euthanized simply for being stressed. 

This is the time for you to step up and 
find a way to ease the stress of your feline 
companion. Don’t give up hope—Our 
Companions has a “Cat Peeing Specialist,” 
Jon Phillips, on the Helpline who can help 
you identify why your cat is marking, and 
offer solutions to put an end to marking once 
and for all! 

The second most common behavioral issue 
in cats is aggression. Aggression towards 
people, children, other cats or dogs can be 
common if the feline hasn’t been socialized 
with others. It’s important to look at what 
is triggering aggression—was it a rushed 
introduction to a new animal? If so, this is 
not a reason to re-home or not move forward 
with the new addition. Introductions take 
time. Our Companions has step-by-step 
instructions on transitioning new animals 
into your home, as well as how to properly 
do introductions. 

Does your feline bite or get upset after 
petting? Many cats don’t like areas of their 
bodies touched (back end, stomach, toes) 
and will “lash out” if you try to pet them 
there or if they become over-stimulated. 
Respect is important—accepting that they 
are not comfortable with being handled in 
those areas will keep you from getting bit or 
scratched. Aggressive pouncing and stalking 
may be signs of boredom. Using interactive 
toys (fishing pole style) will help you expend 
some of their energy while remaining at 
a safe distance. These are “normal” cat 
behaviors that can usually be managed with 
some simple training techniques and re-
homing is not usually recommended. 

Animals and children can be a wonderful 
combination, however if you are 
experiencing feline aggression toward young 
children, re-homing may be an appropriate 
solution. Preparation is key when it comes to 
a new baby and an existing feline. 

Our Companions believes that sometimes 
re-homing an animal is the right choice. 
But when it’s not, there are many solutions 
we can offer to resolve the problems. For 
assistance with urine marking, aggression, 
preparing your home and cat for a new 
arrival, or any other behavioral issue, please 
contact Our Companions at 860-242-9999 or 
helpline@ourcompanions.org. We are here to 
help with advice, solutions and placement—
just ask!  

The Scoop
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Our Companions News & Events
Our Companions Reaches Capital Campaign Goal! Construction will Begin in 2011.

As previously reported, Our Companions 
Board Chair Valerie Friedman and her sister, 
Lida Orzeck, helped Our Companions 
launch the critical first phase of our Home 
for Good Capital Campaign by establishing 
a $100,000 challenge in late 2009. While we 
were given until the end of 2010 to meet this 
challenge, we were able to achieve it in just 3 
months! By the spring of 2010, we had raised 
$200,000 towards our $1,000,000 goal.

Fortunately, we were able to sustain this 
momentum, and thanks to the generosity of 
those listed below, we raised the funds needed 
for the first phase of the capital campaign! 

We are delighted to report that we will begin 
construction on the first rescue cottage in 
2011. This shared dream of building New 
England’s first domestic animal sanctuary and 
rescue center—a dream that has captured the 
imagination of our community—will finally 
become a reality.

The rescue cottage will be practical and 
functional, creating the cage-free, comfortable, 
home-like environment necessary for the 
mental and emotional health, socialization 
and rehabilitation of the resident animals.

The cottage will also serve as an adoption 
center, providing an inviting and warm 
environment for people to meet and fall in 
love with their new family companion.

While subsequent phases will offer species-
specific housing, this two-level home 
will combine canine and feline living in 
one structure (dogs on one level; cats on 
another) saving over 180 cats and dogs from 
euthanasia each year. Eventually, once the 
other cottages are constructed, it will become 
the sanctuary’s caretaker home.

A $4,000,000 campaign for the subsequent 
phases including the construction of 16 
additional cottages as well as a rescue and 
training center, off-leash dog-park and 
hiking trails, will begin immediately after  
the first phase is constructed.

Each rescue cottage will serve as a cage-free 
home-like environment to provide the best 
transition possible for the resident animals.

The donors listed below, in alphabetical order, gave a gift of over $1,000 to the Home for Good Capital Campaign.

Anonymous (2)
Mr. Samuel and Mrs. Janet Bailey
Bank of America 
Ms. Gail Billet and Ms. Mia Sullivan
Ms. Jennifer Carter
Mr. Brian and Mrs. Kimberly Chagnon
Mr. Ronald and Mrs. Nancy Compton
Mr. Walter and Mrs. Julie Cromwell
Ms. Maria R. Das Neves and Mr. Frank Hawkins
Ms. Pamela J. Dowling and Mr. James T. Healey
Ms. Gale Epstein
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Ms. Paula Fischer and Mr. Jeff Durham
Ms. Patricia Foley
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Linda Forrester

Foundation for the Carolinas
Ms. Valerie Friedman
Ms. Diana Garfield
Mr. Ian and Mrs. Kimberly Green
Mr. Mark and Mrs. Linda Hatten
Ms. Lisa Holzwarth and Mr. Evan Schiller
Mr. Russ and Mrs. Leigh Ann Jaeger
Mr. Randall and Mrs. Marie Joyner
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Sue King
Mr. Mitchell and Mrs. Susan Linker
Mr. Rob and Mrs. Susan Mason
Mr. H. Richard McLane
Newman’s Own Foundation, Inc.
Ms. Lida Orzeck
Mr. William and Mrs. Agnes Peelle

Ms. Gail Perkins-Gemme and Mr. Robert Gemme
Perna Foundation for Hope
Ms. Ruth Rollin and Mr. Henry Petrofsky
Ms. Barbara Prine and Mr. Cyprian Martin
Mr. Douglas and Mrs. Julie Reid
Ms. Melanie Rose and Ms. Janet Perna
Ms. Helen Savage
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Shivery
Ms.  Anne Stanback and Ms. Charlotte Kinlock
United Way of Central and Northeastern Connecticut
Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Rita Weidman
Mr. Edward and Mrs. Kathleen Young
Dr. Gordon and Mrs. Kim Zimmermann
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Get Out Your Easter Bonnet and Save the Date
for the 15th Annual Easter Egg Hunt to Benefit Our Companions Domestic Animal Sanctuary!

Saturday,  April 23rd
11am-2pm

Farmington Miniature Golf  
and Ice Cream Parlor
1048 Farmington Avenue

Farmington, CT 06032-1512

(860) 677-0118

Join us for  

CT’S BeST  
eASTer  

eGG HuNT  
with over  

15,000  
eASTer eGGS  

filled with chocolate  
and prizes!

Join the thousands of people  
who enjoy the event’s family fun.

	 •	Meet	Mike	Stacy from 100.5 WRCH 
	 •	Free	face	painting	
	 •	Free	bounce	house
	 •	Tie-Dye	Vanilla	Ice	Cream	Cones
	 •	Ice	Cream	Parlor
	 •	Pictures	with	the	Easter	Bunny
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The Henry & K.K. McLane Society

The Henry and Katherine K. (K.K.) McLane Society was established in 2007 as a way of 
honoring the memory of Mr. Henry and Mrs. K.K. McLane, Our Companions’ first donors.

Listing represents total annual giving for those individuals, and businesses, who gave at least 
one leadership gift during 2010.

To view a full list of Our Companions’ donors, including those who made honor/memorial 
gifts in 2010, visit www.OurCompanions.org. 

$10,000+
PETCO Foundation
PetsMart Foundation

$5,000+
Mr. Samuel and Mrs. Janet Bailey
John Gagnon’s Pet Resort
Ms. Dottie Kern
Mr. Irwin Linker
Mr. Leon and Mrs. Bernadette Olivier
The Shuskus Family
Dr. Gordon and Mrs. Kim Zimmermann

$1,000-$4,999
Anonymous
Aetna Foundation, Inc
Bank of America Matching Gifts
Dr. George and Mrs. Jennifer Barrows
Mr. John and Mrs. Mary Ann Biella
Mr. Reginald and Mrs. Barbara Brack
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company
Mr. Gregory and Mrs. Nancy Butler
Ms. Jennifer Carter
Casey Charitable Matching Programs
Mr. Glenn and Mrs. Glynis Cassis
Cats Limited Veterinary Hospital
Chez Est
Mr. Steven and Mrs. Alexandra Cohen
Mr. Martin and Mrs.Theresa Cole
Mr. Timothy and Mrs. Carol Covello
Ms. Joy Daentl
Mr. Alan and Mrs. Risa Davidson
Farmington Miniature Golf Course
Ms. Valerie Friedman
Mr. Frank T. and Mrs. Caroline Gaetano
Gerald and Claire Gerath Foundation
Mr. Zach Goos
Mr. Josue Harari
Ms. Ann R. Hardy
HCC Global Financial Products
Help Willy’s Friends
Ms. Lisa Holzwarth and Mr. Evan Schiller

Mr. Randall and Mrs. Marie Joyner
Ms. Jeannie Kitchens
Ms. Angela Lennox-Kay
Liberty Bank
Ms. Anne Llewellyn
Ms. Jo Marinello
Mr. Rob and Mrs. Susan Mason
Mr. H. Richard McLane
Mr. Russell and Mrs. Hayes Merck
Mr. James and Mrs. Barbara Millar
Ms. Joleen Nevers
Mr. Peter and Mrs. Alexandra Oldershaw
Dr. Eric Orzeck
Ms. Gail Perkins-Gemme and Mr. Robert Gemme
Petcare Veterinary Services
Ms. Ruth Rollin and Mr. Henry Petrofsky
Ms. Elizabeth R. Rea
Ms. Elizabeth Reed
Ms. Beth Hillson and Dr. Joel Reich
Ms. Becky Reno and  Mr. Edward Peavey
Rental Center of Colchester, Inc.
Ms. Barbara Ruben and Ms. June Roy
Ms. Helen Savage
Mr. Maneesh Shanbhag
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Shivery
Mr. Stephen and Mrs. Amy Sills
Specialty Transportation, Inc.
Mr. Patrick and Mrs. Kathleen Sullivan
Dr. Paul and Mrs. Melinda M. Sullivan
Mr. P. Ross Taylor and Mrs. Anne B. Taylor
The EASTER Foundation
Mr. David Thornton
United Way of Pioneer Valley, Inc.
United Way of Central and Northeastern Connecticut
Ms. Cynthia Vanneck
Veterinary Specialists of Connecticut
Mr. Jim and Mrs. Whitney Vose
Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Rita Weidman
William and Alice Mortensen Foundation
Ms. Betty Willis
Yalesville Veterinary Hospital

$500-$999
Anonymous
Ms. Laura Baker
Ms. Andrea Baranyai
Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Melanie Barnes
Mrs. Jessica Beganski
Mr. Whit and Mrs. Jarre Betts
Ms. Lynn Biella
Mr. Curtis Blake and Mrs. Patricia Blake
Mr. Christopher Borowiec
Ms. Cheryl Brightman
Mr. Harold and Mrs. Donna Britto
Mr. Phil and Mrs. Lynn Brown
Ms. Gail T. Cahill and Ms. Cheryl Yorton
Ms. Julia Caruk
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Jill Casey
Ms. Penni Cheatle
Ms. Annie Chittenden
Ms. Candace Clark
Mr. Keith and Mrs. Madeline Coakley
Mr. Ronald and Mrs. Nancy Compton
Ms. Susan C. Barnes and Mr. Daniel Cosgrove
Mr. James and Mrs. Jessica Couzens
Mr. Bill and Mrs. Ilona Crosswhite
Ms. Gale Epstein
Ms. Karen Ericson
Dr. Judd and Mrs. Bella Fink
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Tracey Fitzpatrick
Mr. James and Mrs. Jennifer Fitzsimmons
Dr. Alexander and Mrs. Carol Fortier
Mr. Joseph and Mrs. Barbara Freeman
Frito Lay Inc.
Ms. Diana Garfield
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Gavin
Ms. Judith Gordon
Mr. Ian and Mrs. Kimberly Green
Mr. Arthur and Mrs. Zadelle Greenblatt
Mr. Bill and Mrs. Eva Gurley
Mr. Mark and Mrs. Linda Hatten
Mrs. Jane Henderson
Dr. Stephen and Mrs. Gina M. Hoag
Jennifer’s House of Hair
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Ms. Lynda Johnson
Ms. Ann Jones and Mr. Stephen D. Ramsey
Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Carrie Karlowicz
Mrs. Gretchen LaBau
Ms. Elizabeth Lawrence
Ms. Marta Jo Lawrence
Mr. Robert Lazzerini
Mr. Mitchell and Mrs. Susan Linker
Ms. Sara Linsley
Malkin Fund Inc.
Mr. Peter and Mrs. Isabel Malkin
Ms. Jeanne Coppola and Mr. Paul Manson
Ms. Leah Martin
Mr. Ben and Mrs. Jane Matanga
Ms. Louise McCormick
Ms. Patricia McGuiness
Mr. and Mrs. David McHale
Ms. Wendy A. Morris
Mr. Matthew and Mrs. Deanna L. Nickels
Ms. Jamila Hadj-Salem and Mr. Joshua Ochs
Ms. Nancy Parker
Phoenix Life Insurance Company
Priority Bookkeeping Services
Ms. Susan Smith Rubin
Mr. Michael and Mrs. Susan Safko
Mr. and Mrs. Don Schmidt
Ms. Lorraine Scotti
Mr. Roy Simpson
Mr. Mark Sinatro
Ms. Kristyn Skibisky
Ms. Vi R. Smalley
Ms. Deborah Soricelli
Mr. Morris and Mrs. Nancy Storck
The Charity Giving Station
Mr. Wayne and Mrs. Kim Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Tremblay
Ms. Jessica Wang and Mr. Rolf Brunner
West Hartford Yoga
Ms. Jennifer Whitlow
Ms. Kristin Woodward
Mr. Edward and Mrs. Kathleen Young
Ms. Anita L. Zlatev and Mr. Paul S. Szwed
Ms. Maureen Zaslowksy and Mr. Adam Zweifler

$250-$499
Anonymous (3)
Mr. Christopher and Mrs. Patricia Accetta
Ms. Jennifer Addie
Mr. Michael and Mrs. Lori Archer
Mr. Craig Asche and Mrs. Vivian Asche
Avery’s Beverages LLC
Ms. Mary Baker
Mr. Craig and Mrs. Kim Berry
Ms. Gail Billet and Ms. Mia Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. David W. Blackburn
Mr. Randy and Mrs. Arlis Bobb
Mr. Andrew and Mrs. Amber A. Bordley
Mr. Mark and Mrs. Susan Bottomley
Mr. Paul Bourdeau
Dr. Sharon Bremner
Ms. Joan Brodeur
Mr. Timothy and Mrs. Doreen Brown

Mr. Robert and Mrs. Debra Bruzik
Canine Crossing LLC
Ms. Lucy Cannamela
Ms. Susan Cannon
Ms. Daryl Carbone
Mr. Brian and Mrs. Kimberly Chagnon
Mr. Gerard and Mrs. Dawn Chartier
Ms. Linda Coleman
Ms. Jenny Colucci and Ms. Jane Holt
Dr. Joyce Comer
Mr. David and Mrs. Rita Conrad
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Corbett
Mrs. Marie Cornelio
Mr. Joe and Mrs. Deborah A. Couture
Mr. Harry and Mrs. Joan Curry
Ms. Linda David
Mr. Steve and Mrs. Jean DeVito
Mr. Thomas F. and Mrs. Dorothy J. Dorsey
Mr. Victor and Mrs. Jody Dowling
Ms. Katherine Dunnington
Ms. Shirley Galka and Ms. Susan Fabian
Ms. Paula Fischer
Mr. Evan Flaschen
Mr. Robert Fochi
Ms. Patricia Foley
Ms. Robin Fontaine and Mr. Mark Alexander
Ms. Kim Gabler
Ms. Elaine Garron
Global Impact
Ms. Erin Orzeck and Mr. Brian Goldman
Ms. Carol Goodstein
Mr. Alan and Mrs. Wendy Gorfain
Ms. Nina Graham
Mr. Bernard and Mrs. Linda Halligan
Ms. Susan Hart
Mr. Neale and Mrs. Carol Hauss
Ms. Nicole Hautenne
Ms. Alice Hendrickson
Mr. John and Mrs. Debra B. Hernandez
Mrs. Carolyn Hill
Mr Hobe and Mrs. Debby Hyde
Ms. Lisa Ireland
Mr. Richard and Mrs. Debra Jones
Mr. Richard and Mrs. Cynthia Joyner
Mr. John A. and Mrs. Jeanne P. Katkavich
Mr. Jack and Mrs. Lisa Kearney
Ms. Roberta Kessler
Mr. Robert King
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Sue King
Ms. Susan Kirk
Ms. Shirley LaCava
Ms. Karen R. Laski
Ms. Cheryl Lawless and Mr. Kevin Leach
Mr. Michael Leiner
Ms. Jillian Lessner
Mr. Mark and Mrs. Tracy Lunenburg
Margo Vivero Counseling
MassMutual Financial Group
Ms. Diane Matthews
Mr. Joseph C. Mayo
Mr. Fred and Mrs. Kay McCarthy
Mr. Edward and Mrs. Robin Milstein
Mr. Peter and Mrs. Cathy Neag

Dr. and Mrs. Tony Ness
Ms. Carol Noyes
Mr. Jay and Mrs. Elizabeth Nyczak
Ms. Moira O’Neill
Mr. Gary Paradee
Ms. Janet Beatty and Mr. Michael Park
Patrick Reeves Memorial Golf Tournament
Ms. Francine Pelegano
Mr. Bernard and Mrs. Nancy Pelletier
Ms. Laura Perlotto
Mr. Allen Petri
Mrs. Cynthia P. Poirier
Ms. Pat Power
Mrs. Dina Pratt
Ms. Barbara Prine and Mr. Cyprian Martin
Professional Practice Consulting LLC
Mr. Michael and Mrs. Cheryl Radzvilowicz
Ms. Kathy Rees
Ms. Carol Stabile
Ms. Magdalena Reyna and Ms. Susan Holmes
Ms. Sandy Richmond
Mr. and Mrs. James Robb
Ms. Melanie Rose and Ms. Janet Perna
Ms. Linda Salzberg
Mr. Douglas and Mrs. Elizabeth Sansom
Mr. Kevin and Mrs. Megan Sartori
Dr. Steve and Mrs. Karen L. Schutzer
Mr. Damon Scott
Mr. Anthony C. and Mrs. Sharon Scussel
Ms. Robin Shannon
Ms. Tracy Dunbrook and Mr. James Shaughnessy
Ms. Catherine Kulak and Mr. Kevin Sheehan
Ms. Dian Sheer
Mr. Donald and Mrs. Agnes Shipley
Mr. William and Mrs. Laury Shustack
Mr. Brett and Mrs. Nancy Silvers
South Beach Inc.
Ms. Sandy Strain
Ms. Tera Jenson and Mr. Jeremy Strange
Mr. Charles Swallow
Ms. Deborah Sweeney
Mr. William and Mrs. Harriet Teichert
Ms. Lynda Thornton
Ms. Lynn Tracy
Mr. Bronson and Mrs. Nancy Trevor Trust
Mr. George and Mrs. Lynda Trumbull
Ms. Sandra Tullius
United Technologies Matching Gifts Program
Universalist Church of West Hartford
Ms. Susan Gagnon and Mr. Theodore J. Urbanski
Ms. Erin Vivero
Ms. Debbie Voyer
Mr. Ronald Wade and Mrs. Claire Wade
Mr. James and Mrs. Donna Wakim
Ms. Loren Webber
Ms. Mary Ella Wendell
Mr. Lee and Mrs. Donna Wenzel
Mr. Kevin and Mrs. Joanne Wholey
Mr. Scott and Mrs. Amanda Wieting
Mr. Don and Mrs. Monica C. Wilson
Mr. Earl and Mrs. Maria Winthrop
Ms. Vanessa Yi and Mr. Kevin Mounts
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Pawsitive Ending by Lyn T. Garson, CVT 
Corey’s Perfect Match 

Harriet and Bill were looking for a calm, 
happy dog who would love everyone. 
Because Bill has Multiple Sclerosis, the 
dog needed to be large enough to prevent 
Bill from tripping, yet not so large that it 
could knock him over. It was extremely 
important for the dog to be very easy going 
and tolerant of the constant stream of nurses 
and aides who visit daily. Harriet and Bill’s 
previous dog, a 28-pound cocker spaniel, 
was ideal in both size and temperament.  

Marie Joyner, Our Companions’ Canine 
Operations Director, knows a good dog/
adopter match when she sees one. She had 
been searching for quite a long time when 
she finally found a cocker spaniel mix named 
Corey. After performing a temperament test 
on Corey, Marie knew immediately he was 
the perfect dog for Harriet and Bill.

“Marie suggested Corey to us—an older 
and overweight dog,” said Harriet. “My 
first impulse was to say no. I was afraid we 
would be taking on health problems and 
couldn’t deal with losing another dog in the 
near future.”

Marie discussed how wonderful adopting an 
older dog is, and tried her best to convince 
Harriet that Corey was, in fact, the one. 

“After a serious talk with Marie and facing 
the fact that I too am older and overweight, 
but still feel I have much to offer this world, 
we decided to give him a chance in the hopes 
that with age had come maturity and level 
headedness,” said Harriet.

Marie personally drove Corey to his new 
home with Harriet and Bill. Although it was 
love at first sight for Harriet, Bill needed some 
convincing—especially when Duncan the 
cat promptly let out a screech as he walked 
straight into Corey, backing him into a corner. 
Just one week later Duncan began sharing 
the couch with Corey allowing him to lick his 
ears clean. Now they are best of friends.

“Duncan loves to drop a piece of his dry 
food on the hardwood floor and then wait 
for Corey to come running from wherever he 
happens to be in the house,” said Harriet.    

Besides playing, grooming and sleeping with 
Duncan, Corey spends his days enjoying 
a picnic, chasing chipmunks, and trekking 
out on the walking path with Bill. When the 
weather isn’t to Corey’s liking, or if he gets 
too tired, he simply snuggles in Bill’s lap 
riding the wheelchair home. 

Corey turned out to be more than Harriet 
and Bill hoped for in every way. “I originally 
thought we could never love another dog as 
much as we had loved the dog we had just 
lost,” said Harriet. “But not true— as Corey 
began to love and understand our needs we 
began to love and understand his needs also. 
He has made our house a home again and 
gives my husband so much companionship 
during the day. I can’t say enough about 
Marie knowing what dog is a perfect match 
for you, even when you don’t. I am so 
grateful we heard about Our Companions.
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Marie’s Den by Kelly Alver 
Ease Your Dogs’ Fear of Loud Noises

My dog is absolutely terrified 
of noises, such as thunder or 
fireworks, and he tries to hide to 
protect himself.  What can I do to  
help him? 

Many dogs are frightened by loud noises, 
especially thunder. This fear tends to 
increase as a dog ages, so it’s not unusual to 
notice that your dog becomes more sensitive 
over time. If your dog has never been afraid 
of thunder and suddenly develops this 
fear, first make an appointment with your 
veterinarian to check for potential medical 
causes. A tick-borne illness, or other medical 
issues, can affect your dog’s sensitivity to a 
thunderstorm. 

After ruling out medical reasons, your most 
important step is to provide your dog with 
a safe place to go during a storm. This can 
be a place of the dog’s choosing, or one that 
you select. Dogs often choose the bathroom 
(preferably with no windows) and hide in 
the bathtub or shower stall, or even behind 
the toilet. Other dogs may hide underneath 
furniture or in their crates, where they 
have become accustomed to feeling secure.  
Wherever your dog’s safe place is, it must 
be separate from you so he doesn’t depend 
upon you to comfort him during a storm. 

During a thunderstorm, your job is to guide 
your dog into choosing correct behaviors 
and give him the support to remain calm at 
a stressful time. It is critical that you do not 
offer your dog lavish comfort or let him run 

throughout the house. Attention and comfort 
will only serve to reinforce stress and will 
not help him learn to cope on his own. Dogs 
that run loose in the house may bolt outside, 
in an attempt to outrun a storm. If your dog 
doesn’t stay in one place during a storm, use 
a baby gate at the doorway to teach him to 
remain in one spot.

Other steps you can take include closing 
the windows, and leaving a light on, so 
he doesn’t see lightning strike. Play the 
TV or radio, or turn on a fan and aim it at 
him.  Some dogs will also feel secure, and 
comforted, by being outfitted with a tight-
fitting T-shirt. 

If you find that providing your dog a safe 
place and helping him cope on his own 
doesn’t solve the problem, you may want 
to consult your veterinarian to determine 
if medication will help alleviate your dog’s 
stress. Or consider a naturopathic or Bach 
Flower practitioner to learn more about 
homeopathic therapy options. 

Specific medications, or other homeopathic 
remedies, combined with behavioral 
modification, promote learning in your 
dog. They will help your dog discover that 
he can cope, and over time their use can be 
minimized or even eliminated depending 
on the intensity of your dog’s fear. Be very 
careful about any medications used to 
address a behavioral issue in your dog. Some 
frequently prescribed medications appear to 
calm a dog, but do not promote learning or 
produce a lasting behavioral change.

Fear of thunder can be debilitating, but the 
good news is there are steps you can take to 
ease your dog’s anxiety over time. 

Our Companions’ Canine Operations Director, Marie Joyner, receives  
questions every day about dogs and their behavioral issues.  
Marie’s Den answers some of the more commonly asked questions.

To submit a question for consideration in a future edition  
of Marie’s Den, call us at 860-242-9999, ext. 301,  
or e-mail editor@ourcompanions.org.

Marie’s Den
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Marketplace

Advanced proven treatment 
corrects the negative reactions 
caused by allergies and sensitivities.

Resolve food sensitivities, 
digestive symptoms, wheezing, asthma, 
scratching, eczema, skin rashes 
and other conditionand other conditions.

Frontier Medicine for Animals specializes 
in Advanced Allergy Therapeutics:

          Non-invasive
          No needles
          No drugs
          No herbal remedies
                  No supplements

Dr. Allys Maybank, VMD
17 South Main Street 
East Granby, CT  
860-653-7831
www.frontiervetmed.com

P e t  
A l l e r g y  
S o l u t i o n s

Therapy Dog Training Classes Now Forming
Manchester, New Britain, Willington

Sponsored by Tails of Joy, Inc. Animal Assisted Therapy

Volunteer with your dog!

Contact Sue Gagnon 860-487-0001 
or smgagnon@charter.net

www.TailsofJoy.org
Sharing Through 

the Comfort of Animals  

Thanks to recipe contributions from Our Companions volunteers and members, we have 
been able to compile a delectable collection of recipes that are good for people and animals!

Check out appetizers and brunch recipes like: 
Caponata, Dukkah & Oven Asparagus Puff

The soup and salad collection contains great recipes like:
Spicy West African Peanut Soup & Sweet Potato Salad 
with Cilantro Lime Dressing

The entrée section has over 30 mouth-watering recipes 
that include Autumn Vegetable Pot Pie with 
Cheddar Cheese Crust, Roasted Vegetable Lasagna 
& Vegetarian Chili with Cashews

And let’s not get started on the desserts.

Over 80 tasty recipes to help you 
expand your palate and help you include 
more meatless meals for you 
and your family!

Our Companions is proud to launch our  rst edition of the 

Very Veggie 
    Cookbook! 

Our Companions

Chec
Capo

The 
Spic
with

The
tha
Ch
& V
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O
ex
mmore meatles
and your fam
m
aJUST $15

Order your cookbook at OurCompanions.org
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J TechWorks, LLC     Rocky Hill
(860) 563-5930     jtechworks.com

Putting Your Information to Work

Sales Support         
Ordering Systems
Reporting Applications
Information solutions that 
enhance efficiency, 
save time and reduce costs

Marketplace

Proudly caring  
for your  

feline friends  
for over 15 years!

COMPLETE HEALTH CARE  
FOR YOUR CAT

Have your feline friend 
examined in December and 
receive 15% off one service 

of your choice as our  
holiday gift to you.

Please call to arrange a tour of  
our new state of the art facility.

Cats Limited  
is proud to be the  

first feline only  
hospital in Connecticut 

that is accredited by 
the Amercan Animal 
Hospital Association.

Cats Limited 
Veterinary Hospital

(860) 561-9885
1260 New Britain Ave., West Hartford CT

www.catslimited.com
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Marketplace

General and Specialty Practice
Our general hospital provides routine  
healthcare & surgery for small animals 
including dogs, cats and exotics. 

Our Board Certified Specialists 
diagnose and treat complex  
diseases and perform  
complicated surgeries.

Jeffrey L. Berzon, DVM, ACVS
Harlan C. Gustafson, DVM
Kenneth E. Knaack, DVM, ACVIM
Kimberly Maier, DVM
Deidre S. Galbo, DVM
Steven S. Leshem, DVM, ACVS
Mary Zee, BVetMed

993 North Main Street
West Hartford, CT 06117

(860) 236-3273www.veterinaryspecialistsofct.com

Our new state-of-the-art  
referral hospital offers  
expanded services including:

 On-site MRI facility    
 Physical Therapy   
 Swimming Therapy
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Marketplace

www.4dogman.com

BOARDING
DAYCARE

GROOMING

TRAINING
PET FENCING

NUTRITION

The premier dog kennel and pet resort in Connecticut!

Phone 860.537.3648
Toll Free 866.4DOGMAN
227 Upton Road, Colchester, CT

John Gagnon’s Pet Resort
Doggie 

Paradise 
Found!

Painted By Dina

Pet Memorial Stones
Pet Portraits      Pet Angels 

Contact Dina Marie 
(860) 344-9926  

www.paintedbydina.com
dina@paintedbydina.com

Take 
  the lead 
 in your 
   market!

Become a Sponsor of 
Our Companions News & 

Reach Passionate Pet Owners!
    
• Over 7,000 Copies Printed 
•  Print Version Mailed to 6,000  

Households Throughout CT 
• Electronic Version Online
• Help Our Companions

For more information on becoming 
a sponsor, call Susan Linker 
at (860) 242-9999 ext. 301.

News



Headline by author 
Subheadline

Beautiful Pearl...
Pearl is just a perfect name for this gorgeous girl! 
This sweet girl lost her home when her elderly 
owner became ill and moved to a nursing home. 
Relatives are caring for Pearl in the meantime,  
but she does not enjoy the company of the 
resident cats in the new household. 

Pearl is a very “young” senior kitty. While she 
is between 13 and 15 years old, she has quite 
a playful side. She loves the attention of people 
and enjoys her daily brushing ritual. Pearl would 
do best in a home as an only pet with one or 
two people to love. Pearl is spayed, up-to-date 
on vaccines, and negative for FIV/FeLV.  
She does have a mild case of feline asthma and 
needs to be treated with a pill every other day. 

For more information, please contact  
Stephanie at 860-242-9999 x303 or  
Stephanie@ourcompanions.org 

P.O. Box 673
Bloomfield, CT 06002
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