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Something to Chew On
One hundred percent of our capital campaign
(construction at the Ashford sanctuary) and 99%
of our operating costs (vet bills, pet food, various
sanctuary and program center operational
expenses, etc.) are made possible by the
generosity of the community. There are few nonprofit organizations, animal related or otherwise,
whose ability to serve its constituents is so
closely tied to the voluntary philanthropic
support of the public.
It is powerful to know that over the past 10
years, so many have invested in our mission to
always do the right thing for animals; in our belief
that the status quo in today’s animal welfare
landscape is not acceptable; and in our efforts
to bring about lasting change for abused and neglected cats and dogs in Connecticut and beyond.

Dear Friends,
In this issue of Our Companions News, we share
some of the many ways in which we’re helping
animals today while also working to prevent
animals from becoming homeless tomorrow.
With the good work taking place at our new
program center, and of course at the sanctuary,
the dedicated staff and volunteers at Our
Companions are making a huge difference
in the lives of people and pets quite literally
every day. All of which brings me to a point
that I’ve previously made but would like
to take this opportunity to reiterate.
It might sound trite, and there is certainly no new
way of saying it, but the great work Our Companions does would not be possible without you.

And as we embark upon our second decade
we will continue to steward our shared no-kill
dream by completing the sanctuary in Ashford
while making significant strides in ending pet
homelessness once and for all. So while the
past 10 years have been extraordinary, it’s what
lies ahead that truly invigorates me. And I look
forward to continuing on this journey with you.
Thank you for placing your trust in us; thank you
for helping to make Our Companions Animal
Rescue possible.

Valerie Friedman, Board Chair

About
Our Companions News
Our Companions News
is published three times per year by
Our Companions Animal Rescue,
a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization.
Our Companions Animal Rescue
is a leader in the movement to end
the unnecessary euthanasia
of pets in Connecticut.
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Honoring a Promise
a joint gift (the largest in our history) from Our
Companions Board Chair Valerie Friedman,
Lida Orzeck and Gale Epstein, and a commitment from board member Chris Shivery and her
husband Chuck. However, we were still only at
the midpoint of our $630,000 goal, and, as is
always the case when it comes to fundraising,
success is never guaranteed.
Over the next six months, while operating the
newly opened sanctuary as well as our new program center – and raising money for our critical
Annual Fund – the capital campaign steadily,
and at times slowly, progressed.
All the while, a deadline loomed.
Dear Friends,
During our ribbon cutting event last fall, we announced our intention to build two more rescue
cottages by the end of 2013, representing
“Phase-2” of our multi-year capital campaign for
the Ashford sanctuary.
At that point in time, fundraising had started
with a bang with two extraordinary lead gifts:

To complete Phase-2 by year’s end as promised, construction needed to begin in July. This
would have required authorization from the
Board of Directors at its May meeting. With our
long-established culture of fiscal responsibility,
we could not in good conscience proceed with
construction without first reaching our financial
goal – and we weren’t there yet. Moreover,
having never borrowed money to achieve our
previous goals, we weren’t about to start doing

so now. It appeared that Phase-2 of construction might be delayed.
However, much to our relief and happiness, in
the 11th hour, just as the cold and dreary first
few weeks of April gave way to warm, sunsplashed days, a handful of final gifts came
through, securing our ability to move forward.
When you’re in the thick of a challenging
fundraising effort, much like when you’re
rehabilitating a homeless animal in a harrowing case, it’s difficult to recognize progress and
celebrate victories along the way – the focus is
always on achieving the final outcome.
Now that it’s over, I can appreciate this monumental accomplishment – it’s something the
entire Our Companions community should be
very proud of. We made a bold and important
promise last fall, and thanks to our very special
donors, we will be able to honor this promise.
We are so very grateful to all of you, and look
forward to the exciting months ahead.

Susan Linker, CEO

Make a Lasting Difference for Homeless Animals
What better way to honor your pet than to help other animals who are less fortunate? By including Our Companions in your estate plans, you will become a member of our Forever Home
Society, helping us fulfill our promise to help thousands of abused and neglected animals who
have no other place to turn.
Giving is one of life’s greatest satisfactions, especially when you know that your gift will improve
the lives of deserving animals for generations to come. Below, is a current listing of the Our Companions Forever Home Society members – we hope you will consider adding your name to this list.
Forever Home Society Members
Anonymous
Ms. Mary Jean Agostini
Mrs. Janet Bailey
Dr. George and Mrs. Jennifer Barrows
Mrs. Deborah Batten
Mr. James and Mrs. Jessica Couzens
Mr. Harry and Mrs. Joan Curry
Ms. Mary June Day
Ms. Heather Dennis and Mr. Kevin Gillespie
Ms. Christine Durrer
Ms. Paula Fischer
Mr. Marvin Fried
Ms. Valerie Friedman
Ms. Lyn Garson and Ms. Tara Martin
Mr. Bob and Mrs. Susan Hart
Ms. Kathie Hunter
Ms. Lisa Ireland *
Ms. Dottie Kern

Mrs. Gretchen LaBau
Ms. Mary Mansfield
Mr. Roger and Mrs. Barbara Orsie
Ms. Lida Orzeck
Ms. Nancy Parker
Mr. Neil and Mrs. Kathy Pierson
Ms. Barbara Prine and Mr. Cyprian Martin
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Susan Mason
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Judith W.M. Prohaska
Ms. Barbara Ruben and Ms. June Roy
Ms. Lorraine Semnoski
Mr. Charles and Mrs. Chris Shivery
Ms. Joanne Singer
Ms. Joyce Snyder
Ms. Lynda Thornton
Mr. Tom and. Mrs. Rita Weidman
Dr. Gordon and Mrs. Kim Zimmermann
*Deceased

If you have already included Our Companions in your estate plans, please let us know so we
can welcome you as a member of the Forever Home Society. To learn more, please contact
Susan Linker at 860-242-9999, ext. 301 or email SusanL@OurCompanions.org.
www.OurCompanions.org | Spring/Summer 2013

Legal Language and Tax ID
If you wish to name Our Companions in your will
or estate plan, we should be named as:
Our Companions Animal Rescue
Legal Address: P.O. Box 956
Manchester, CT 06045-0956
Tax ID Number: 41-2047734
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At the End of the Tether

by Jessica Beganski

When asked how they feel about their dogs,
most owners would respond, “He’s a part of
my family,” “She’s my best friend” or “I take
better care of her than I do of myself.” According to the American Veterinary Medical
Association’s 2012 U.S. Pet Ownership and
Demographics Sourcebook, 70% of owners
consider their dogs to be family members,
allowing them to have free run of the family
home and sleep in their bedroom. Additionally,
Americans are spending more each year on
pet supplies and veterinary care.
While many people consider their dogs to be
well-loved members of the family, others have
a decidedly different set of beliefs about a
dog’s place in the home. According to Mintel,
a U.S.-based research company that publishes
market surveys for the pet industry, 8% of the
estimated 70 million dogs in the United States
are kept outside exclusively, with many more
tethered for long periods of time or in unsafe
conditions.
In some Connecticut communities, animal control officers and those involved in animal rescue
regularly come across heartbreaking cases of
dogs exclusively or excessively tethered and
usually in neglectful conditions. Unfortunately,
Connecticut’s anti-tethering law is weak; something that Our Companions, Connecticut Votes
for Animals and the ASPCA are working hard to
change this year.

The Link Between Tethering
and Neglect
According to Bloomfield Senior Animal Control
Officer Chris Sparks, “Tethering is typical of a
home that is also neglecting the dog in other
ways.” Often the owner is also not providing
adequate food and water, medical attention or
sufficient shelter from the elements.
Furthermore, chained dogs are defenseless
against other animals and people. They are
at risk for being stolen, abused or poisoned.
Chained dogs are forced to eat, sleep and defecate in the same area and are more likely to
develop parasites, infections and diseases.
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Rocco, a two-year-old pit bull terrier, lived the first year of his life outside on the end of a chain. With CT’s
weak dog chaining laws, Middletown Animal Control Officer Gail Petras had few options other than to talk
the owner into giving him up voluntarily, which thankfully she did in 2011. Today, he lives in New Hampshire
with his people, Jim & Becky, where he is a beloved member of the family. Photo courtesy of Scott Petras

Tethering and Public Safety

Tethering Misconceptions

Tethering is also a public safety issue.
According to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, chained dogs are 2.8 times
more likely to bite, and their victims are most
often children.

When Sparks responds to a call involving a
tethered dog, she finds that owners often give
the following reasons for the practice:

“Tethered dogs are set up to fail,” says Sparks.
They are constantly exposed to the elements
and external threats and are unable to run
away. This, along with frustration, boredom and
a lack of socialization, results in a dangerous
situation for anyone in the path of a chained
dog who becomes loose.
www.OurCompanions.org | Spring/Summer 2013

• T he dog is a guard dog and is protecting
the home.
• T he dog needs exercise and gets ample
exercise outside.
• The dog enjoys being outside.
• T ethering is the most economical way of
confining the dog.

At the End of the Tether (continued)
While tethering may be a very economical
form of pet containment, it is widely considered inhumane. The Humane Society of the
United States and the American Veterinary
Medical Association, among other organizations, urge owners never to tether their
dogs. Furthermore, tethering is a wholly
ineffective method for family protection,
exercise and keeping a dog happy. Below,
we respond in more detail to these tethering
misconceptions.
A dog chained outside will provide protection for the family or home. The best guard
dogs are those that are part of the family
and live inside the family home. If a dog
is always outside, he will never regard the
home and family as part of his territory and
will not protect it or sense when the family
is in danger.
Tethering a dog outside provides exercise. Dogs chained outside are not getting
enough exercise by pacing back and forth
while on a chain. Dogs need to go on walks,
play, swim or run.
Dogs enjoy being outside. There are breeds
of dogs that do enjoy being outside or can
be outside for longer than others because
of their coat, but these breeds are in the
minority. Generally, if the weather is too
hot or too cold for you to tolerate, it is not
suitable for your pet. Furthermore, dogs are
social and thrive as part of a family unit.
If dogs are kept away from the family, they
will develop behavioral problems and show
signs of stress such as digging, whining,
chewing and barking. Simply put, tethering
a dog for long periods of time or keeping the
dog away from the family for long periods of
time goes against his very nature.
Animal control officers find that most owners of tethered dogs claim that they are not
aware that tethering is inhumane. Some
owners do respond to education and make
changes, but many do not. According to Amy
Harrell, President of Connecticut Votes for
Animals, “Many owners do not believe they
are being inhumane and are not going to
change their behavior without being forced
to do so. The anti-tethering legislation tar-

gets that segment that is unresponsive
to education.”

Connecticut’s Law
on Tethering
Prior to 2010, Connecticut law was extremely vague on the issue of tethering. The law
only stated that dogs could not be tethered
for an “unreasonable period of time,” a difficult thing to prove and enforce, and entirely
subject to opinion. Animal control officers
could do little to improve the lives of excessively tethered dogs unless they could prove
cruelty, based on existing cruelty statutes.
Sparks recounts one heartbreaking case
of a German Shepherd whose owner tied
her to a tree. The owner muzzled her so
she could not eat, drink or pant while left
outside in the summer heat. Sparks seized
the dog under the state’s cruelty laws but
despite this, the owner was permitted to
re-home the dog on her own. Had there
been a stronger anti-tethering law at the
time, Sparks feels that the owner would
have faced more severe penalties.
Connecticut Votes for Animals worked to
improve the law in 2010 addressing the
manner in which dogs are tethered. For example, prohibiting tethers that do not allow
a dog to walk at least 8 feet in any direction,
tethers with weights attached or with links
more than ¼” thick, and tethers that allow
a dog within reach of a pool, fence or edge
of a deck.
Harrell hopes to build on current legislation
by lobbying for passage of H.B. 5844, An
Act Concerning the Overnight Tethering of
Dogs Outdoors and the Tethering of Dogs
Outdoors Under Certain Weather Conditions. The new legislation would prohibit an
owner from chaining a dog overnight
or during extreme weather conditions.
According to Our Companions CEO Susan
Linker, one of the founding members of
Connecticut Votes for Animals, “This
legislation will be one more tool that will
help animal control officers improve the
lives of chained dogs.”

Photo courtesy of Scott Petras

What Can You Do to Help?
The legislative session will be wrapping up when
this issue of Our Companions News goes to print, so
H.B. 5844 may or may not have passed by the time
you read this. Regardless of whether the bill passes,
much more needs to be done to improve the lives of
animals in our communities. There are many ways
you can get involved.
Harrell advocates that residents become active in
their communities by supporting their local animal
control officer. She also suggests that people contact
their legislator to urge them to support animal
welfare issues. You can also visit ctvotesforanimals.
org to learn more about tethering or to become a
member.
If you see a tethered dog in your community, call your
local animal control officer, even if you think the dog
looks otherwise well cared for.
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5

Our Companions News Briefs
Check Out Our New Blog!
Join Our Companions’ exciting new blog community! We have created this special place for
you to learn the latest news from our Ashford sanctuary and our various programs, as well
as the latest information on trends and issues impacting the lives of animals and the people
who care about them. We look forward to interacting with you in this virtual community and
learning about what is important to you. Visit http://ourcompanionsblog.blogspot.com.

Our Companions CEO
Appointed to National Humane
Advisory Council
Susan Linker, Our Companions Chief Executive
Officer, has been appointed to serve as the
Connecticut representative for the Humane
Society of the United States’ (HSUS) Companion
Animal Advisory Council.
The Council is comprised of one representative
from all 50 states, D.C., and Canada. Its purpose
is to assist and advise the companion animals
sector of the HSUS in developing and implementing programs to help reduce euthanasia rates,
improve the quality of care for pets, address the
urgent issues facing the nation’s animal shelters, and keep the HSUS staff apprised of local
and regional trends affecting animals.
During the two-year term, Susan will attend two
CAAC meetings each year – one at the HSUS
headquarters in Washington, D.C., and the
other at the HSUS annual Animal Care Expo,
the world’s largest animal care educational
conference. This year’s Expo took place
in Nashville, Tennessee in May.
Susan will be invited to share her perspectives
and expertise with HSUS staff and provide
content to Animal Sheltering magazine and the
affiliated website (www.AnimalSheltering.org),
as well as other publications and outreach
projects. In addition to being a great honor for
Susan, this opportunity will bolster the visibility
of Our Companions across the country.

Hot Car Safety
Temp
Outside

75°
77°
81°
90°
94°
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Temp
Inside Car

118°
123°
138°
143°
145°

70

Degrees
is too
hot to
leave a
dog in
the car!
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Register Now for an
OC Dog Training Class
Could your dog benefit from some training?
If he/she were taught to respond more appropriately in certain situations, would
it make your life a little easier?
Our Companions offers positive-based
training classes to strengthen responses
to basic commands, resolve behavioral
problems, and deepen the bond between
people and their dogs. The classes
regularly include rescued dogs, and teach
skills and behavior modification using a
variety of methods that often are effective
to those who have not had success with
more traditional approaches.
Classes are held in the Our Companions
Training Room at the Valerie Friedman
Program Center, 34 Sanrico Drive,
in Manchester. Each session runs for
8 weeks and the cost is $100.
To register for a class or to learn more,
please visit www.OurCompanions.org
or call us at 860-242-9999.

Volunteers Needed:
Help Save the Lives of Needy Animals
The Animal Assistance Helpline is one of our busiest
programs and we need more volunteers! Helpline volunteers are the first people the community speaks to when
they are looking for help or to adopt a pet. We receive
calls for pets that need to be re-homed, stray pets that
have been rescued, behavioral assistance, low-cost spay
and neuter, feral cat assistance, and even for the placement of small animals.
The Helpline volunteers also speak with people looking
to adopt just the right pet for their family. Volunteers
of the Animal Helpline can choose to specialize in areas
such as: cat placement/adoption, dog placement/adoption, feral cat outreach, etc. They will also handle the
adoptions of pets living at the sanctuary!
We will provide all of the training and tools you need to be on the front lines of animal rescue and save lives. You can tailor your
involvement to best suit your interest and available time.
If you would like more information on becoming a Helpline volunteer, please contact our Office Manager Paul Johnson at 860-242-9999,
ext. 304 or email: Paul@OurCompanions.org.
www.OurCompanions.org | Spring/Summer 2013

7

Our Companions News & Events
The Animals are Waiting
for You!
Come one, come all! The Ashford
sanctuary is open to the community
every Saturday from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m.
The sanctuary provides a beautiful and
cozy safe haven for formerly homeless
animals who are awaiting a permanent
home, and is a welcoming and comfortable environment for visitors. We invite
you to come and hang out with the fourlegged guests and experience this very
special place.
Are you one of those people who dislikes
visiting animal shelters because they
make you sad? Well, our sanctuary is
designed especially for visitors like you.
Instead of witnessing scared, anxious
animals living in cold, impersonal and
cramped spaces, you will see comfortable, well-loved animals at their very
best. The sanctuary animals are free
to roam around, and each animal is
respected and provided everything
necessary to ensure their physical and
emotional happiness while awaiting
their forever home.
Volunteers take the dogs on daily hikes,
engage in play sessions, and even attend weekly dog classes at our Valerie
Friedman Program Center in Manchester.
The cats have kitty bunks, heated beds,
climbing towers, tons of toys, and droves
of volunteers to play with. Most recently,
we added high-placed perches guaranteed to make even the smallest tabby
feel like a big cat surveying his domain
from a tree in the Serengeti.

Oreo and Dee love to sit on top of the world while they wait for their forever homes.

Daisy and Sara have both found a loving family to spend the rest of their lives with.

Best of all, you can leave the sanctuary
assured that all of the animals will be
safely and lovingly cared for until they
have found their forever homes, thanks
to our no-kill promise. So bring the family
and come visit our furry guests at the
sanctuary, Saturdays from 1p.m. until
3 p.m. We’ll see you there!
Cali was one of the first animals to be adopted.
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Fabulous Marilyn is still waiting for her home.

Our Companions News & Events

Tika - ADOPTED!

Frequently Asked Questions
about the Sanctuary
Q: Where is the sanctuary located?
A: 46 Floeting Road, Ashford, CT, 06278.
Q: Can I drop off an animal at the sanctuary?
A: We do not accept walk-in surrenders at the
sanctuary. If you have an animal you can no
longer care for, please contact us so we can
explain the various options available and assist
you in the best way possible. Call 860-2429999, or email: Helpline@OurCompanions.org.
Q: How can I volunteer?
A: Our Companions is proud to have more than
200 volunteers. To learn how you can join these
dedicated individuals by becoming an Our Companions volunteer, contact Office Manager Paul
Johnson at 860-242-9999, ext. 304, or email:
Paul@OurCompanions.org.
Q: When can I visit?
A: You can meet our sanctuary pets every
Saturday from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m.
Q: Why can’t I just stop by at anytime?
A: The sanctuary is the temporary home for
many animals who come to us from a variety of
situations, many of which were very stressful
and unpleasant. To provide the animals with
a quiet, healing environment, and to provide
the best overall care possible, a predictable
schedule is necessary. We also want to make
sure that our public hours are structured so
that staff and volunteers can focus their time
on caring for the animals and preparing them
for their forever homes.

Left to right: Dudley and Barnaby have found loving, forever homes. Lucas is still available!
Q: Do you need supplies?
A: Yes, we’re always grateful for donations of
needed supplies. Below is a wish list for the
supplies we are most consistently in need of:
• Canned cat food (not opened or expired)
• Paper towels
• Liquid laundry detergent for high efficiency
washing machine
• Dishwasher detergent
• Dish washing liquid
• Liquid hand soap (foaming types)
• Bleach
• Window washing solution
• Large heavy-duty trash bags (55 gallon)
• Tall kitchen trash bags (13 gallon)
• Disinfecting wipes
• Kitty litter (clay unscented)

Dunkin - ADOPTED!

To learn how to get these supplies to the
sanctuary, email Laura@OurCompanions.org.
or call us at 860-242-9999, ext. 318.
Q: Do you have an Amazon Wish List for easy
mail order donations of supplies?
A: Yes, visit OurCompanions.org/pages/
getinvolved_otherways.htm. Amazon will ship
the items directly to the sanctuary. Please take
a look – there are many affordable items that
we can use right away! Please email us at
Info@OurCompanions.org. if you’ve purchased
an item on our Amazon Wish List, so that we
can send you an acknowledgement for
tax purposes.
Handsome Samson enjoys a good back scratch
while he waits for his forever home.
www.OurCompanions.org | Spring/Summer 2013
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Spring Reception Honors Special Donors
Our Companions donors make all of our programs possible and are directly responsible for making our shared
sanctuary dream a reality. In recognition of their steadfast support, OC gathered more than 75 members of the
Henry and K.K. McLane Society (our leadership giving society) and the Forever Home Society (our legacy society),
to celebrate another year of programming and fundraising success.
Held at the home of Bob and Margaret Patricelli in Simsbury, the April event was co-hosted by OC Board Member
Chris Shivery. For more information on the McLane Society and Forever Home Society, visit OurCompanions.org.

Established in 2007 in memory of Our Companions’ first donors, the Henry and Katharine K. McLane Society
honors a distinguished group of individuals, businesses and organizations who generously support our
programs and services in a leadership capacity. The following individuals and organizations supported the
work of Our Companions at the leadership level in 2012:
2012 Henry and Katharine K. McLane
Society Members
Founders Circle $10,000+

Anonymous
Mr. Samuel and Mrs. Janet Bailey
Ms. Maria R. Das Neves and Mr. Frank Hawkins
Ms. Gale Epstein
Ms. Valerie Friedman
Gerald and Claire Gerath Foundation
Mr. Rob and Mrs. Susan Mason
Mr. Leon and Mrs. Bernadette Olivier
Ms. Barbara Ruben and Ms. June Roy
Mr. Henry and Mrs. Helen Savage
United Way of Central and Northeastern Connecticut

Guardians Circle $5,000-$9,999

Anonymous
Aetna Foundation, Inc.
Community Foundation of Eastern Connecticut
Ms. Patricia Foley
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Linda Forrester
Ms. Ora Avni and Mr. Josue Harari
Mr. & Mrs. Bradley Hoffman
Ms. Dottie Kern
Ms. Christine Knuth
Mr. Andy Leitao
Mr. Irwin Linker
Atty. Richard Lublin
Mr. H. Richard McLane
Newman’s Own Foundation, Inc.
Ms. Gail Perkins-Gemme and Mr. Robert Gemme
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Shivery
Sweetheart Invitational
The Estate of David G. Thornton
Mr. George and Mrs. Lynda Trumbull
Dr. Gordon and Mrs. Kim Zimmermann

Caregivers Circle $2,500-$4,999

Bank of America Matching Gifts
Ms. Joy Daentl
Ms. Cheryl D’Amato
Mrs. Lisa Fekete
Hanky Panky, Ltd.
Ms. Ann R. Hardy
ING Foundation
Mr. Randall and Mrs. Marie Joyner
Ms. Leigh Ann Kissner
Ms. Jeannie Kitchens
Mr. David and Mrs. Shannon McHale
Ms. Joleen M. Nevers and Mr. James Larabee
Mr. Peter and Mrs. Alexandra Oldershaw
Ms. Lida Orzeck
PETCO Foundation
Ms. Ruth Rollin and Mr. Henry Petrofsky
Mr. Frank and Mrs. Penny Petrone
Mr. Roy Simpson
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Mr. Patrick and Mrs. Kathleen Sullivan
Travelers
Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Rita Weidman

Companions Row $1,000-$2,499

Mr. Bruce and Mrs. Terri Alpert
America’s Charities
Anonymous
Ms. Laura Baker
Bank of America
Dr. George and Mrs. Jennifer Barrows
Mr. John and Mrs. Mary Ann Biella
Bridgewater Associates, LP
Ms. Joan Brodeur
Ms. Janice Cartin
Cats Limited Veterinary Hospital
Mr. Steven and Mrs. Alexandra Cohen
Ms. Margaret Collins
Ms. Jenny Colucci and Ms. Jane Holt
Mr. John and Mrs. Carol Coulton
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred V. Covello
Ms. Dorothy D’Amato
Mr. Alan and Mrs. Risa Davidson
Ms. Shirley Galka and Ms. Susan Fabian
Farmington Miniature Golf Course
Ms. Kelly France
Mr. Marvin Fried
Ms. Kim Gabler
Mr. Frank T. and Mrs. Caroline Gaetano
Ms. Diana Garfield
Mr. Alan and Mrs. Wendy Gorfain
Mr. Bennett and Mrs. Donna Grossman
Ms. Jamila Hadj-Salem and Mr. Joshua Ochs
Ms. Jean Haines
Mr. Scot Haney
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Susan Hart
Mr. Mark and Mrs. Linda Hatten
Mr. Neil and Mrs. Maryanne Hornish
Dr. Jo Nol and Dr. Nancy Humphreys
Mr. Wallace and Mrs. Hedy Jarvis
Jennifer’s House of Hair
Mr. Paul and Mrs. Lyn F. Johnson
Ms. Angela Lennox-Kay
Mr. Mitchell and Mrs. Susan Linker
Ms. Anne Llewellyn
Mr. Joseph and Ms. Jo Marinello
Dr. Pietro and Mrs. Catherine Memmo
Mr. Russell and Mrs. Hayes Merck
Middlesex United Way, Inc.
Midstate Medical Center
Mr. Kristian and Mrs. Margot Mineau
Oma’s Pride
Dr. Eric Orzeck
Ms. Nancy Parker
Petcare Veterinary Services
Ms. Barbara Prine and Mr. Cyprian Martin
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Katharine, known to her friends
as K.K., with her dog Jenny.

Ms. Elizabeth R. Rea
Ms. Beth Hillson and Dr. Joel Reich
Mr. Douglas and Mrs. Julie Reid
Ms. Melanie Rose and Ms. Janet Perna
Ms. Susan Smith Rubin
Mr. Anthony C. and Mrs. Sharon Scussel
Mr. Maneesh Shanbhag
Ms. Catherine Kulak and Mr. Kevin Sheehan
Mr. David and Mrs. Joy M. Shepherd
Specialty Transportation, Inc.
Mr. P. Ross Taylor and Mrs. Anne B. Taylor
The EASTER Foundation
Truist
Ms. Sandra Tullius
United Way of Pioneer Valley, Inc.
Veterinary Specialists of Connecticut
Ms. Jennifer Whitlow
Mrs. Betty Willis
Ms. Cinnamon Young

Rescuers Row $250-$999

Anonymous (3)
Mr. Marc C. Abrahms
Mr. Walter and Mrs. Debra Adams
Mr. John and Mrs. Christina Altier
American Express
Ms. Concetta Aresco and Mr. Wayne Conlogue
Mr. Craig and Mrs. Vivian Asche
Ms. Jeanne Auerbach
Avery’s Beverages LLC
Ms. Mary Baker
Mr. Bruce and Mrs. Carol-Ann Barlow
Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Melanie Barnes
Ms. Jane Batton
Mr. Whit and Mrs. Jarre Betts
Ms. Lynn Biella
Ms. Gail Billet and Ms. Mia Sullivan
Mr. Curtis and Mrs. Patricia Blake
Ms. Nancy Blaschinski
Ms. Erica Bonomi and Mr. Justin Baltrucki
Mr. Andrew and Mrs. Amber A. Bordley
Mr. Normand and Mrs. Sharon Boulanger
Ms. Jane Boyle and Mr. Michael Galonska
Ms. Deborah Boynton and Mr. John Stephenson
Dr. Sharon Bremner
Ms. Cheryl Brightman
Mr. Harold and Mrs. Donna Britto
Mr. Craig and Mrs. Paula Brown
Mr. Timothy and Mrs. Doreen Brown
Mr. Phil and Mrs. Lynn Brown
Ms. Reenie Brown
Brownstone Bakery for Dogs
Mr. David A. and Mrs. Susan E. Bucci
Mr. Edward and Mrs. Mary Budd
Mr. Wayne Bugden
Mr. Kevin and Mrs. Margaret Burke

Ms. Jen Rilla and Mr. Michael Cafasso
Ms. Susan Cannon
Mr. Chip and Mrs. Bobbi Carleton
Carmody and Torrance, LLP
Ms. Colleen Carroll and Ms. Debra Kempton
Ms. Jennifer Carter
Ms. Fanchon Cartin
Mr. Richard and Mrs. Ellen Cartun
Mr. Angelo and Mrs. Susan Casagrande
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Jill Casey
Ms. Kathleen Cassidy
Mr. Eleas and Mrs. Sandra Chafouleas
Ms. Marcia Chambers
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Lois Charron
Charter Oak Insurance & Financial Services Co.
Mr. Gerard and Mrs. Dawn Chartier
Ms. Penni Cheatle
Mr. Jeff L. Chervenak and Ms. Dori Gatter
Ms. Annie Chittenden
Mr. Keith and Mrs. Madeline Coakley
Coast to Coast Produce
Ms. Linda Coleman
Mr. Jim and Mrs. Tina Collias
Ms. Jessica Collis and Mr. Victor Belenchia
Dr. Joyce Comer
Mr. Ronald and Mrs. Nancy Compton
Ms. Ellen Conlon
Mr. David and Mrs. Rita Conrad
Ms. Colleen Cooper
Ms. Lynne L. Cooper and Mr. Russ Pekrul
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Corbett
Ms. Susan C. Barnes and Mr. Daniel Cosgrove
Mr. James and Mrs. Jessica Couzens
Mr. Owen and Mrs. Ashley Crihfield
Mr. Bill and Mrs. Ilona Crosswhite
Ms. Elizabeth Cullen and Mr. Martin Lilienthal
Mr. Harry and Mrs. Joan Curry
Mr. Charles and Mrs. Nancy Curtiss
Ms. Susan M. Daury and Mr. Ed Hatch
Ms. Cornelia Dayton and Mr. James Boster
Mr. Benny and Mrs. Brittany Delbon
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Ann M. DeMaio
Ms. Patricia Denno
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Derr
Mr. Steve and Mrs. Jean DeVito
Dog Days of West Hartford
Mr. Daniel and Mrs. Ellen P. Dollar
Mr. Thomas F. and Mrs. Dorothy J. Dorsey
Mr. Victor and Mrs. Jody Dowling
Ms. Charlanne Dubay
Ms. Sarah Gager and Mr. Arthur DuBois
Mr. Mark and Mrs. Nancy Elliott
Energizer Matching Gifts
Ms. AnnMarie Fay
Ms. Lynda Fee
Ms. Paula Fischer
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Tracey Fitzpatrick
Mr. James and Mrs. Jennifer Fitzsimmons
Mr. William and Mrs. Patricia Flaherty
Ms. Karen Flanders
Ms. Robin Fontaine and Mr. Mark Alexander
Dr. Alexander and Mrs. Carol Fortier
Ms. Christine Frederick
Ms. Taryn Fredericksen
Ms. Diane Gamache
GE Foundation
General Reinsurance Corporation
Mr. Chris and Mrs. Diane Gent
George Weiss Associates, Inc.
Mr. Jason and Mrs. Patricia George
Gizmo’s Frens, Inc.
Mr. M. Andrew Glass
Mr. Steve and Mrs. Blanche Goldenberg
Mr. Brian and Mrs. Erin Goldman
Ms. Carol Goodstein
Ms. Judith Gordon
Ms. Barbara Gorr
Mr. Ian and Mrs. Kimberly Green
Mr. Arthur and Mrs. Zadelle Greenblatt
Mr. Lindsey and Mrs. Jane Gruson
Mr. John and Mrs. Lyn Grzyszek

Left to right: Margaret Patricelli, Chuck Shivery, Mitchell and Susan Linker, Bob Patricelli, Chris Shivery
and Valerie Friedman

Longtime volunteers Ron LeBleu and Karen Fraser
Mr. Charles and Mrs. Mattie Gudnaitis
Guild Family Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Bill and Mrs. Eva Gurley
Mr. Bernard and Mrs. Linda Halligan
Ms. Charlotte Harris
Mr. Matthew and Mrs. Renee Hartzog
Mr. Neale and Mrs. Carol Hauss
Ms. Nicole Hautenne
Ms. Ingunn Hekneby and Mr. Michael Bassock
Mr. John and Mrs. Cheryl Henderson
Mrs. Jane Henderson
Ms. Alice Hendrickson
Mr. John and Mrs. Debra B. Hernandez
Dr. Stephen and Mrs. Gina M. Hoag
Mr. Michael Hoar
Ms. Lisa Holzwarth and Mr. Evan Schiller
Mr. Steve and Mrs. Jill Honeycomb
Mr. Daniel Horwitch
Mr. Richard and Mrs. Leslie Hutton
Mr Hobey and Mrs. Debby Hyde
Ms. Judith Ivie and Mr. Jorge A. Parra
Mr. Russell Jaeger
Mr. Albert and Mrs. Kathleen Jaffe
Ms. Janet Jandreau
Ms. Frances Jedrzejczyk
Mr. Theodore P. and Mrs. Ellen S. Jennings
Mr. Frank and Mrs. Cheryl Johnson
Ms. Kristen Johnson and Mr. Martin Azzolina
Ms. Ann Jones and Mr. Stephen D. Ramsey
Mr. Richard and Mrs. Debra Jones
Just Give
Mr. Bill Katz
Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Camille Kellogg
Ms. Jennifer Kelsey
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Volunteers Sandy and Alex Buettiker
Ms. Nancy Kirk
Mrs. Gretchen LaBau
Ms. Julie Baron and Mr. Patric Lagny
Ms. Donna Landerman
Ms. Hilary Lange and Ms. Peggy Hawkins
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Larson
Ms. Karen R. Laski
Mr. Robert Lazzerini
Ms. Karen Fraser and Mr. Ronald LeBleu
Lebon Press
Mr. Damon and Mrs. Beth Linker
Ms. Sara Linsley
Ms. Maria Litrenta
Ms. Mary Lowe
Mr. Mark and Mrs. Tracy Lunenburg
Ms. Karianne Maccalous
Mr. G. David MacKenzie
Malkin Fund Inc.
Mr. Peter and Mrs. Isabel Malkin
Ms. Diane Manganello
Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Jennifer Manley
Mr. Carmine and Mrs. Lorayne Margiotta
Margo Vivero Counseling
Mr. Greg Marsdale
Ms. Leah Martin
Mr. David Matheson
Ms. Diane Matthews
Mr. Christopher and Mrs. Kristen Maxwell
Mr. Joseph C. Mayo
Mr. Fred and Mrs. Kay McCarthy
Ms. Patricia McGuiness
Ms. Roberta McLean
Ms. Cheryl Medvetsky
Ms. Janice Melvin
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Spring Reception Honors Special Donors, continued
Ms. Kathy Mangiafico and Mr. Stephen Merlino
Mr. William and Mrs. Linda Mester
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Mr. and Mrs. James Millar
Mr. Rick and Mrs. Roxanna Miller
Mr. Mark and Mrs. Delores Morgano
Ms. Wendy A. Morris
Dr. Michael and Mrs. Michelle Morrison
Mr. John and Mrs. Mary Murphy
Mr. Ethan Musler
Mr. Scott and Mrs. Kate Musler
Mr. Peter and Mrs. Cathy Neag
Mr. Kenneth Nelson
Ms. Holly Billings and Ms. Marianne Nelson
Mr. Jay and Mrs. Elizabeth Nyczak
Ms. Marianne Odell
Ms. Moira O’Neill
Pack Edge, Inc.
Mr. Mark and Mrs. Luanne Paley
Mr. Gary Paradee
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Patricelli
Ms. Laura Perlotto
Pet Pals Northeast, Inc.
Mr. Stephen D. and Mrs. Suzanne Petke
Pat’s Pampered Pets
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Carol Picozzi
Mr. Francis Pierce
Ms. Kathy Pingitore
Ms. Martha Porteus
Ms. Marja G. Prewitt
Priority Bookkeeping Services
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Judith W. M. Prohaska
Ms. Esther Pryor
Ms. Ann Ramsdell
Mr. and Mrs. John Rathgeber
Rental Center of Colchester, Inc.
Ms. Sandy Richmond
Mr. James Robb
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Lori Robert
Mr. Nathan Rochette
Ms. Helen J. Rogers and Mr. Hariharan Swaminathan
Mr. Ken Rosenblatt
Mrs. Mary Rounsavall
Mr. Ron Roy
Ms. Barbara Rubin
Ms. Linda Salzberg
Ms. Diane Samuels
Mr. Douglas and Mrs. Elizabeth Sansom
Ms. Dianna Santos and Mr. Michael Gobar
Mr. Ross Scheepers and Mr. John Stanley
Alison V. Scherer
Mr. Don and Mrs. Kathy Schmidt
Ms. Lorraine Scotti
Mr. Gary and Mrs. Eiko Seevers
Ms. Robin Shannon
Mr. Peter and Mrs. Sally Shapiro
Ms. Tracy Dunbrook and Mr. James Shaughnessy
Mr. Scott and Mrs. Andrea Shindeldecker
The Shuskus Family
Mr. Mark Sinatro
Ms. Vi R. Smalley
Mr. William Smith
Mr. Peter and Mrs. Judy Spring
Mr. Michael and Mrs. Carol Stacy
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Gillian Steel
Mr. Morris and Mrs. Nancy Storck
Ms. Sandy Strain
Ms. Tera Jenson and Mr. Jeremy Strange
Mr. Michael and Mrs. Harriet Sullivan
Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Jan Sweitzer
Mr. Evan and Mrs. Susan Taback
Mr. Chris and Mrs. Lillian Talbot
Mr. Philip and Mrs. Kathie Taymor
The Citizens National Bank
Dr. Clarence and Mrs. Melinda Trummel
Ms. Cynthia Tyler
United Way of Greater Waterbury
Mr. John and Mrs. Mary Anne Urquhart
Ms. Debbie Voyer
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Susan Linker and Brad Hoffman

Beverly Grove and Kathy Palmeri

Douglas and Irma Gregory

Marie Joyner, OC’s Director of Canine Operations
shares a laugh with donor Liz Nyczak

OC’s Development Committee Chair, Mitchell Linker, updates the guests
Mr. Terry and Dr. Mary C. Wakeman
Mr. James and Mrs. Donna Wakim
Mr. Paul and Mrs. Dawne Ware
Ms. Karen Wassell
Mr. Marty and Mrs. Linda Wasserstein
Mr. Lee and Mrs. Donna Wenzel
Ms. Georgiana White
Mr. Kevin and Mrs. Joanne Wholey
Ms. Eva Wickwire
Mr. Scott and Mrs. Amanda Wieting
Ms. Carole Wilson
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Mr. Don and Mrs. Monica C. Wilson
Ms. Kristin Woodward
Yalesville Veterinary Hospital
Ms. Vanessa Yi and Mr. Kevin Mounts
Mr. Edward and Mrs. Kathleen Young
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Patty Zdankiewicz
Zeisler & Zeisler, PC
Ms. Anita L. Zlatev and Mr. Paul S. Szwed
Ms. Maureen Zaslowksy and Mr. Adam Zweifler

Pawsitive Ending By Jennifer Barrows
Angels in Connecticut

Upon his arrival at the animal shelter, Johnny
Angel was a quivering, cowering, growling
bundle of nerves. He had been surrendered
to Portland Animal Control at a year old, after
his owner went into the hospital. For the first
month he was at the shelter, it was assumed
that he was a vicious dog – he would run up to
his kennel door and bark aggressively whenever
anyone approached.

socialization in order to become adoptable.
However, she had reached a major roadblock.

Few at the shelter held out hope that Johnny
would be an adoptable dog; in fact his days
were numbered. Gail Petras, an Animal Control
Officer (ACO) for the Town of Middletown, which
uses the Portland shelter for dogs found within
its jurisdiction, noticed Johnny and felt strongly
that there was more to him than met the eye.

Our Companions came through with $1,000,
donated specifically for such a purpose by
Our Companions Board Chair Valerie Friedman.
Johnny was able to spend an entire month at
John Gagnon’s, learning and socializing with
many different dogs and people, including men.
“This was definitely a turning point for him. I
can say with one hundred percent certainty that
without OC’s help, this dog would have been
euthanized,” says Petras.

“I stepped in, took him out to get him socialized and quickly realized that he was scared to
death. He was not aggressive at all, he was just
acting big and tough,” recalls Officer Petras.
Petras contacted Marie Joyner, Canine Operations Director for Our Companions, for assistance in evaluating Johnny. Unfortunately, he
couldn’t get through the evaluation process
properly because he was so scared.
Over the course of many months, Petras continued to take Johnny out, getting him more acclimated to people and places. It quickly became
evident that Johnny was comfortable around
women, but not men. Johnny needed much
more attention and training in order to become
adoptable. Still, Officer Petras could see that
the true Johnny Angel was emerging, and she
was not about to give up on him.
Despite attention and love from his guardian
angel Officer Petras, Johnny was still living in a
shelter environment, and after several months
his progress plateaued. Petras sent him to John
Gagnon’s Pet Resort for a week of training and
doggie day care/socialization. There, the training team was overjoyed to learn that Johnny
had no aggression or fear of other dogs. Even
when provoked by an aggressive dog, Johnny
would just walk away. This reinforced Petras’s
belief that Johnny was an exceptional dog who
just needed a longer stint with training and

“I had already spent a great deal of time and
energy with this one dog, using all available
resources. There was no chance of my going
any further without some outside financial
assistance,” says Petras. “That is where Our
Companions stepped in.”
Gail Petras, Middletown ACO, with Johnny Angel

After working with Johnny for more than a year,
Petras felt confident enough to post Johnny
as an adoptable pet on Petfinder.com. Linda
Carman spotted Johnny’s listing and contacted
Petras.
“Linda was not at all intimidated. She saw his
photo and story and she loved him immediately,” recalls Petras. Linda agreed to move
forward slowly. She visited him regularly and
eventually asked Petras if Johnny could meet
her husband and two dogs.
“I took Johnny to their house and he’s been
there ever since.” Petras says. “When I brought
him to her, I cried. It could not have been a
better arrangement for him.” Johnny gained a
canine sister and brother that day, and received
a new name, “Buddy,” perfect for him since he
just wants to be friends with everyone.
Linda speaks glowingly about Buddy. Her eyes
brimming with tears, she explained that the saying common in animal rescue, “Who rescued
who?” is absolutely fitting for her situation.
“This dog has made such a difference in my
life. Buddy was with me at a time when my
mother was having serious health issues, and
he showed such compassion and love – he
definitely helped me through it.”
www.OurCompanions.org | Spring/Summer 2013

Johnny Angel (Buddy) shows off his new coat

Linda Carman lovingly hugs Johnny Angel (Buddy)
Thanks to a team of angels – a caring and
dedicated ACO, a generous OC donor, and a
loving and patient adopter – the new Buddy is
living a happy and active life. As if this were not
heartwarming enough, Linda is enrolling Buddy
in classes to train him for therapy work. Soon,
he will be brightening the days of veterans suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder. What
a wonderful, unlikely twist of fate for a very
special dog.
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Marie’s Den

by Kelly Alver

Getting Through Your Dog’s Teenage Years

Kids aren’t the only ones who go through
adolescence. Dogs go through it, too. Sadly,
adolescence is the period when most dogs are
surrendered to shelters. In fact, the median age
of dogs given up for adoption is two. At age two,
dogs are no longer puppies, but they still have
a great deal of energy. Exercise, training and
socialization are some of the keys to keeping
dogs happy, healthy and well-behaved. Read on
for some suggestions from OC’s Marie Joyner
on how to navigate the teenage years with
your dog.
Exercise is essential for a dog’s well being.
Give your dog an outlet for all of that energy –
and for chewing. If you work all day, consider
doggie daycare. Take your dog to a dog park to
run around or make sure she gets a good walk
each day. Provide her with toys to keep her
occupied. No plush toys, though. Make sure
they are toys that are tough, like Nylabones®.
Use interactive toys like a Kong® or the
Buster Cube®. Hide a treat inside the Kong®
or let her use the Buster Cube® to eat her
meal while getting exercise. She will busy
herself trying to get the treat (or the meal) and
she will enjoy the reward.
Another suggestion is to crate train your dog
during the day while you are at work. This will
keep him safe and prevent him from entertaining himself by being destructive as he waits for
your return.
Keep up with your dog’s training and make it
fun for him. Play fetch, throw a Frisbee or enjoy
games like hide and seek. Spend time focusing
on recall, which is important if you let your dog
off leash at a park or on a hike. You can do this
by playing follow the leader. Run away from him

and tell him to “come.” Reward him with a treat
when he comes, then run off and do it all over
again. These types of games are also mentally
stimulating for your dog.
Continue to socialize your dog as much as you
can throughout her life, not just during puppyhood. This is critical because dogs that are not

Our Companions Canine Operations Director, Marie Joyner, receives
questions every day about dogs and their behavioral issues.
Marie’s Den answers some of the more commonly asked questions.

Marie’s Den
To submit a question for consideration in a future edition
of Marie’s Den, call us at 860-242-9999, ext. 301,
or e-mail editor@ourcompanions.org.
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socialized enough are more likely to become
stressed in unfamiliar situations, which makes
them more inclined to bite. Expose her to all
sorts of people, environments, and other dogs,
but don’t force her to interact with people,
animals or objects that she is afraid of. Dogs
need to learn how to relate to other dogs and to
people and the way to do this is to be introduced to a variety of different situations.
A tired dog is a happy dog, as the saying goes.
And if your dog is well exercised, trained and
socialized, the better behaved she will be.
Taking the time to support your dog this way
means that you will have an easier (and more
enjoyable) time going through the teenage
years with your canine companion.

Technically Speaking

by Lyn T. Garson, CVT

Seeing Spots – What’s Normal, What’s Not
A frantic pet owner called her veterinarian’s
office. “I just got home from work and I need to
bring my cat in right away. He has spots all over
him. I need to come in right now.”

ness of malignant melanoma (skin cancer) in
people, it is easy to understand the cause for
alarm considering melanoma involves cells that
also produce pigment.

In an attempt to gather further information
the technician asked, “Where exactly are
the spots?”

Primarily affecting middle-aged to older pets,
and more commonly seen in dogs, malignant
melanoma often presents as a tumor inside
the mouth or between toes. In cats, the iris
(colored portion) of the eye is the most common site of malignant melanoma. To confuse
cat owners even more, a natural aging process
occurs in geriatric cats that produces brown
splotches in the eyes. These normal elderly
changes are not cancerous and do not affect vision. Any noticeable changes in the eyes should
always be reported immediately to your veterinarian, especially if they occurred suddenly.

“On his lips! I need to come in right now!”
“Are the spots only on his lips?”
“Yes! But he just got them today while I was at
work. He wasn’t like that this morning.”
“What color is your cat?”
“He’s orange. But the spots are black and
they just popped out today. I need to bring
him in right now to see the doctor.
Something is wrong.”
The technician explained to the client what was
later confirmed upon physical examination.
Her spot-covered cat had a condition known as
lentigo simplex – a completely normal accumulation of black pigment commonly seen on
the lips, gums, nose, and eyelid rims of orange
cats in particular. Similar to freckles (except
not affected by the sun), these flat, harmless
specks are also found on calico, and tortoiseshell colored cats. Spots can develop at any
age, generally around three years, and typically
increase in number as cats mature. No cause
is currently known for the discolorations.
Although not a form of cancer, lentigo blemishes are a frequent concern for clients especially
when specks multiply or form in clusters which
make them appear to be spreading. This is
strictly cosmetic; however due to greater aware-

Some pets are at an increased risk for certain
skin conditions. White cats and those with thinning hair or bald areas are much more susceptible to sunburn (feline solar dermatitis). Just
as in humans, repeated, unprotected exposure
to the sun causes severe burns. In advanced
stages sunburn can develop into squamous
cell carcinoma, a form of skin cancer. Ears and
nose are the most commonly affected areas,
although it can occur on the eyelid, or other
areas of the body as well. Red, itchy patches,
scaly skin, hair loss or any abnormality of your
cat’s skin should be assessed by your veterinarian and treated as necessary.
Early detection is key. Make a routine of spending a few minutes petting your cat while closely
examining their skin, coat and whole body from
head to toe. Keep in mind not every lump or
change is indicative of something life threatening, but anything out of the ordinary is worth a
phone call to your veterinary hospital…even if it
turns out to be freckles.

Technically Speaking is written by Certified Veterinary Technician,
Lyn T. Garson, to address basic information on animal health issues
and how they needn’t be barriers to adopting a great pet.

Technically Speaking
To submit a question for consideration in a future edition
of Technically Speaking, call us at 860-242-9999, ext. 301,
or e-mail editor@ourcompanions.org.
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The Scoop
Cat Myths - Part Two

by Andrea Dobras

MYTH: Cats always land
on their feet.
In most cases, cats do land on their feet, but
not always! Referred to as “righting” themselves, when given enough distance, cats are
often able to twist themselves so that their feet
and legs cushion the impact of a fall. The ability
to “right” themselves is due to the fact that
cats do not have a collarbone and the bones
that make up their backbone are mobile, providing free movement of their front legs, allowing them to more easily bend and rotate their
bodies. Development of this special skill begins
when a kitten is 3 to 4 weeks of age and is usually perfected by seven weeks. It’s important to
note that too short or too long a fall, will most
likely end in injury because the cat is either
not given enough distance to “right” himself or
because the distance is too great for the legs
and feet to absorb the shock.

MYTH: Only male cats spray.
You’re not going to like this, but any mature cat
can spray. Most commonly, intact males spray
for territorial reasons, however even neutered
cats (both male and female) can spray. Spaying/neutering cats greatly reduces the chances
of spraying in the majority of cases. Want to
further reduce your chances? Take into consideration these factors that could lead to feline
spraying: changes in the household, too few
litter boxes, too many cats, not enough vertical
territory, improper/rushed introductions to
other animals, stress, health issues, or cohabitating with other intact males/females.

MYTH: A purring cat is a
happy cat.
Occurring when cats are happy, nervous, in
pain, in labor and occasionally when dying,

purring is more an expression of an emotion
than an expression of happiness.

MYTH: All orange cats
are male.
It’s quite common to have orange female cats
(certainly more common than a calico male). To
create an orange male cat, only one copy of the
O gene is required to produce an orange coat.
For a female to be orange, both chromosomes
need to have an O gene. A female with only one
O gene will result in a calico cat.

MYTH: Declawing won’t hurt
my cat.
Declawing, technically known as onychectomy,
suggests that only the claws are removed, however each of the bones that the claws emerge
from are also removed. During the operation,
the ligaments involved in the normal use of the

Andrea Dobras is an Our Companions board member and one of
our animal welfare professionals. She specializes in the placement of
cats with FIV. In this regular feature, she helps others with the most
complex cat conundrums.

The Scoop

To submit a question for consideration in a future edition
of The Scoop, call us at 860-242-9999, ext. 301,
or e-mail editor@ourcompanions.org.
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paw are also cut. If the same procedure were
done to human hands, it would be as if all ten
of the bones that your fingertips grow from
were removed.
Declawing may cause emotional and mental trauma in your cat. It is an excruciatingly
painful procedure and not one from which all
cats will fully recover. Many declawed cats are
surrendered to shelters because of behaviour
problems they developed after being declawed,
which can include biting, fearfulness and
refusal to use the litter box. Thankfully, today
there are many healthy, effective and safe
alternatives to this procedure.
If you would like more information on
declawing alternatives, please contact the
Our Companions Animal Helpline at
860-242-9999.

References:
www.petfinder.com/pet-care/cat-myths
www.cat-world.com.au/cat-myths
cats.lovetoknow.com/Negative_Aspects_of_
Declawing_a_Cat
www.peteducation.com

Marketplace
FRONTIER MEDICINE
A Broader View of Your Pets Healthcare

A professional office with experienced
veterinarians who are certified in veterinary
acupuncture and chiropractic and accomplished
in many effective holistic modalities.
Allys Maybank, VMD
Amy Matthews, VMD PhD

860-653-7831

17 South Main Street, East Granby, CT

www.frontiervetmed.com

Leaving Again?

Do you have someone to care
for your pet when you’re away?
We offer: Pet Sitting Services
Vacation Services • Mid-Day Dog Walks
Call for a free consultation

860-231-0494

Client and
Veterinary
Recommended

“We treat your pets like family”
WestHartfordPetSitters.com

whpetsitters@yahoo.com • Bonded & Fully Insured

Custom software applications
and database systems
to help your business compete in a demanding marketplace.
Sales Support · Ordering Systems
Reporting Applications
Information solutions that enhance efficiency,
save time and reduce costs.

JTechWorks, LLC
Rocky Hill

860-563-5930
Putting Your Information to Work

www.OurCompanions.org | Spring/Summer 2013

JTechWorks.com
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Marketplace

Income Tax Preparation • Bookkeeping

TAX
EXPERTS

We can
help!

860-432-9494

290 Main Street, Manchester, CT

Journal Inquirer

The JI Tells It Like It Is. Somebody Has To.
Serving the following communities with local,
state and national news, weather and sports
East Windsor, Enfield, Somers,
Suffield, Windsor, Windsor Locks,
Andover, Bolton, Coventry,
East Hartford, Hebron, Manchester
Ellington, South Windsor,
Stafford, Tolland, Vernon
306 Progress Dr., Manchester, CT

860-646-0500 • 800-237-3606

Our Board Certified Specialists
diagnose and treat complex
diseases and perform
advanced procedures.

General and Specialty Practice
Our general hospital provides routine
healthcare & surgery for small animals
including dogs, cats and exotics.
Our state-of-the-art
referral hospital offers
expanded services including:

 On-site MRI facility
 Physical Rehabilitation
 Ultrasound

www.veterinaryspecialistsofct.com
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Jeffrey L. Berzon, DVM, DACVS
Steven S. Leshem, DVM, DACVS
Kenneth E. Knaack, DVM, DACVIM
Elizabeth Goldman, DVM, DACVIM
Harlan C. Gustafson, DVM
Deidre S. Galbo, DVM
Mary Zee, BVetMed

993 North Main Street
West Hartford, CT 06117

(860) 236-3273

Marketplace

FRONTIER WELLNESS

For People
and Pets

Catering to health care therapies
and items for pets and their people.
• Advanced Allergy Therapeutics
For People: Dr. Carla Hutt, ND
For Animals: Dr. Allys Maybank, VMD
• Self Care Therapies and Supplements
• Health Care Items
• Gifts

860-653-7831

17 South Main St, East Granby, CT
www.frontiervetmed.com

860-537-3431
800-545-GANO
120 Linwood Ave (Rte 16) Colchester, CT

www.ganos.com
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Take Me Home
Meet Suzie

Suzie is one of our most recent arrivals. She has
striking black and white markings, stunning
blue eyes, and charming freckles. She is happy,
good-natured, and full of zip.
Suzie is approximately two years old and is
60 pounds of pure love. She would thrive in a home
where she can be active; having someone to toss
a ball around with her and play with her squeaky
toys. She will make a wonderful companion and
addition to the family.
Suzie is healthy, spayed and up to date on her
vaccinations. Please stop by the sanctuary to meet
her in person and see just how lovely she truly is!

For more information on adopting Suzie, please contact the Helpline at 860-242-9999,
or via email at Helpline@ourcompanions.org .
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