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Dear Friends, 

Our Companions has two main priorities: to help 
animals in need today and to prevent animals 
from becoming homeless tomorrow. The first 
priority is, in part, being addressed by our sanctu-
ary in Ashford, Connecticut, which opened in late 
2012. It’s a glorious facility, providing solace for 
animals in need of a loving home. As we continue 
to build more cottages on the campus, even more 
animals will be rehabilitated and given a second 
chance at finding a loving forever home.

However, it’s the latter priority that truly inspires 
me. It is the part of our mission that speaks to 
the root causes of pet homelessness, suffering 
and euthanasia. While this work may be less 

visible and perhaps less exciting than the work 
taking place at the sanctuary, it’s no less impor-
tant. To that end, I am pleased to announce the 
opening of our new program and training center 
in Manchester, Connecticut. 

This facility will help us honor our promise to 
prevent future pet homelessness. In addition to 
our administrative offices, the 6,000 square foot 
facility will house our critical Helpline call center, 
our canine behavioral training and humane edu-
cation sessions, and will provide a physical space 
for our political organizing efforts, low cost spay/
neuter initiatives and adoption services. These 
are the programs that truly address the issue of 
pet overpopulation and homelessness, and now 
we’ll be able to administer them in a far more 
effective and efficient manner. Between opening 
the program center and the first rescue cottage, 
our 10th year as an organization was both transi-
tional and transformational.

So let me take this opportunity, on behalf  
of the staff, volunteers and animals helped by  
Our Companions, to thank you for your invest-
ment in our vision. None of this would have  
been possible without your commitment and 
generosity. We are honored that you have 
chosen to champion this cause and  
we’re excited to be on this journey together.  
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Dear Friends,

As Our Companions has grown over the past 
several years, we’ve worked hard to keep ex-
penses to a minimum, while providing a growing 
number of life saving programs to animals in 
need. As you can imagine, veterinary bills alone 

make this challenging. In the beginning, our 
reasoning was that if we curtailed our adminis-
trative expenses as much as possible, more of 
our funding could go directly to the animals. 

We reached a point, however, where our prag-
matism and frugality were beginning to hinder 
our ability to effectively fulfill our mission. 

Much of our work over the past 10 years has 
been conducted in ill-suited, make-shift envi-
ronments: feral cat trainings in my driveway; 
dog trainings in empty parking lots; volunteer 
orientation meetings in unoccupied church 
basements; and adoptions anywhere and  
everywhere, to include our basement, the 
homes of our volunteers, a park, the street,  
a car – you get the picture.  

While the sanctuary provides relief in terms of 
animal housing, the space does not accommo-
date all aspects of our business and mission. 

Thanks to the hard work of the Board of Direc-
tors’ Program Center Task Force, and after an 
exhaustive year-long search, I am excited to 

announce the opening of the Valerie Friedman 
Program Center. Named in honor of Valerie 
Friedman, in recognition of her extraordinary 
leadership as our first Board Chair, the Center  
is centrally and conveniently located in  
Manchester, Connecticut. This big, beautiful 
space will allow us to continue our work more 
efficiently and productively.

I’d like to thank all those volunteers who stuck 
with us and endured the challenges of not hav-
ing a proper space to conduct our business for 
all these years. This facility is a tribute to their 
great work and commitment to our mission of 
not only helping animals in need today, but in 
preventing animals from becoming homeless 
tomorrow, through our unique and progressive 
programs and services. 

Between the sanctuary and the program center, 
Our Companions, much like the animals we 
save, finally has a home.

Finally, Our Companions Has a Home!

Susan Linker, CEO

Going Above and Beyond
There is no better way to honor your pet than to help other animals who are less fortunate.  
By including Our Companions in your estate plans, you will become a member of our  
Forever Home Society, helping us fulfill our promise to help thousands of abused and  
neglected animals who have no other place to turn.

Giving is one of life’s greatest satisfactions, especially when you know that your gift will im-
prove the lives of deserving animals for generations to come. Below, is a current listing of the 
Our Companions Forever Home Society members – we hope you will consider adding  
your name to this list.

Legal Language and Tax ID
If you wish to name Our Companions in your will  
or estate plan, we should be named as:

Our Companions Domestic Animal Sanctuary
Legal Address: P.O. Box 956
Manchester, CT  06045-0956
Tax ID Number: 41-2047734

Anonymous
Ms. Mary Jean Agostini
Dr. George and Mrs. Jennifer Barrows 
Mr. James and Mrs. Jessica Couzens
Mr. Harry and Mrs. Joan Curry
Ms. Mary June Day
Ms. Heather Dennis and Mr. Kevin Gillespie
Ms. Christine Durrer
Ms. Paula Fischer
Mr. Marvin Fried
Ms. Valerie Friedman
Ms. Lyn Garson and Ms. Tara Martin
Mr. Bob and Mrs. Susan Hart
Ms. Kathie Hunter
Ms. Lisa Ireland *

Ms. Dottie Kern
Mrs. Gretchen LaBau
Ms. Mary Mansfield
Mr. Roger and Mrs. Barbara Orsie
Ms. Lida Orzeck
Ms. Nancy Parker
Mr. Neil and Mrs. Kathy Pierson
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Judith W.M. Prohaska
Ms. Barbara Ruben and Ms. June Roy
Ms. Lorraine Semnoski
Mr. Charles and Mrs. Chris Shivery
Ms. Joanne Singer
Ms. Joyce Snyder
Dr. Gordon and Mrs. Kim Zimmermann
*Deceased

If you have already included Our Companions in your estate plans, please let us know so we 
can welcome you as a member of the Forever Home Society. To learn more, please contact 
Susan Linker at (860) 242-9999, ext. 301 or email SusanL@OurCompanions.org.
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Last year was a historic one for Our Compan-
ions. In addition to celebrating our 10th anni-
versary, we opened the first rescue cottage on a 
43-acre parcel of land in Ashford, Connecticut. 
Though we’d accomplished much over the past 
decade and saved countless lives through our 
programs and services, it was thrilling to finally 
honor the promise we’d made to the commu-
nity, and open New England’s first large-scale 
domestic animal sanctuary. Over the coming 
year, two more cottages are scheduled for 
construction, which will more than double the 
sanctuary’s capacity. Ultimately, the sanctuary 
will include a total of 16 cottages – eight for 
dogs, and eight for cats. 

A Visible Achievement
According to Our Companions Board Chair Val-
erie Friedman, “The sanctuary is what attracts 
people to the organization. Once they learn 
about our other programs – the Helpline, Sterile 
Feral program, and Canine College – they 
realize that there is a tremendous need for our 
programs, and that our work is much more than 
pet rescue and adoption.”

As I write this article, I consider my nearly 
decade-long involvement with Our Compan-
ions as just one example of this. In 2002, I 
rescued two dogs from a traditional animal 
shelter in Connecticut. For me, the visit to the 
shelter was disturbing. As a lifelong animal 
lover, I was overwhelmed by the rows of dogs 
– some were barking, others paced back and 
forth whining, and still others cowered in  
their cages.

Although I felt good about providing a home 
for two dogs, I felt sadness and guilt about the 
fate of the dogs I could not rescue. I also knew 
that once I took my dogs home, there would 
be two more to take their places at the shelter, 
and who might be destroyed if they were not 
promptly adopted. I did a small thing in adopt-
ing my dogs, but I wanted to do more – but 
what could I do?

Just a few years later, the answer appeared to 
me. I was thumbing through the Hartford Busi-
ness Journal and came across the annual “40 
Under 40” list, profiling leading young profes-
sionals in the region, including Our Companions 
Chief Executive Officer, Susan Linker. Contained 
in Susan’s profile was the word that propelled 
me to reach out to offer my services as a vol-
unteer: sanctuary. Although the actual sanctu-
ary was barely a plan on paper at the time, I 
wanted to be involved in any way I could, and 
immediately began volunteering on the commit-
tee that produces Our Companions News.

The First Rescue Cottage:  
A Vision Realized
Last October 2012, the first group of dogs and 
cats moved into the rescue cottage in Ashford. 
Complete with separate rooms, furniture and a 
kitchen, the cottages were designed to provide 
a familiar and comforting environment.

The first night, after all the volunteers had left 
and the lights were out, Susan and Our Compan-
ions Co-founder and Canine Operations Director 
Marie Joyner watched the security video moni-
tors in each room to see how the animals would 

react. Having worked in a traditional animal 
shelter like the one I described earlier, Susan 
knew that pets are highly stressed while in that 
environment, especially on the first night, when 
they are displaced, confused and frightened. 

Something remarkable happened that first 
night: nothing. Despite the dogs’ being strang-
ers to each other and in a new place, they did 

Looking Ahead to the Next Decade 
by Jessica Beganski
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not bark, whine, cry or pace back and forth. 
Each one hopped up on a piece of furniture 
and settled down for the night – just like they 
were home.

According to Susan, “Marie and I looked at 
each other and we both let out a huge sigh and, 
to be truthful, shed a few tears. In our hearts 
and intellectually we knew that by providing this 
home-like sanctuary environment we would be 
able to do something that has never been done 
before –to allow homeless pets to feel like they 
are safe at home. However, this was only our 
vision. Seeing the reality of it on those security 
monitors as these dogs and cats slept peace-
fully all night was really powerful.” 

The Valerie Friedman  
Program Center
While the sanctuary provides a comforting 
and familiar place for abandoned animals to 
prepare for adoption, it alone will not solve 
the problem of pet homelessness. We could 
build several facilities like the sanctuary, and 
we would still have pets being abandoned and 
abused. In the next decade, Our Companions 
will continue to work to address the root causes 
of pet homelessness. The sanctuary will be one 
important tool we have at our disposal; another 
will be the Valerie Friedman Program Center.

Shortly after the sanctuary opened, Our 
Companions signed a lease to open a 6,000 
square foot facility in Manchester, Connecticut. 
Scheduled to open to the public in February, 
the Valerie Friedman Program Center will serve 
several functions, by providing professional 
office space for Our Companions employees 
and volunteers, a central location for commu-
nity meetings, a large dog training facility and 
home for the Canine College program, a large 
humane education area, facilities for the Sterile 
Feral (Trap/Neuter/Return) program for feral 
cats, and a public adoption center.

“When Susan and I started Our Companions 
all those years ago, what we had in mind was 
building a sanctuary that would house, rehabili-
tate and find homes for pets who had no other 
place to turn,” said Joyner. “After a couple years 

of really learning the true issues surrounding 
pet homelessness, we realized that rescue 
wasn’t just about adoption.”

“There are so many other issues that lead to 
unnecessary euthanasia,” Joyner continued. 
“For example, with dogs it’s often behavior 
related, for cats it’s the problem of overpopula-
tion; but even less tangible issues like public 
education, humane education, and political 
advocacy are of great importance in terms of 
truly solving the animal-related problems in our 
society. Now, thanks to the Valerie Friedman 
Program Center, we finally have the physical 
space to address these issues head on.” 

As I look back at my volunteer career with Our 
Companions, I feel proud to have been able to 

play a part in helping this organization grow and 
come to this important place. When I look to the 
future, I know that the next decade will be full of 
challenges. There is so much more work to be 
done for the animals, and I am still compelled 
to do whatever I can to help this organization 
to dramatically and permanently improve the 
conditions for animals in our community. 

When asked what was in store for the next 
ten years at Our Companions, Friedman was 
reflective. “With the opening of the sanctuary, 
we have a visible achievement; but it is just one 
step of many we have taken and many more we 
still need to take. We must build on this suc-
cess and save more lives by building additional 
rescue cottages at the sanctuary and continu-
ing to expand our valuable programs.” 

Looking Ahead to the Next Decade (continued)

Photos of recent T-Touch seminar at the  
Valerie Friedman Program Center.
Our Companions’ Canine College volunteers will  
be utilizing the Program Center to provide dog  
training classes, behavior modification seminars 
and other educational programs.  
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This is a love story between a young woman 
and her dog, and the people they left behind.

Katie Reid loved life. But more than anything 
she loved dogs. At the age of two, she bravely 
introduced herself to her next-door neighbor’s 
dog. Because of her brother’s allergies, dogs 
weren’t allowed in her home, but that didn’t 
stop her from entering their world. Whether it 
was through starting a dog sitting service as 
a teenager, or working at dog “resorts,” she 
always managed to fulfill her need to show 
compassion and love for the dogs who crossed 
her path.

According to those closest to her, her compas-
sion for animals and people was cloaked in a si-
lent humility. “She never let on about all the good 
things she did for others,” says her boyfriend, 
Andy Leitao. “She was so fun-loving, and there 
was much more to her than people knew. She 
would light up a room. I found comfort with her.”

That comfort extended to an agreement be-
tween the two that they would share custody 
of a dog. Enter Jax, the Swiss Mountain Dog 
puppy. When Katie spotted Jax’s mother at a 
softball game, she knew she had to have one of 
her puppies. Andy “gave in to her” and agreed 
to adopt Jax (and of course she picked the runt 
of the litter). From that moment on, Jax and 
Katie formed an inseparable bond – more than 
they would ever know. Katie and Jax knew they 
were meant for each other. “When I would come 
home from work, Jax would raise his head and 
wag his tail, but when Katie walked through the 
door, it would be complete madness -- he would 
get up and be all over her,” recalls Andy.

Katie would take voluminous pictures and 
videos of her times with Jax. A picture on her 
mother’s refrigerator door shows a smiling, 
lovely young woman hugging an equally smiling, 
totally happy black and white puppy. “I had 
never seen her so happy,” says Andy.

When Jax started to show signs of sickness, it 
was Katie who gave him his daily treatments. It 
was Katie who soothed him and cared for him 

as his kidneys began to fail.

Life can sometimes be cruel when it ends so 
abruptly on a summer’s day in Rhode Island. 
The vibrant young woman who had so much to 
live for lost her life tragically in a car accident 
in 2011. That same day, Jax, who prior to that 
tragic day had so valiantly clung to life and his 
companion, walked out of Katie’s mother’s 
house and became so violently ill that he had to 
be euthanized. They are both resting together 
now. Jax’s ashes were buried with Katie.

Katie’s selfless compassion lives on with the 
help of her many friends and family. To keep her 
memory and spirit alive, Katie’s mother Barbara 
Reid and her friend Judy Morin, along with Andy 
and his mother Louise Leitao and close family 
friend Tim O’Neil, banded together with Katie’s 
many friends and family to start a charitable 
foundation in her name. In its first year, The 
Katie Reid Foundation raised enough money to 
sustain the Manchester Scholarship Fund. 

“The restaurant ‘Chops ‘N’ Catch’ and its owner, 
Cory Wry, did a fantastic job with the fundrais-
ing dinner,” says Andy. “We were so grateful for 
his generosity.” Through these efforts, in 2012, 
The Katie Reid Foundation donated $5,000 to 
Our Companions’ Cricket Fund which provides 
funding for dogs needing specialized veterinary 
care. Chops ‘N’ Catch will host another special 
event to benefit Our Companions on March 24, 
2013, beginning at 4 p.m.

“Katie loved dogs so much that we wanted 
to find an animal rescue organization that 
would help dogs. Katie would love this,” says 
her mother Barbara. The Foundation plans on 
continuing its fundraising and support of Our 
Companions for many years to come. “We’re 
doing exactly what Katie would have wanted,” 
says Andy. “She loved dogs and she loved to 
have fun.”

This is a love story that doesn’t have an end. 
It goes on, reaching out to help other dogs in 
need, and keeping a young woman’s vibrant 
and sweet spirit alive for the ages. 

A Love Story: The Katie Reid Foundation
By Mary deManbey

For more information about The Katie Reid Foundation, contact Our Companions at (860) 242-9999,  
ext. 301 or email info@OurCompanions.org.
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Pawsitive Ending by Cheryl Lawless
Sonny Chose Them

Robert Ferris has enjoyed teasing his wife  
Megan about the possibility that Sonny, their 
newly adopted adult orange tabby, really chose 
them and not the other way around. Perhaps 
he’s been right. As it turned out, Sonny and 
Megan Ferris’ lives were entwined before  
they even knew each other. 

As a student in the University of Hartford’s Phys-
ical Therapy program, Megan has worked with a 
variety of people. Although all her patients are 
important to her, she had become very fond of 
one elderly gentleman in particular. He often 
waxed affectionately about his cat, Sonny, and 
how much he looked forward to returning home 
to be with him again. Sadly, that did not hap-
pen, as the elderly gentleman passed on. As 
fortune had it, however, his cat was taken into 
Our Companions’ Friendly Cat Rescue Program.  

After a time, Sonny was moved from a tempo-
rary foster home into the new Our Companions 
Ashford Sanctuary. There he met and lived with 
other cats also available for adoption who were 
patiently awaiting their forever homes.

About this time, Megan and Robert decided 
that they wanted to share their lives with an 
older cat – preferably an affectionate one with 
big double paws. After many hours searching 
on Petfinder.com, they found a potential feline 
friend. As fate had it, this cat, a Bengal cat 
named Marie, was part of the Our Companions 
Friendly Cat Rescue Program.

Upon completing an adoption application, 
Megan and Robert talked with Helpline volun-
teer Kim Green, who clearly understood their 
lifestyle and personalities – an important step 
in matching a potential pet with interested 
adopters. Through the interview process they 
learned that Marie needed a great deal more 
space than their apartment offered. However, 
Kim put the couple in touch with fellow Helpline 
volunteer Vanessa Yi, who recommended 
another sweet, affectionate older cat named 
Sonny, whose previous owner had recently 
passed on. 

With that mention, a bell went off in Megan’s 
mind, as she realized that Sonny was the pet 
that the wonderful elderly gentleman to whom 
she had been giving physical therapy was talk-
ing about. The pet he had loved so much. With-

out hesitation, Megan and Robert made 
plans to meet Sonny. He had the double 
paws that they so wanted, besides the 
fact that there was an obvious personal 
connection with him. It did not take long 
before Megan and Robert decided to of-
fer him the forever home he deserved. 

Sonny is now part of a wonderful family 
and has earned the distinction of being 
one of the first cats to be adopted from 
the Ashford sanctuary. Visiting Sonny in 
the sanctuary’s homelike environment 
gave Megan and Robert the opportunity 
to imagine Sonny in their home and pro-
vided some relaxing, unpressured time to 
experience his personality.

So Sonny’s journey has come full circle. 
He has found his new forever home – 
one that crossed paths with his last lov-
ing home like two ships passing in  
the night. 

Volunteers Needed:  
Help Save the Lives  
of Needy Animals

The Animal Assistance Helpline 
is one of our busiest programs 
and we need more volunteers! 
Helpline volunteers are the first 
people the community speaks to 
when they are looking for help 
or to adopt a pet. We receive 
calls for pets that need to be 
re-homed, stray pets that have 
been rescued, behavioral assistance, low-cost spay and neuter, feral cat assistance, 
and even for the placement of small animals.  

The Helpline volunteers also speak with people looking to adopt just the right pet 
for their family. Volunteers of the Animal Helpline can choose to specialize in areas 
such as: cat placement/adoption, dog placement/adoption, feral cat outreach, etc. 
They will also handle the adoptions of pets living at the sanctuary! 

We will provide all of the training and tools you need to be on the front lines of 
animal rescue and save lives. You can tailor your involvement to best suit your 
interest and available time. 

If you would like more information on becoming a Helpline volunteer,  
please contact our Office Manager Paul at (860) 242-9999, ext. 304  
or email Paul@OurCompanions.org.
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Our hearts sink when we hear about the 
devastation that families and communities 
experience in the wake of natural disasters. 
Equally heartbreaking are the searing and un-
forgettable images of pets left behind, however 
reluctantly – and others simply abandoned and 
left to suffer.

Those of us who were spared Hurricane Sandy’s 
wrath in late 2012 once again experienced that 
helpless feeling that surfaces as we watch film 
footage of rescue efforts, not knowing how we 
should respond or try to help. There are ways 
we can help from afar, and there are ways we 
can learn from these situations and prepare for 
a future event that may hit closer to home. 

When it comes to any disaster, whether local 
or distant, donations to rescue organizations 
are always needed and appreciated. Donations 
of any size are just as important and effective 
as lending a physical helping hand. In some 
ways, they are actually more effective, since 
untrained volunteers can add yet another layer 
of stress for official rescue workers. These 
volunteers often are not prepared for the long 
hours and primitive conditions that accompany 
a natural disaster, and may become a liability 
in the operation’s efforts. For those die-hard 
rescuer wannabes, there are several credible 
organizations offering comprehensive training 
programs (see Resource listing).

For the rest of us, giving serious consideration 
to this subject and making a conscious effort 
to be prepared for an eventual disaster in our 
area will make a difference. Instead of being 
ill-prepared and possibly having to be rescued 
(further sapping the already overburdened 
response efforts), we can ensure that our family 
and pets are safe, and in doing so, we may be 
more readily able to help others in need.  

When a disaster is predicted to strike locally, 
take action immediately. The Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention recommends that 
you obtain enough provisions (non-perishable 

food and bottled water for you and your pets) to 
last at least 72 hours after a natural disaster. 
Have leashes, pet crates and carriers ready to 
go, should you need to evacuate the premises.

If there is a strong chance you will be evacu-
ated, do your best to leave the area as soon as 
possible, taking your pet with you. Put a plan 
in place now for where you will go if such a 
disaster strikes. Do not wait until forced to leave 
by officials who may require you to leave your 
pet behind. 

Strongly consider providing your pet with a 
microchip, collar and ID tag today. Do not wait 
until a disaster is forecasted. There are other 
reasons to take this measure. If your animal 
accidentally slips out of the house, or if there 
is a house fire or other unexpected occurrence, 
there is a much better chance that you and your 
pet will be reunited if he is wearing some kind 
of identification. 

If you weather a disaster without having to 
evacuate the area, you likely will have an oppor-
tunity to help others who did not fare as well. 

When Disaster Strikes: How You Can 
Help Animals Left Behind by Jennifer Barrows

Resources
The following organizations offer  
consumer tips on disaster preparation  
as well as formal disaster response 
training programs:

Humane Society of the United States 
(HSUS)   
www.humanesociety.org/community/ 
   volunteers 

Pets America  www.petsamerica.org

Basic Animal Rescue Training (BART)   
www.basicanimalrescuetraining.org

Red Rover Responders  www.uan.org

American Humane Association   
www.americanhumane.org

Federal Emergency Management  
Agency (FEMA)  www.training.fema.gov

Centers for Disease Control and  
Prevention (CDC)  www.cdc.gov

Connecticut State Animal Response 
Team (CTSART) www.ctsart.org

HSUS Animal Team Responder Jennifer Kulina-Lanese comforts a dog whose owner sought assistance 
during mandatory evacuation following Hurricane Sandy. Lisa J. Godfrey/The HSUS
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Adopt Locally, Urges New PSA
Thanks to the hard work and talent of Our Com-
panions volunteer Erin Vivero, OC has produced 
a Public Service Announcement (PSA) – the first 
in a planned series – encouraging people to 
adopt pets locally from Connecticut shelters.

With the growing trend of importing and adopt-
ing rescued animals from out of state, more 
and more people are overlooking the thousands 
of homeless animals occupying our own local 
shelters. The PSA is intended to remind people 
that while the need for animal rescue and adop-
tion is nationwide, there are countless healthy, 
adoptable animals right here in Connecticut 
who are being euthanized because imported 
pets are competing with them for a limited num-
ber of adoptive homes. 

“Many people do not even realize that their 
town has a municipal shelter,” says Our Com-
panions CEO Susan Linker. “It’s generally these 
town- or city-run shelters that have the fewest 
financial resources and, as a result, the animals 
are in dire need of rescue.” 

Our Companions Canine Operations Director 
Marie Joyner agrees. “When you adopt from a 
local shelter, you can get to know the animal 
– you have a chance to speak with the Animal 
Control Officer about the animal’s disposition, 

personality and background, and make better-
informed adoption decisions than if you adopt 
a pet sight-unseen, which is often the case with 
out-of-state adoptions,” says Joyner.

Our Companions would like to thank those 
individuals who participated in creating the 
PSA, as well as their beloved pets who were 
also featured – all of whom were adopted from 
local shelters. Our gratitude also goes out to 
the Animal Control Officers who took part in the 
project: Owen Little from the Town of East Ha-
ven, Gail Petras from the Town of Middletown, 
and Brian Davis from The Town of Windsor.

Help spread the word!
If you have a contact with a cable station that 
would be willing to incorporate the PSA into 
their broadcast, please contact Susan Linker  
at SusanL@OurCompanions.org or call  
(860) 242-9999, ext. 301.

Individuals and families who are forced 
to uproot may end up in facilities that 
do not allow pets. Shelter is an invalu-
able gift you can provide to a pet who 
has become temporarily displaced 
following such an event.

The Humane Society of the United 
States (HSUS) was one of the organiza-
tions to play a major role in the relief 
efforts in New York and New Jersey, 
following Hurricane Sandy. One of the 
most significant elements in HSUS’s 
outreach was establishing a successful 
foster care matching program, whereby 
families and individuals not affected by 
the hurricane stepped up to temporar-
ily shelter a pet rendered homeless by 
the disaster. 

The HSUS also has a national level 
Disaster Animal Response Team 
(DART) program which offers training 
throughout the United States, teach-
ing local volunteers how to prepare 
communities to rescue and shelter ani-
mals when a crisis occurs. The HSUS 
strongly advises pet owners to put a 
disaster preparedness and response 
plan in place, including an emergency 
kit. The HSUS website includes a 
checklist to get you started. Above all, 
please remember that if conditions are 
not safe for you, they are not safe for 
your pet. Do what you can now to en-
sure your safety as well as that of your 
beloved companion animals should a 
disaster strike. The remains of a family home in Union Beach, NJ, following 

Hurricane Sandy.  Lisa J. Godfrey/The HSUS

When Disaster Strikes (continued)

Scan this code 
with your  

smartphone to 
watch the PSA.

No smartphone? 
Watch online at http://goo.gl/bXn8G
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Our Companions News & Events
For the Love of Animals:
OC Community Gathers  
in Celebration 
Excitement was in the air as the Our Compan-
ions community, whose shared vision has been 
ten years in the making, witnessed the unveiling 
of its first major milestone. On Monday, October 
15th, staff, volunteers, campaign donors and 
special guests celebrated the grand opening 
and ribbon cutting of Our Companions’ first 
rescue cottage in Ashford, Connecticut.

Long time Our Companions Advisory Board 
member and 96.5 WTIC radio personality Da-
mon Scott welcomed the crowd with a lively and 
humorous opening address, setting the tone 
for a grand celebration. Our Companions Board 
Chair Valerie Friedman enthusiastically thanked 
the crowd of more than 100 attendees for their 
many years of support and dedication to the 
organization.

State Senator Tony Guglielmo – long time friend 
to Our Companions – took time out of his busy 
schedule to be in attendance, which was most 
appreciated, and applauded the organization’s 
vision, leadership and perseverance. Greg Zlot-
nick, President and CEO of Mansfield Center-
based Zlotnick Construction, whose company 
has managed the project from its infancy, told 
an amusing anecdote about his first meeting 
with Susan Linker, CEO of Our Companions, 
back in 2004. During his remarks, Greg also 
announced that Zlotnick Construction was 
generously donating a number of items for the 
rescue cottage.

A representative from Senator Richard Blumen-
thal’s office presented Susan with a special 
award recognizing the official opening of the 
sanctuary. Senator Blumenthal, unable to at-
tend, has been a champion of Our Companions 
since the early days, having literally stood by 
Susan during the public announcement of the 
plans to create the sanctuary at a media event 
in Bushnell Park in 2004.

Prior to the actual ribbon cutting, Scot Haney 
– News Channel 3 meteorologist and host of 
Better Connecticut – offered words of congratu-
lations and support to the entire OC commu-
nity. He also shared some eagerly-anticipated 

information about the real guests of honor on 
that auspicious day: the first batch of animal 
residents to occupy the new rescue cottage.

Susan Linker thanked the attendees for their 
unwavering support over the past ten years. 
“As we began this unlikely journey, despite the 
setbacks, we couldn’t give up because you, 
our donors and volunteers, wouldn’t let us,” 
she said. “We all understood how urgently this 
sanctuary was needed for the animals – and 
your investment as donors and volunteers 
provided us the ability, the resources and most 
importantly the inspiration to forge on even in 
the difficult times.”

As participants celebrated the realization of 
their shared goal, Susan further announced 
that construction will begin in the spring of 
2013 for Phase-Two (a $660,000 campaign) 
which will allow for the construction of two 
more cottages, nearly tripling the sanctuary’s 
capacity. 

After the ribbon cutting, guests toured the res-
cue cottage, enjoyed some refreshments, and 
visited with fellow attendees. 

GO! Valerie Friedman, Our Companions Board Chair, officially opens the sanctuary. Joining her are, 
from left to right, Damon Scott, Kathy Sullivan, Susan Linker, Sen. Tony Guglielmo, Andrea Dobras, 
Laura Jordan, Diana Garfield, Mitchell Linker, Leigh Ann Kissner, Kim Zimmermann, Janet Bailey, 
Marie Joyner, Greg Zlotnick, Stephanie Radowitz, and Scot Haney. 

Roxy enjoying her favorite sill.

Vicky on duty at adoption event.
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Our Companions News & Events
Help Keep our Residents Healthy  
and Comfortable 
Giving comes in many forms and levels, and all are equally important 
and very much appreciated. Now that our first rescue cottage has  
officially opened, there is yet another way you can help us do the 
work that we do. We will be in continual need of household supplies 
in order to keep our rescue cottage in good working condition.  
By donating some of these items, you can help Our Companions 
save money so that we can help more animals.  
Below, is a list of the most commonly needed supplies.

• Canned cat food (not opened or expired)

• Paper towels 

• Liquid laundry detergent for high efficiency washing machine

• Dishwasher detergent 

• Dish washing liquid

• Liquid hand soap (foaming types)

• Bleach 

• Window washing solution 

• Large heavy-duty trash bags (55 gallon)

• Tall kitchen trash bags (13 gallon)

• Disinfecting wipes

• Kitty litter (clay unscented)

To learn how you can get these supplies to the sanctuary, email  
Laura@OurCompanions.org or call us at (860) 242-9999, ext. 318.

Sponsor an Item through our  
Amazon Wish List
We need lots of hardware, house wares, cleaning equipment and 
supplies for the Ashford sanctuary, and you can help by ordering and 
donating them from our Amazon.com Wish List. Amazon will ship the 
items directly to the sanctuary. Please take a look – there are many 
affordable items that we can use right away! Please email us at 
info@ourcompanions.org if you’ve purchased an item on our Amazon 
Wish List so we can send you an acknowledgment for tax purposes.

We Want to Hear from You!
Check out and become a part of Our Companions’ exciting new blog 
community! We have created this special place for you to learn the 
latest news from our Ashford sanctuary and our various programs, as 
well as the latest information on trends and issues impacting the lives 
of animals and the people who care about them. We look forward to 
interacting with you in this virtual community and learning about what 
is important to you. Visit ourcompanionsblog.blogspot.com.

Vicky, our own Walmart greeter, sits on the counter to welcome guests whenever 
the sanctuary is open to the public.

Daisy and her sister, Sara, enjoying some sun in the enclosed dog area just 
outside the dog kitchen.
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Our Companions News & Events

Does Your Pet Have Star Potential?
It’s that time of year again! Paulette Mertes Studios 
(formerly Studio 970) is hosting the 7th annual Love 
Your Pet photo contest fundraiser. Sign up now to 
participate in what has become a favorite OC annual 
tradition. 

Throughout the month of February, Paulette Mertes 
will artfully photograph your precious pet (and have 
you laughing all the while, as she tirelessly attempts to 
command their attention with toys and other distrac-
tions), donating all proceeds from the sitting to Our 
Companions. It’s a ton of fun and, who knows? The 
2014 Our Companions calendar could boast your pet’s 
glamour shot!

Once photographed, all pets become eligible for inclu-
sion in the calendar, and the voting begins. Photos will 
be posted on the Our Companions website beginning 
in the spring. Your votes ($1 per vote) will determine 
which fabulous felines and irresistible pooches are 
included in the calendar. The pet with the most votes wins the coveted cover photo!

Get all the details at www.pmertes.com. Then put your favorite pet in the running by calling (860) 521-9700 
for an appointment. Don’t delay – appointments are already being booked, and available slots are limited. 
Last year’s Cover Pet was Luna. Could your dog or cat be the 2014 Our Companions Calendar Cover Pet?

Those Crazy Pets!
Pets are notorious for doing the craziest things, 
and we animal lovers are a breed of our own 
when it comes to appreciating their antics. 
While many of us take photos of our pets doing 
goofy things, there usually aren’t a whole lot of 
other people who appreciate their hilarity – at 
least not the way we do. Well, here’s a place 
where you can share your crazy pet photos with 
pride. In the next edition of Our Companions 
News we will be honoring the silliness of pets 
by publishing the winning photos that you send 
to us of your pet acting funny, naughty or just 
plain crazy.

Please email your photos to info@OurCom-
panions.org with the words, “Those Crazy 
Pets” in the subject line. Please include a 
short paragraph describing the circumstances 
surrounding the photo, along with your name 
and contact information. Please send all photo 
entries by April 1st. 

All photos entered will be featured on the Our 
Companions website, and the top three photos 
selected by the Our Companions News Editorial 
Board will be published in the spring/summer 
edition. If you prefer to mail the photo and nar-
rative, send them to:

Susan Linker
Those Crazy Pets
Our Companions Animal Rescue
P.O. Box 956 
Manchester, CT  06045-0956

We look forward to hearing from you – and to 
get the ball rolling on this crazy promo, check 
out this action shot from our Ashford sanctu-
ary. This little crime scene was discovered by 
the morning shift animal care staff after a 
not-so-quiet night at the sanctuary. Fortunately, 
we at OC are not the types to be taken in twice 
by the unbridled hijinks of nocturnal party 
animals. Check out our inspired solution to 
prevent future acts of toilet paper terrorism.

BEFORE

aFtER
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Maria das Neves is an energetic and avid sup-
porter of animal welfare organizations, a mem-
ber of the Our Companions Advisory Board, 
and a longtime donor. Along the way, she has 
become a sort of ambassador to OC, enthusi-
astically sharing the mission and hopes of the 
organization with her friends and contacts. 

“I actually forget how long it’s been since I first 
became involved,” a cheerful Maria said in a 
recent telephone interview. She remembers 
seeing a news story on her local cable station 
years ago, and thought OC looked like an inter-
esting group, so she and her husband, Frank 
Hawkins, sent in a donation. 

“After that, we started receiving mailings and 
continued to donate regularly. At some point, 
maybe three years ago, Mitch Linker and I met 
in person and he asked if we would consider 
stepping up our donations, which we were 
happy to do,” Maria continued.

Maria enjoys serving on the OC Advisory Board, 
which acts as a sounding board for future ideas 
and planning. “We can ask questions and 
participate in the discussions of the Board of 
Directors, but we do not vote,” Maria explained. 
“It’s great for people like me who want to be 
involved but who cannot commit to the fuller 
responsibilities and time commitment of the 
Board of Directors.” 

The das Neves/Hawkins family lives in Fairfield 
County, which is an area of the state where Our 
Companions is not all that well known. Maria is 
hoping to help change that. “We’re arranging 
to have a get-together in our area where Susan 
Linker can come talk about plans for the orga-
nization and about the great work that is being 
done, and hopefully expand the donor base 
and membership well into Fairfield County,” 
explained Maria.

Maria became involved initially because she 
cares deeply for animals and shares the phi-
losophy that no pet should ever be homeless 
regardless of circumstance. “I love the fact that, 
with this organization, each animal receives a 
fair chance,” she said. “At the heart of all of this 

and all the people involved is our mutual love 
of animals – understanding that they cannot 
advocate for themselves, and that often we are 
responsible for their behavioral problems, so 
we owe it to them to make their lives better.”

Maria’s one current regret is that living two 
hours away from the Ashford sanctuary makes 
visiting impractical, but she plans to take her 
eight-year-old daughter to visit sometime soon. 
Within weeks of the sanctuary’s opening, Maria 
received an email from Susan Linker seeking 
interested volunteers to come socialize with the 
animals in the brand new rescue cottage. Maria 
was wistful in her recollection of the communi-
cation, “Can you imagine? I would love that! To 
just go relax and visit, being surrounded by all of 
those animals – it would be wonderful,” she said. 

Maria has had pets most of her life, “except for 
a brief drought during my elementary school 
years,” she clarifies, laughing. “My daughter 
doesn’t love the idea of being an only child, so 
she treats our two senior cats like her siblings. 
They are a very important part of our family.”

Maria and her husband have instilled in their 
daughter not only a deep respect for animals 
but also for the importance of public giving. At 
the end of each year, they sit down as a family 
and review their list of contributions and add 
or subtract based on what’s happened during 
the year. The youngest member of the family 
indeed has giving in her blood. She has forgone 
presents at a few birthday parties, and has 
instead requested donations for organizations 
like Our Companions. 

Maria has enjoyed her association with Our 
Companions, in all its many forms. She tries 
to participate as much as she can, most 
recently sending out a number of fundraising 
solicitations to contacts in her area, which 
she really enjoyed doing. “It’s easy to get the 
word out – I’ve already told my closest friends 
about the organization, and I hope to get 
some of them involved.”

One creative instance turned out to be a boon 
for Our Companions, quite unexpectedly. Maria 

had a few friends over after cleaning out her 
daughter’s closet, which was full of barely-
used clothes – in fact, many that had never 
been worn. She happily sent her friends away 
with the loot, but as they were leaving they 
expressed feeling a little guilty taking all of the 
beautiful clothes for free. Maria assured them 
that they were more than welcome, but if they 
still felt uncomfortable about taking them, they 
could consider making a donation to Our Com-
panions…and they did! “That quickly assuaged 
their guilt,” Maria laughed. 

Clearly, Our Companions has benefited not only 
from Maria’s time, talent, and direct financial 
support, but also her creativity and recruitment 
efforts! Maria, we thank you from the bottom of 
our hearts for all you do. We are lucky to have 
you as part of the OC Family.

Giving is a Family Tradition 
by Jennifer Barrows 

Maria and her rescued cat Natasha.

Natasha enjoying the effects of catnip.
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Dear Readers: For this edition of Marie’s Den, 
I wanted to share with you a story about one 
special dog who deeply touched my life and the 
lives of many of us at Our Companions. I hope 
next time you enjoy a yummy slice of pizza or a 
peaceful walk on the beach you will join me in 
keeping the memory of Arthur alive.

Spike came to us the way nearly every animal 
does, through a call to our Helpline. We quickly 
responded and arranged for an evaluation with 
a woman named Renee who had assumed 
legal ownership of the dog after her former 
boyfriend had “dumped” him with her. The dog, 
a blond pit bull, was currently living at Renee’s 
parents’ house, outside on the deck. 

Upon meeting Spike, it was evident that he 
had suffered years of neglect. He had spent 
most of his life tethered and bereft of even 
the most basic of comforts and attention. The 
good news was that Spike passed his tempera-
ment test with flying colors. He was rock solid, 
with absolutely no food aggression or handling 
issues. His one immediate drawback was that 
he had horrible breath – in fact, the worst I’d 
ever experienced. Add to that his age -- he was 
15 years old and had severe arthritis -- and I 
quickly realized he was going to be a tough ani-
mal to place. Regardless, there was something 
very special about this dog. 

Though we did not yet have possession of him, 
I made an appointment to see a local veterinar-
ian to get him vaccinated and trim his nails 
which were so long that they, in addition to his 
arthritis, severely impeded his movement. The 
veterinarian who saw him made an incredibly 
generous offer to take him in as a foster dog. 
This was an unexpected and serendipitous turn 

of events. However, when I mentioned this to 
Renee, she was uncomfortable about the offer, 
so I took her to meet the veterinarian. 

After much reluctance, Renee finally agreed 
upon a date and time when Spike would be 
entrusted to the vet. However, a nasty turn of 
events ensued, involving the police, who were 
forced to intervene after threats were made to 
the vet. As a result, Spike missed his chance at 
a new life. 

I called Renee the next day to express my dis-
appointment and concern. Spike’s blood work 
had some abnormalities, and a home with the 
vet would have been the best situation for him. 
Renee retorted that I still had to help the dog 
and if I didn’t, “he would die a horrible death.” 
I still hear those words in my head to this day. 
I told her I needed time to put another plan 
together, and would contact her in two weeks. 

In about 10 days, we received another Helpline 
call about a 15-year-old pit bull with stinky 
breath. The caller seemed completely unaware 
of what had previously happened with Spike 
but it turned out that Renee was now in jail 
and the caller had possession of the very same 
dog. After a dramatic and stressful meeting 
under the protection of the police, OC was at 
last granted ownership. Spike was about to 
embark on his new, happier life with a jauntier, 
friendlier name: Arthur. 

Arthur learned in the following months that 
he had choices in life. He could choose if he 
wanted to hang out on the deck, stroll outside 
and lie in the sun, go for a walk in the fields, or 
chase sticks. He loved exercising his freedom 
of choice. During this time a cocker spaniel 

named Samantha came into Our Companions’ 
care to recover after surgery. Arthur and Sa-
mantha had a very special relationship—he was 
truly in love with her, and doted on her. I will 
never forget the bond they shared. 

Later, Arthur developed a condition called stom-
atitis, affecting his gums and oral tissues. His 
condition was so severe that the only remedy 
was the removal of all his teeth. After bravely 
enduring this procedure, Arthur spent the night 
bundled up and propped up next to his friend 
the stuffed duck. 

Things were good for Arthur for the next month 
or so until he seemed a bit confused one night. 
He was diagnosed with multiple myeloma, a 
form of cancer affecting the nervous system. 
Two veterinarians recommended chemothera-
py, so we gave it a try. I’m so glad we made that 
decision—it gave Arthur eight more months, 
with a lot of living packed into that time, includ-
ing trips to the beach. In fact, one of my fondest 
memories is of watching Arthur sweetly and 
curiously following a stranger as he walked 
down the beach. 

It was Arthur’s joints that finally failed him. In 
the end, I think he just plain wore out. Even 
though his care was very consuming, I would 
do it all again. He was that special, and we 
miss him immensely. Right now, I feel sure that 
Arthur is enjoying all the wonderful activities he 
learned to love during the last happy days of his 
life – things like eating pizza and ‘Nilla Wafers, 
and, of course, sweetly padding behind strang-
ers on the beach. Choices, it’s all about choices. 

Marie’s Den by Marie Joyner

Arthur’s Story  

Our Companions Canine Operations Director, Marie Joyner, receives  
questions every day about dogs and their behavioral issues.  
Marie’s Den answers some of the more commonly asked questions.

To submit a question for consideration in a future edition  
of Marie’s Den, call us at 860-242-9999, ext. 301,  
or e-mail editor@ourcompanions.org.

Marie’s Den
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Technically Speaking by Lyn T. Garson, CVT 

A Lifesaving Routine for Every Pet 

Fluffy (not her real name), a middle-aged cat 
with no previous medical conditions, was 
brought to the veterinary hospital for her an-
nual wellness exam. Her owner reported no 
problems. Fluffy outwardly appeared to be the 
picture of health. However, during the routine 
exam, a heart murmur was discovered. Further 
testing indicated Fluffy suffered from cardio-
myopathy, a serious heart disease that, left 
undetected, could have led to sudden death. 

What began as a routine health checkup for 
Fluffy ended up being a lifesaver. Unfortunately, 
many pet owners view annual wellness exami-
nations as an unimportant and unnecessary 
expenditure. Recent studies showed that 39 
percent of cat owners would only take their cat 
to a veterinarian if the cat actually exhibited 
signs of sickness; and 41 percent would go just 
for vaccinations, not routine physicals.

Wellness exams and preventive care focus on 
preventing and/or reducing the risk of potential 
health issues. Physicals are recommended 
every year – twice yearly, or more if appropri-
ate, for seniors. Because animals age differ-
ently than we do, an annual physical for pets is 
equivalent to an exam every six or seven years 
for us. This is why at least twice yearly visits 
are so important for seniors, as their health 
status can change quickly within a short period 
of time. 

So what exactly is involved in wellness exams, 
and how are they helpful? Vital information 
obtained during a physical exam is essential 
for a pet’s overall health and well being. Basic 
measures such as temperature, heart and 
respiration rate, skin and coat condition, and 
an accurate body weight, are noted and used 
as a baseline for comparison as the pet ages, 
or should a medical condition develop. Eyes 
are examined not only structurally but also for 
abnormalities or changes that could indicate is-

sues such as anemia, infection, and increased 
blood pressure. Ears and nose are checked, as 
well as inside and outside the mouth including 
teeth, gums, tongue and soft palate (roof of 
mouth). Heart and lungs are assessed with a 
stethoscope, and internal organs are checked 
by palpation for abnormal enlargement, 
masses, or painful areas. Joints, muscles and 
lymph nodes are also palpated for abnormali-
ties and signs of pain.  

Many pet owners think that if their cat looks 
fine a physical exam is not needed. They also 
believe they would know if a medical issue was 
beginning to crop up. However, subtle changes 
are not always apparent day-to-day while 
observing pets at home. Weight loss is often 
a first sign of health problems but can easily 
go unnoticed by even the most observant pet 
owner, until a significant amount is lost and dis-
ease has progressed. Faster heart rates, com-
monly seen in cats with hyperthyroidism, would 
not be otherwise detected at home yet are 
often discovered during the routine physical. 
Unlike their canine counterparts, cats are very 
good masters of disguising sickness until their 
body can no longer compensate. By the time a 
cat stops eating or develops other symptoms, 
what could have been a minor treatable issue 
has led to a more involved disease process that 
becomes more difficult and costly to manage. 

A physical exam can also be used to differenti-
ate between signs and symptoms that may 
appear to be something they are not. Bad 
breath could simply be normal for a particular 
pet – nothing to worry about. However, painful 
tooth decay, infection, and/or inflammation of 
the gums also cause foul smelling breath, as 
do oral and nasal tumors. In some instances, 
mouth odor is a signal of medical concerns 
unrelated to the mouth such as dehydration 
and kidney failure.  

During the physical exam, it is important to 
report any abnormal behaviors that you may 
have noticed in your pet. Cats are creatures of 
habit and cleanliness. Their only way of com-
municating that something is wrong is to seek 
your attention by acting out of the ordinary. 
Therefore, any sudden change in personal-
ity or routine indicates a problem and needs 
to be determined as either environmental or 
medical before it can be treated. Odd behav-
iors such as urinating or defecating outside 
the litter box may be environmental (caused 
by any number of household changes), or due 
to a medical condition such as a urinary tract 
infection or a “blocked” cat (when a male cat 
is straining or unable to urinate – a life-threat-
ening emergency). 

Preventive care is key to optimal health for all 
pets and during every stage of their lives. Think 
of wellness exams as an investment in your 
pet’s health. Spending a small amount yearly 
helps to reveal issues that can become more 
costly if not discovered sooner, and increases 
the chance for successful intervention and 
treatment. 

Fluffy’s owner recognized the value of these im-
portant wellness guidelines for her cat’s health. 
As a result, Fluffy continues to enjoy a good 
quality of life while on daily medication and pe-
riodic monitoring. Thanks to routine preventive 
care, Fluffy even has a few more lives to live.

Technically Speaking is written by Certified Veterinary Technician,  
Lyn T. Garson, to address basic information on animal health issues  
and how they needn’t be barriers to adopting a great pet.

To submit a question for consideration in a future edition  
of Technically Speaking, call us at 860-242-9999, ext. 301,  
or e-mail editor@ourcompanions.org.

Technically Speaking

Dr. North giving an annual exam to a cat.



www.OurCompanions.org | Winter 2013 16

The Scoop by Andrea Dobras 
Cat Myths - Part One 

There are so many myths out there that  
inhibit the adoption of cats and I’m here to 
set the record straight! The next two issues 
will feature the common myths associated 
with our feline friends.  

MYTH: Black cats are bad luck.
While there are hundreds of stories about black 
cats being bad luck, symbols of evil omens, 
associated with black magic, etc., I prefer to 
share the opinion of those from Great Britain, 
Japan and Ireland, where black cats symbolize 
good luck. The Scottish tend to believe that the 
arrival of a black cat to the home is a sign of 
prosperity. I, on the other hand, am not so sure. 
I’ve had four different black cats “arrive” at 
my home over the past two years and the only 
thing I’ve been prosperous in, is cats! Finally, 
for all you single cat women out there, it is 
believed that a lady who owns a black cat will 
have many suitors. We always have black beau-
ties available at Our Companions, consider 
adopting one today!  

MYTH: I’m only allergic to  
long-haired cats.
Hair length does not determine whether or not 
you are going to be allergic to a cat. This gets 
a little technical, but stay with me. Allergens 
are found in a cat’s sebaceous glands in the 
skin and can be secreted in the saliva and 
spread during cleanings. This secretion is a 
sticky protein that sticks to dust particles, their 
fur, your clothes and everything else they may 
come in contact with.  All cats have sebaceous 
glands and all breeds can potentially cause al-
lergies – short haired, long haired and hairless. 
In addition, allergens can be found in mucous, 
urine, feces, roots of hair and dander.  

MYTH: Cats steal the breath  
of babies.
Cats do love a warm, quiet, comfortable place 
to sleep and sometimes a baby’s crib offers 
this (at least until the baby gets hungry or 
needs a changing). However, cats do not (I 
repeat – DO NOT) suck the breath out of babies 
mouths, not out of jealousy, not because they 
smell of milk, not ever! That being said, allow-
ing cats to sleep in a baby’s crib isn’t a best 
practice in parenting. If an infant is too young 
to move around or turn their head as needed, 
they could be suffocated by a cat that lays and 
blocks an airway passage.  

MYTH: All calico cats  
are female.  
If you are like me, you think that any and 
all calico cats are female. Apparently this is 
not the case! The majority of calico cats are 
female, but one in 3,000 is male. For a cat to 
be calico, it must have two X chromosomes 
(producing a female), but when an extra 
chromosome is thrown in there, you get a 
male calico (XXY). Virtually all calico males 
are sterile, with one of every 10,000  

being fertile.  

Andrea Dobras is an Our Companions board member and one of  
our animal welfare professionals. She specializes in the placement of 
cats with FIV. In this regular feature, she helps others with the most 
complex cat conundrums.

To submit a question for consideration in a future edition  
of The Scoop, call us at 860-242-9999, ext. 301,  
or e-mail editor@ourcompanions.org.

The Scoop

References:
www.catsenate.com

www.petfinder.com/pet-care/cat-myths

www.cat-world.com.au/cat-myths

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_cat

“Whenever the cat of the house is black,  
the lasses of lovers will have no lack.”  

~ Folk Saying
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Custom software applications  
and database systems  

to help your business compete in a demanding marketplace.

Sales Support · Ordering Systems 
Reporting Applications

Information solutions that enhance efficiency,  
save time and reduce costs.

JTechWorks, LLC 
Rocky Hill

860-563-5930 
JTechWorks.comPutting Your Information to Work

Marketplace

A professional office with experienced  
veterinarians who are certified in veterinary  

acupuncture and chiropractic and accomplished  
in many effective holistic modalities.

Allys Maybank, VMD
Amy Matthews, VMD PhD 

860-653-7831
17 South Main Street, East Granby, CT
www.frontiervetmed.com

FRONTIER MEDICINE
A Broader View of Your Pets Healthcare

Therapy Dog Training 
Classes Now Forming
Manchester, New Britain,  

Willington

Sponsored by Tails of Joy, Inc.  
Animal Assisted Therapy

Volunteer with 
your dog!

Contact 
Sue Gagnon 

860-487-0001 or 
smgagnon@charter.netwww.TailsofJoy.org

Cats Limited is proud to be the  
first feline-only hospital in Connecticut  

that is accredited by the  
American Animal Hospital Association.

Find 
us on

Your Cat’s  
Family Doctor  

for over 18 Years!

COMPLETE  
HEALTH CARE  
FOR YOUR CAT

Now offering 
housecalls!

Cats Limited 
Veterinary Hospital

(860) 561-9885
1260 New Britain Ave 

West Hartford CT

www.catslimited.com

  Facebook.com/catslimited

“Thank you  
to all of  

our clients  
for your  

support!”

VETERINARIAN
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General and Specialty Practice
Our general hospital provides routine  
healthcare & surgery for small animals 
including dogs, cats and exotics. 

Our Board Certified Specialists 
diagnose and treat complex  
diseases and perform  
complicated surgeries.

Jeffrey L. Berzon, DVM, ACVS
Harlan C. Gustafson, DVM
Kenneth E. Knaack, DVM, ACVIM
Kimberly Maier, DVM
Deidre S. Galbo, DVM
Steven S. Leshem, DVM, ACVS
Mary Zee, BVetMed

993 North Main Street
West Hartford, CT 06117

(860) 236-3273www.veterinaryspecialistsofct.com

Our new state-of-the-art  
referral hospital offers  
expanded services including:

 On-site MRI facility    
 Physical Rehabilitation   
 Water Therapy

Journal Inquirer
The JI Tells It Like It Is. Somebody Has To.

Serving the following communities with local,
state and national news, weather and sports

East Windsor, Enfield, Somers,
Suffield, Windsor, Windsor Locks,

Andover, Bolton, Coventry,
East Hartford, Hebron, Manchester

Ellington, South Windsor,
Stafford, Tolland, Vernon

306 Progress Dr., Manchester, CT   860-646-0500 • 800-237-3606

Income Tax Preparation • Bookkeeping

860-432-9494 
290 Main Street, Manchester, CT

We can 
help!

TAX 
EXPERTSOwned & Operated by a  

Certified Canine Stylist  
with 10 Years Experience.

860-208-1634  Ashford, CT

20% 
off

your first 
groom!
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860-537-3431
800-545-GANO

www.ganos.com120 Linwood Ave (Rte 16) Colchester, CT

Leaving Again?

“We treat your pets like family”
WestHartfordPetSitters.com

whpetsitters@yahoo.com • Bonded & Fully Insured

Client and 
Veterinary 

Recommended

Do you have someone to care  
for your pet when you’re away?

We offer: Pet Sitting Services
Vacation Services • Mid-Day Dog Walks

Call for a free consultation

860-231-0494

Catering to health care therapies 
and items for pets and their people. 

•  Advanced Allergy Therapeutics
For People: Dr. Carla Hutt, ND 
For Animals: Dr. Allys Maybank, VMD

• Self Care Therapies and Supplements

• Health Care Items 

• Gifts

860-653-7831
17 South Main St, East Granby, CT 
www.frontiervetmed.com

FRONTIER WELLNESS For People 
and Pets

“How We Deliver Is What You’ll Remember”

860-278-6355

Marketing & Sales Literature
• Full Color Brochures • Newsletters
• Annual Reports  • Digital Printing
• Presentation Folders • Direct Mail

www.lebonpress.com



Meet Olivia
Olivia is a 10-year-old kitty with a big purr, beautiful green eyes and 
charming face. She originally came to Our Companions after the elderly 
gentleman she devoted the first nine years of her to life passed away. 

Despite the fact that this has been a distressing transition for  
Olivia, she is putting on a brave and sweet face. She is a healthy  
15 pounds with perfect litter box habits and a dog-like personality.  
She will dutifully follow you from room to room, warm up your lap, 
and let you know in that big kitty voice her views on the latest  
baseball game (Olivia is a faithful baseball game watcher). 

She is in great health, spayed, and up to date on her vaccinations. 
Olivia is also declawed and therefore will need to be an  
indoor-only cat. 

P.O. Box 956
Manchester, CT  06045-0956
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Take Me Home

For more information on adopting Olivia, please contact Stephanie at (860) 242-9999, 
ext. 303 or via email at Stephanie@ourcompanions.org . 

Scan here with your  
smartphone to see  

how sweet Olivia really is!


