news
Rescuing the Rescued:

The Importance of CT Shelter Legislation

Plus:
Helpful Tips for Walking
Multiple Dogs
Outdoor Enclosures: Giving Cats
the Best of Both Worlds
Love Animals? Come Volunteer
at the Sanctuary!

Vol. 10, Issue 2
Spring 2016

Something to Chew On
Dear Friends,
While our mission is to do the right thing for
animals regardless of the challenge or the
cost, Our Companions is really all about the
people who make its mission possible.
Since the early days, long before we had a
Sanctuary or a Program Center, I observed
something different about Our Companions.
I noted an extraordinary dedication, a sense
of purpose, and a culture of compassion that
separated it from every other organization I’d
been involved with. It says something about
the spirit of Our Companions that this commitment and ethos existed even back then.
For many years our only facility was the (tiny)
basement in CEO Susan Linker’s modest Cape
in Bloomfield, Connecticut. Yet even in those
days, there was always a steady stream of
volunteers coming and going, as cars lined
her cul-de-sac, likely to the chagrin of her
neighbors.
Beyond the dream of a Sanctuary and some
promising architectural sketches, nothing
about Our Companions in those days was
glamorous. Yet the simplicity and purity of its
mission and the integrity of those who first led
its charge clearly spoke to members of the
community. I know it spoke to me. It’s why I
originally got involved; it’s why all these years
later, I am still here.
Today, thousands of donors and hundreds
of volunteers selflessly give their time and
treasure in service of its mission. Instead of a

modest cellar, our 6,000-square-foot Program
Center and ever-expanding Sanctuary teem
with volunteers, trainers, and adopters, united
in their cause to end pet suffering.
Why such commitment? I think it all boils down
to this: just as Our Companions has found
homes for countless cats and dogs over the
past fourteen years, the organization itself has
become a home, so to speak, to animal lovers. Those who care deeply for animals – who
value the life of every pet regardless of the
challenges they may face – have found in
Our Companions an organization that shares
their values.
The OC community celebrates when a difficultto-place animal finally finds a forever home;
we mourn when we are unable to save a sick
or injured pet, and we relish tiny victories like
when a scared and timid dog slowly begins to
trust again. Yes, Our Companions is a family
bonded by a shared belief that we as a society
can do better on behalf of those animals that
need us most.
And like you, I am proud to be a part of
this family.

Valerie Friedman,
Board Chair
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Rescuing the Rescued: The Importance
of CT Shelter Legislation
by Mary L. deManbey

Animal shelters are supposed to be places of
refuge where abandoned and abused animals
are cared for until they can find their forever
homes. Sadly, as evidenced by recent Connecticut news stories about animal cruelty cases,
some well-intentioned shelters end up causing
more harm than good.
Unfortunately, without a clear business plan
and understanding of what it takes to run a
shelter, these rescuers are ill-equipped to
properly care for the animals in their charge.
It’s not unusual, then, for them to become
overwhelmed, creating poor and inhospitable
conditions for the animals they were originally
trying to help. One way to prevent this too-common outcome is to enact legislation requiring
shelters to be licensed and inspected.
According to the Connecticut (CT) State Department of Agriculture, pet shops, municipal
dog pounds, training facilities and grooming
facilities must be inspected and licensed. Also,
any breeders or persons operating a kennel
are subject to licensing and inspection.
However, there is currently no Connecticut
statute requiring the licensing and inspection of animal shelters. “It’s an unregulated
industry with nothing to protect the consumer
or the animals,” says Ray Connors, Animal
Control Supervisor for the CT State Department of Agriculture. He says in light of recent
animal cruelty cases in this state, there is a
concern about the proliferation of shelters run
by people who do not have the knowledge or
resources to do so appropriately.
“I’ve seen nightmare situations where there
are animals in crates, having been caged for
hours, without exercise or attention,” says
Connors. “A person has to know what his or
her limitations are and how many animals
one can save.”
Connors says that when they inspect municipal shelters, it’s for the protection of the
animals and to prevent the spread of disease.
“Our whole focus is the way the animals are

Protesters in front of Litchfield Superior Court during a trial that ultimately jailed Fred Acker who was
convicted of 15 counts of animal cruelty after more than 60 dogs were seized in November 2012 from his
barnlike shelter in Bethlehem.
housed. Licensing private shelters would serve
the same need.”
Online adoptions and the importation of
animals only exacerbate the already-difficult
situation. Connors says that in 2014, close to
20,000 animals were imported into Connecticut. Recently, an animal rescuer was arrested
in a parking lot after Animal Control officers
found the cats and dogs lying in their own
waste in small crates. The animals also had
not been let out of their crates during the long
trip from the south to the north. Sadly, two of
the cats had to be immediately euthanized.
In another case where a shelter had been shut
down because of inhumane conditions, it was
discovered that the rescuer had accepted a
number of imported dogs and cats. In still
another incident – with a slightly different twist
– a Connecticut woman advertised online that
she was rescuing and selling imported dogs,
but the sales turned out to be a scam, as she,
in fact, had no dogs to sell. “It has become a
multi-million dollar business,” observes Connors.
In Connecticut, any animals imported from
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out of state must be registered with the state.
Animal importers must be licensed, and they
must notify the CT State Department of Agriculture and local zoning officer of any sales,
adoptions or transfer of animals that are open
to the public, at least 10 days before any sale.
In addition, each animal must have a health
certificate.
Unfortunately, too many importers do not
comply with these regulations, according to
Connors. The result is that too many adopters
innocently meet these importers in parking
lots to pick up their new animal family member, not knowing what they are getting.

A Bill to Set Things Right
Our Companions is proposing legislation that
will stop the proliferation of shelters that are
unknowingly causing harm to rescued animals
by not adhering to proper standards of care
(see accompanying box for highlights of the
proposed standards). Now, more than ever, it
is important that the general public is made
aware of the plight of these animals.

Continued on page 4
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Rescuing the Rescued (continued)
“Over the years I’ve seen a sad deterioration
in the professionalism of the animal rescue
movement,” says Susan Linker, CEO of Our
Companions Animal Rescue. “If we have to
rescue animals from an animal rescue, there’s
something very wrong.
“So many well-intentioned people want to help
homeless animals and that’s laudable and
very much appreciated. But people don’t know
what it takes to run a nonprofit organization.
You need proper Board governance, financial
resources and donors. Acting like a pet shop
and exchanging fees for animals isn’t rescue.
It’s very hard to raise money and it’s even harder to say no when your facility is at capacity.
“In many rescues I’ve observed that if they
have a cage available then it’s filled, regardless of the standard of care, and that invariably leads to conditions that are unprofessional and even neglectful. I’ve seen feral cats
living cages for years, and that’s just cruel and
unacceptable,” she says.

Additional Benefits
Like the stories you hear about people
unknowingly adopting sick animals from pet
stores, persons adopting from a shelter may
assume that their new family member is free
from illness. They may accept the conditions
in the shelters as being typical of all shelters.
Licensing shelters would require stricter oversight of the health of the animals and would,
by extension, benefit the adopters as well.
Most people are not aware of the large
financial burden incurred by their town when
an animal shelter is shut down due to conditions’ having escalated to become an animal
cruelty concern. At that point, Animal Control
must step in and seize all the animals. The
town must then pay to house and care for the
animals while the case is being tried in court.
This judicial process can take months or even
years, and all the while the animals are in
limbo and confined in shelters and pounds.
The price tag can be several thousands of dollars to the town.
The proposed legislation would prevent
these unnecessary cruelty cases and animal
seizures by allowing Animal Control officers to
inspect shelters and intervene legally if there
are standard-of-care issues, to ensure that the
situation does not escalate.
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Makeshift cage banks expanding in offices and kitchen areas can be a sign of possible problems in a shelter.

Impact on the Rescue Movement
Some would argue that the need for shelters
outweighs the need to license facilities, since
it may result in the closing of shelters that are
not in compliance. To be clear, the bill does not
aim to shut down facilities, but it does seek to
assure that these animals are properly cared
for and are not harmed. “No Animal Control officer wants to shut down a shelter, they would
much rather get in there and educate people
and support them in making their conditions
professional and humane,” says Linker.
Connors concurs and says there are a number
of well-run shelters in the state. “I only see

shelters getting shut down if they will not comply with legal statutes,” he says. “If they aren’t
willing to meet the regulations, then they
shouldn’t be operating a shelter in the first
place. If you’re going to run a shelter, you need
to define what it is. The bottom line is [ensuring] the health and welfare of the animal.”
Our Companions will be working to get this bill
introduced and passed during the next legislative session. Please be watching for legislative
alerts seeking your help in contacting your
legislators. Visit www.ourcompanions.org to
learn more about this important issue.

Summary of Proposed Animal Shelter Standards
and Facility Requirements
Buildings and premises should be in good
repair and in sanitary conditions, including: walls and floors that can be hosed,
scrubbed, or sponged, equipment free of rust,
a washing area with hot and cold running
water, natural or artificial illumination during daylight hours, cages and enclosure in
non-stressful illumination, proper equipment
for the storage and disposal of wastes and
contaminated materials, and animal cages or
enclosures equipped with solid floors.
Ventilation and temperature shall be
properly maintained to minimize odor,
disease transmission, and unnecessary stress
on the animals; providing heating and cooling systems to maintain proper comfort and
health conditions, and installing a working
thermometer in all areas where animals are
cared for.
www.OurCompanions.org | Spring 2016

Minimum standards of care for facilities,
enclosures shall include: sufficient size and
design to allow animals to stand, sit, lie
down, turn around and make other normal
postural adjustments with no interferences
from food, water bowls, equipment or other
animals; cleaned daily, unimpeded access
to fresh water and food, provide staffing
for adequate care, provide emergency and
standard veterinary care, be protected from
the elements, be free from contamination by
excrement, urine and other matter, be housed
in compatible groups without overcrowding.
Breeding prohibited – no female animal
shall be kept with an unneutered male animal
of the same species.

The Gift that Endures: Promising Refuge
to Homeless Pets for Years to Come
Our Companions is incredibly fortunate to
have a base of ardent supporters who share
our commitment for the work we do each and
every day. We couldn’t do it without you.
Despite our monumental accomplishments,
when we stop to consider the sobering rates of
pet homelessness in our country, it becomes
abundantly clear that our work has just begun.
So what more can be done by those who
already do so much to assist in our efforts?
Leaving a legacy is a powerful way to ensure
that our important work will continue far into
the future.
You can play a role by joining the Forever Home
Society and including Our Companions in your
estate plans, through charitable bequests,
trusts, beneficiary designations or other provisions. Following, is a list of our current Forever
Home Society members. We hope you will
consider adding your name to this list.
Anonymous
Ms. Elizabeth Aaronsohn
Ms. Mary Jean Agostini
Mrs. Janet Bailey
Dr. George and Mrs. Jennifer Barrows
Mrs. Deborah Batten
Ms. Joan Oppelt Brodeur
Ms. Doreen Brown
Ms. Lana Burchman
Ms. Pamela Cabrera
Ms. Donna Canalis
Ms. Judith Caravati
Mr. James and Mrs. Jessica Couzens
Mrs. Carol Covello
Mr. Harry and Mrs. Joan Curry
Ms. Christina (Tina) Davies
Ms. June E. Day
Ms. Mary June Day
Ms. Mary deManbey
Ms. Heather Dennis and Mr. Kevin Gillespie
Ms. Claudette Douglas
Ms. Christine Durrer*
Ms. Karen A. Ellsworth
Ms. Karen Ericson
Ms. Barbara J. Erskine
Ms. Paula Fischer
Mr. Marvin Fried
Ms. Valerie Friedman
Ms. Anna Maria Fornino

Donor Feature
Vi R. Smalley became a member of the
Forever Home Society in 2014.
“I rescue my dogs from various situations and Mr. Worf,
my greatest love, was adopted as a puppy from a St.
Bernard mom who was just moments away from being
euthanized at a kill shelter. Worf was welcome anywhere
we went. He was a gentle giant and taught me what
unconditional love and selflessness can bring into the
world and how those traits could change others.
Worf and I met Susan and Our Companions when OC
was a drawing and an idea.We believed so much in OC’s concept (no-kill promise) and its leader,
Susan, we would support it in every endeavor. My estate plans include both a directed donation to
support building an Ashford house for dogs in Worf’s memory (I lost him a few years ago, the black
dog in the photo) as well as a donation to support general operating activities. I hope you will join
me in adding OC to your estate plans.
In the photo, Jake is the yellow lab, Amber the pit bull. Both (at 13+) still live with me now,
together with my two-year-old Catahoula leopard dog named Sarek.”

Ms. Lyn Garson
Ms. Michele Greaves and Mr. Joseph Popovitch
Mr. David Gregorski
Ms. Leslie Haber
Ms. Jamila Hadj-Salem
Mr. Bob and Mrs. Susan Hart
Ms. Harriet Hersh
Ms. Kim Hoffman
Ms. Kathy Hucks
Ms. Kathie Hunter
Ms. Lisa Ireland *
Ms. Kathleen Kennedy
Ms. Dottie Kern
Ms. Leigh Ann Kissner
Mrs. Gretchen LaBau
Ms. Estelle Langlois
Ms. Mary Kathryn LaRose
Mr. Mitchell and Mrs. Susan Linker
Ms. Mary Mansfield
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Susan Mason
Ms. Mari Merwin
Mr. Len Ober and in memory of
Mrs. Diane Oberg
Mr. Roger and Mrs. Barbara Orsie
Ms. Lida Orzeck
Ms. Nancy Parker
Mr. William and Mrs. Eleanor Peters
Mr. Henry Petrofsky
Ms. Doris Phillips

Mr. Neil and Mrs. Kathy Pierson
Ms. Barbara Prine and Mr. Cyprian Martin
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Judith W.M. Prohaska
Ms. Rajeshwari Punekar
Mr. Robert J. and Mrs. Eileen Rau
Ms. June Roy
Ms. Barbara Ruben
Ms. Susan Smith Rubin
Ms. Lisa St. Germain and Ms. Karen Beaulieu
Ms. Karen Scucchi-Carr
Mr. John and Mrs. Cathy Scuto
Ms. Lorraine Semnoski
Mr. Charles and Mrs. Chris Shivery
Ms. Joanne Singer
Ms. Vi R. Smalley
Ms. Diane Smith
Ms. Joyce Snyder
Mr. Michael and Mrs. Patricia Starace
Ms. Christa Sterling
Mr. George and Mrs. Nancy Stimac
Mr. Patrick and Mrs. Kathleen Sullivan
Ms. Ginny Tennison
Ms. Lynda Thornton
Mr. Albert Toro
Mr. Tom and Mrs. Rita Weidman
Mr. Edward and Mrs. Kathleen Young
Dr. Gordon and Mrs. Kim Zimmermann
*Deceased

If you have already included Our Companions in your estate plan, please let us know so that we can welcome you as a member of the Forever Home Society.

To learn more, please contact Susan Linker at 860-242-9999, ext 301 or email SusanL@OurCompanions.org.
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Outdoor Enclosures: Giving Cats
the Best of Both Worlds
By Julie Stankiewicz

It’s a dilemma that pulls at the heartstrings
of indoor cat owners far too often. We go
outdoors to experience sunshine, fresh air,
and exercise, and naturally our feline companions would love to join us. Cats are curious
animals designed to explore, and it is undeniable that they enjoy lounging in the sunshine,
running through grass, and even playing in the
snow. While our cats might love to experience
outdoor activities, it is more important to keep
them safe – as well as to protect wildlife from
our cats’ natural predatory instincts.
Our Companions and the vast majority of other
animal rescue organizations do not recommend allowing non-feral cats to roam freely
outdoors. Numerous dangers to their well-being await, including traffic, poisons, pesticides
and toxic plants, run-ins with other animals,
and ticks and other parasites that can even be
transmitted to their human families.
To give cats the best of both worlds, screenedin enclosures called catios as well as cat-proof
fences that provide safe outdoor experiences
have gained popularity in recent years. Outdoor enclosures relieve feelings of boredom
and cabin fever that some indoor cats experience, and may even remedy undesirable
behaviors such as not using the litter box,
scratching furniture, and howling. Enclosures
also provide increased opportunities for playful
behavior that is vital to maintaining healthy
weight.
Because catios keep birds and other small
animals safe from free-roaming cats, bird
enthusiasts have been advocating the use of
cat enclosures for many years. In Portland,
Oregon, the Audubon Society has been partnering with The Feral Cat Coalition since 2013
to host annual catio tours.
Catios can be constructed to fit various types
of outdoor spaces, and range from simple
homemade structures to elaborate cat playgrounds that include tunnels and tree stumps.
Many people choose to design and build catios
on their own, but pre-designed kits and custom kits are also available online. For a home
6

Nina and Domino entertaining themselves in their outdoor catio (a converted dog kennel).
with very little outdoor space, a window box or
perch is an excellent option to give cats fresh
air and a view of the outdoors. Larger permanent enclosures can be built upon decks and
patios or at ground level. It is even possible
to give cats access to the entire backyard
with the use of a Purrfect Fence, a patented
cat-proof fence with a pivoted arched top that
prevents cats from escaping.
Our Companions recognizes cats’ desire
for outdoor space, and provides numerous
screened-in porches and catios for our Sanctuary guests to enjoy. Thanks to the talent and
generosity of the late Jerry Gryczewski, former
OC volunteer, our catios and porches are filled
with wooden perches, kitty condos, and even
bridges for the cats to play and climb on. Feline Caregiver Karen Aseltine says, “Between
the dynamic sights, sounds, and smells the
catios offer, the cats are constantly kept alert,
active and involved. What really sells me the
most is the sheer look of contentment on a
cat’s face while relaxing in the afternoon sun.”
When Sanctuary volunteer Sue Beaupre
adopted two four-month-old kittens, Nina and
Domino, from Our Companions, she decided
to build an outdoor enclosure for them. “Since
volunteering at Our Companions over the last
www.OurCompanions.org | Spring 2016

Henry, a senior cat, lived a very short time after
coming to the Sanctuary. He spent his last days
soaking up the sun’s rays in the catio.
couple of years, I’ve noticed how much the
cats enjoy their outside time. I wanted to give
my kitties the same experience,” says Sue.
Sue purchased a dog kennel large enough so
that she could interact with Nina and Domino
inside it and had it installed just off her bedroom. A roof was put on the kennel to give the
cats protection from the elements and to keep
them from escaping. Nina and Domino have
access to the enclosure through a kitty door.
Sue’s father, a retired carpenter, built perches
for the cats to climb on and Sue covered them

Continued on page 7

Outdoor Enclosures (continued)
with carpet. After she laid pea gravel on the
ground, the catio was complete.
Nina and Domino are thrilled to have this amazing outdoor space to enjoy. “They absolutely love
it,” Sue says. “They enjoy it during all weather
conditions from rain to snow and warm sunshine. They nap out there, watch the birds and
squirrels, and just hang out. I believe they are
healthier and happier because of it. If you have
the room and financing, a catio is definitely worth
the time and effort.”
Six years ago, Our Companions Volunteer Mandy
Wieting and her husband Scott adopted Izzy, a
previously outdoor cat who is deaf. “Izzy had a
hard time adjusting to our home and wanted to
get outside. She would walk around the house
and howl,” says Mandy. To help Izzy feel more
comfortable, they decided to build an outdoor enclosure for her, structured by a large dog kennel.
Izzy loved it, and she never howled again!

Izzy and Leo enjoy some bird watching time in their catio.

Recently, when Mandy and Scott adopted a
semi-feral kitten named Leo, they expanded their
cats’ outdoor space by installing a Purrfect Fence
around their entire backyard. Mandy reports,
“Both cats absolutely love it! They are exploring their new territory and spend the afternoon
watching the wildlife and soaking up the sun.
When I look outside and see them running
around as fast as their little legs can carry them,
it makes my heart sing.”
Helpful websites, for further information:
www.animalsheltering.org/magazine/articles/
cats-meow
www.paws.org/library/cats/home-life/
outdoor-enclosures
www.purrfectfence.com
www.just4cats.com

Scott installed a Purrfect Fence on top of their existing chain link fence. The cats are unable to climb over
the top, and the bottom is secured in case of digging.

Our Companions would like to honor the life of volunteer Jerry Gryczewski, who passed
away in 2015. Jerry enriched the lives of the Sanctuary cats by building beautiful vertical
spaces where they can play and climb, and where timid cats can hide and feel safe. Jerry
also cared for a feral cat colony and built numerous beautiful shelters for feral cats.
“Jerry was such a special person with one of the largest hearts I’ve ever seen,” said OC
Board member Andrea Dobras, who had the pleasure of working with Jerry. Jerry’s love
of animals led him to Our Companions, but it was here that Jerry also found many human
friends. “He was a talented builder who would laugh if you ever called him that,”
says Andrea.
We are extremely grateful for Jerry’s contributions to benefit the animals. He will be deeply missed by all of us at Our Companions.
www.OurCompanions.org | Spring 2016
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Where Are They Now? Sanctuary Adoption Update
Each day, animals’ lives are transformed at Our Companions Animal Sanctuary. While some animals have a relatively short stay before they are
adopted, others take some time to heal from their past traumas or physical injuries. Regardless of the duration of their stay with us, our ultimate goal
is to find adopters who will be the best match for our deserving animals. We are uniquely able to make these perfect matches because our home-like
environment at the Sanctuary allows us to really get to know each animal’s personality and needs.
This relationship with our adopters doesn’t end at the time of adoption. Our Companions provides guidance throughout the animal’s entire life,
including pre-adoption counseling, assistance while the animal is settling in, and life-long support. Our trained Adoption Counselors check in with
adopters after the first couple of weeks, then again after three months, six months, and at the one-year anniversary of the adoption. Following,
are some adoption check-in updates received from our counselors that we thought you would enjoy.

Princess Rachel

Frankie and Ashley

Update from her family:
“Who could forget that
spunky Chihuahua that
graced us, her loving admirers, during her reign at the
Our Companions Sanctuary!?
Princess is doing well and
we wanted to share her six
month update with you!

Two special cats who met and
became BFF (Best Friends Forever)
at the Sanctuary.

“We just call her Princess and some other cute nicknames as well.
She is a truly wonderful little doggie who loves her people as much
as we love her. Gina and Marie matched her well to us. We wanted a
dog to travel with us on our RV trips and she loves to go on traveling
adventures, sitting or laying on her special pillow! She loves her special soft dog treats from Fresh Pet along with string cheese. I make
her special Princess Stew from Marie’s recipe every week with her
special kibble. All in all we are very happy with our adoption from Our
Companions and always tell everyone we know how truly great you all
are with the animals in your care.”

“Today, according to Our Companions, is Ashley’s first birthday. She
will get a birthday treat, of course which no doubt she’ll share with
her best friend, Frankie.
“I sense they are happy here and that does my heart good. Ashley,
especially, has come such a long way, so tell your wonderful volunteers they did a good job with them and they can rest easy when they
wonder how Frankie and Ashley are doing. They’re doing great!”

Zoey

Jewel (now “Peanut”)

Update from Zoey herself,
sent by her family:

“Jewel has been renamed Peanut by
the kids. She meows and responds
to that name, it’s so adorable. She is
my precious little girl. I dote upon her
to the point of driving everyone else
crazy at times :-)

“Look at me! Basking in the sunshine
over the 4th of July holiday on a lake
in beautiful New Hampshire. I certainly lucked out with my adoption.
At the lake, I’m on-leash but I can sit
on the deck and watch the motor and sail boats go by.
“Life is good. I now have the run of the house and I’m behaving
pretty well. I still like to sniff out bags, boxes and you name it. I just
want to be in the middle of all the action and where everyone else is,
“I saw in the paper, that you have another Zoey looking for a forever
home. I sure hope she’s as lucky as I am and finds one real soon.
“Catch you later... I need to play with my tennis balls now.”
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Update from their family:
“I couldn’t be more pleased with my
children. Frankie and Ashley are doing great. I sit here at the computer
watching them roughhouse and tear around the office/their play room
and I laugh myself silly. Then they play and lick each other and my
heart fills up.

“I love her so much. She hangs out
with me all day long; she’s settled in and, as I had hoped, is now
slowly taking over the house! She parks herself on the couch and
sleeps out in the open with everyone home.
“She is so gentle, affectionate, and always looks for me or Sarah…
we are her favorites. Peansie (as we call her sometimes) likes to go
into Sarah’s room at night and meow at her until Sarah gets up and
pets her. Peanut loves to play with her feather on a stick, and she also
loves sitting in her sunny window seat or kitty condo. She also loves
her tummy rubs. She’s awesome. I am so grateful she is here.”

www.OurCompanions.org | Spring 2016
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Love Animals? Come Volunteer at the Sanctuary!
Each week dozens of volunteers from all over Connecticut assist us in providing care to the many wonderful animals at our Sanctuary in Ashford.
While we currently have more than 200 individuals who give some 180 hours of their time per week, we can always use more help. We hope you
will consider getting involved as a Sanctuary volunteer. Here are some specifics about the opportunities available:

Sanctuary Caregivers
Do you want to work directly with the animals at the Sanctuary? Then you’ll fit right in as a feline or canine caregiver. Our home-like, cage-free facility
is largely volunteer-run. It provides a loving, enriching environment to adoptable animals that need special rehabilitation or care before moving on to
their forever homes.
Our dog volunteers are indispensable, assisting with exercising, socializing, and caring for our canine guests. Our dogs love their outside time in the
play yard and on the nature trails. The interactive time between the volunteers and dogs helps prepare the dogs for life with a new family.
The cats at our Sanctuary need lots of love too! The time they spend with volunteers is important for enhancing their socialization skills. Our volunteers provide enrichment through playtime, cuddling, and behavioral work for those cats who need it.

Groundskeepers
If you are handy around the house or enjoy working in the great outdoors, we need your skills! Our beautiful 43-acre facility can be a lot of work to
keep up, and without our grounds volunteers we couldn’t do it. The property includes the Sanctuary campus, a dog park, and nature trails, all of which
need periodic maintenance. When the weather’s nice, we can always use volunteers to mow the lawn, work in our gardens, and improve our trails. In
the winter, a bit of snow removal help goes a long way to clear space for our dogs to walk.
For those who prefer the indoors, we love our handyman (and handywoman) volunteers! Our buildings get a lot of traffic between volunteers, the animals, and visitors, and things sometimes break. That’s where our handymen come in. They help us with everything from fixing a hinge to building cat
trees. These volunteers are invaluable in our efforts to keep the land and buildings beautiful for the animals and visitors to enjoy.
Visit our OurCompanions.org for full job descriptions and volunteer requirements.

www.OurCompanions.org | Spring 2016
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GIVING

Henry and Katharine K. McLane Society
Each year since 2007, Our Companions has honored a distinguished group of individuals, businesses and organizations who graciously support our mission by donating at leadership levels. The prestigious Henry and Katharine
K. McLane Society was created and named in honor of Our Companions’ very first donors, who shared our vision
of helping animals in need, regardless of the challenge or the cost.
Each and every donation we receive is precious, no matter its size, because it signifies commitment from our
community. Yet the reality is that the vast majority (87%) of our funding each year is the result of donations at the
leadership level. Simply put, we could not fulfill our mission to do the right thing for animals in need without the
generous support of our leadership donors.
The late Katharine, known
to her friends as K.K, with
her dog Jenny.

We would like to formally recognize and thank the following individuals and organizations who supported the work
of Our Companions at the leadership level in 2015.

Our Companions Circle, $20,000
Community Foundation of Eastern Connecticut
Ms. Barbara Erskine
Ms. Valerie Friedman
Gerald and Claire Gerath Foundation
Ms. Lida Orzeck
The Estate of Helen Woodford
Founders’ Circle, $10,000 - $19,999
Anonymous
Aetna Foundation, Inc
Mr. Samuel and Mrs. Janet Bailey
Ms. Sandra A. Bass
Ms. Georgina Bloomberg
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Chase
Ms. Maria R. das Neves and Mr. Frank Hawkins
Ms. Gale Epstein
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Linda Forrester
Ms. Ann R. Hardy
Ms. Christine Knuth
Mr. Rob and Mrs. Susan Mason
Mr. H. Richard McLane
Ms. Joleen M. Nevers and Mr. James Larabee
Newman’s Own Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Leon and Mrs. Bernadette Olivier
Ms. Melanie Rose and Ms. Janet Perna
Perna-Rose Foundation for Hope, Inc.
Ms. Barbara Ruben and Ms. June Roy
Mr. Charles W. and Mrs. Christine Shivery
The Shuskus Family
The Estate of Margaret Stiff
Mr. Paul Volpe

Guardians’ Circle, $5,000 - $9,999
Mr. John and Mrs. Mary Ann Biella
The Bloomberg Sisters Foundation
Ms. Joy Daentl
Ms. Patricia Denno
Mr. Frank T. and Mrs. Caroline Gaetano
Mr. Bill and Mrs. Eva Gurley
Mr. Mark and Mrs. Linda Hatten
Mr. & Mrs. I. Bradley Hoffman
Mr. Paul and Mrs. Lyn F. Johnson
Ms. Dottie Kern
Ms. Leigh Ann Kissner
Mr. Irwin Linker
Ms. Kerri Mansberg
William and Alice Mortensen Foundation
The Oregon Community Foundation
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Ms. Marguerite Purnell
Mr. Henry and Mrs. Helen Savage
Travelers
Mr. George and Mrs. Lynda Trumbull
United Way of Central and Northeastern Connecticut
Mrs. Betty Willis
Dr. Gordon and Mrs. Kim Zimmermann

Caregivers’ Circle, $2,500 - $4,999
Mr. David and Mrs. Kerry Bailey
Ms. Laura Baker*
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Mr. John and Mrs. Carol Coulton
Disney Worldwide Outreach
Ms. Robin Fontaine and Mr. Mark Alexander
The Harry E. Goldfarb Family Foundation Fund
Ms. Jamila Hadj-Salem and Mr. Joshua Ochs
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving
Ms. Lisa Holzwarth and Mr. Evan Schiller
Ms. Gillian Howell and Mr. Stephen Patrizzi
ING Foundation
Ms. Jeannie Kitchens
Ms. Angela Lennox-Kay
Ms. Anne Llewellyn
Middlesex United Way, Inc.
Ms. Jennifer Overman
PETCO Foundation
Ms. Ruth Rollin and Mr. Henry Petrofsky
Mr. Frank and Mrs. Penny Petrone
Ms. Laurel Rabschutz and Mr. Paul Pribula
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Ms. Elizabeth R. Rea
Ms. Susan Smith Rubin
Dr. Paul and Mrs. Melinda M. Sullivan
Sweetheart Invitational
Ms. Sandra Tullius
United Way of Pioneer Valley, Inc.
Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Rita Weidman
Zlotnick Construction

Companions’ Row $1,000 - $2,499
Anonymous (2)
Mr. Bruce and Mrs. Terri Alpert
America’s Charities
Mr. Brandon Attar
Ms. Ora Avni
Mr. Charles W. and Mrs. Claudia Ayer
The Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Bank of America Matching Gifts
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Mr. Bruce and Mrs. Carol-Ann Barlow
Dr. George and Mrs. Jennifer Barrows
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Batchelder
Mr. Brian and Mrs. Nicole Baummer
Mrs. Jessica Beganski
Mrs. Evelyn Berezin
Ms. Cindy Bergner
Mr. Curtis and Mrs. Patricia Blake
Mr. Paul Bourdeau
Mrs. Joan Brodeur
Mr. Craig and Mrs. Paula Brown
Ms. Linda Cafro
Mrs. Donna Capone
Ms. Janice Cartin
Mr. Mickey Cartin
Cats Limited Veterinary Hospital
Chippens Hill Veterinary Hospital
Citizens Charitable Foundation
Mr. Brandon and Mrs. Kimberly Clonch
Ms. Renee Costello
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred V. Covello
Mr. Alan and Mrs. Risa Davidson
Mr. Dudley Day
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Derr
Mr. Steve and Mrs. Jean DeVito
Ms. Carole DiBiasi
Mr. Lenny and Mrs. Beth D’Onofrio
Ms. Louise C. England
Ms. Shirley Galka and Ms. Susan Fabian
Farmington Miniature Golf Course
Mrs. Lisa Fekete
Ms. Paula Fischer
Mr. James and Mrs. Jennifer Fitzsimmons
Ms. Patricia Foley
Ms. Kelly France
Mr. Marvin Fried
Ms. Kim Gabler
Ms. Susan Gagnon and Mr. Theodore J. Urbanski
Ms. Diana Garfield
Mr. Steve and Mrs. Blanche Goldenberg
Mr. Alan and Mrs. Wendy Gorfain
Mr. Ian and Mrs. Kimberly Green
Mrs. Linda and Mr. Glen Grigerek
Ms. Lindsay Hughes
Dr. Jo Nol and Dr. Nancy Humphreys
Mr. Albert and Mrs. Kathleen Jaffe
Jarvis Group, Inc.
Mr. Wallace and Mrs. Hedy Jarvis
Ms. Ann Jones and Mr. Stephen D. Ramsey
Ms. Judith Jordan
Mr. Randall and Mrs. Marie Joyner
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Mr. Daniel Kay
Ms. Catherine Kulak and Mr. Kevin Sheehan
Ms. Katherine Lapico
Ms. Marta Jo Lawrence
Mr. Mark and Mrs. Anne Lewchik
Mr. Mitchell and Mrs. Susan Linker
Ms. Dolores Magraw
Mr. Joseph and Mrs. Jo Marinello
MassMutual Financial Group
Mr. Jeff and Mrs. Cheryl Mathieu
Mr. Christopher McCarron
Ms. Terri Messina- Linder and Mr. Herve Linder
Mr. and Mrs. James Millar
Mitchell Auto Group, Inc.
Ms. Holly Billings and Ms. Marianne Nelson
Mrs. Elizabeth and Mr. Jay Nyczak
Mr. Leonard Oberg
Mr. Peter and Mrs. Alexandra Oldershaw
Dr. Eric Orzeck
Mr. Mark and Mrs. Luanne Paley
Mr. Gary Paradee
Ms. Nancy C. Parker
Ms. Gail Perkins-Gemme and Mr. Robert Gemme
Petcare Veterinary Services
Mr. Francis Pierce
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Judith W. M. Prohaska
Ms. Patricia Purdy
Ms. Elizabeth Reed
Ms. Beth Hillson and Dr. Joel Reich
Mr. Douglas and Mrs. Julie Reid
Ms. Barbara Rubin
Ms. Diane Samuels
Ms. Sandra Benedict and Mr. Maneesh Shanbhag
The Shelter Hill Foundation
Mr. Jordan Smith
Ms. Dana and Mr. Wayne Soderlund
Specialty Transportation, Inc.
Mr. Patrick and Mrs. Kathleen Sullivan
Ms. Louise L. Sutton
Talcott Mountain Agility Club
The Glenmede Trust Company, N.A.
Ms. Kristin and Mr. Steve Vaassen
Mr. James and Mrs. Donna Wakim
Mr. Adam and Mrs. Holly Wanegar
Ms. Georgiana White
Dr. Mary White-Roath
Ms. Jennifer Whitlow
Mr. Alfred and Mrs. Helen Wilke
Mr. Michael Wiseman
Mr. Wallace Worcester
Mr. Edward and Mrs. Kathleen Young
Ms. Maureen Armstrong and Mr. Adam Zweifler

Rescuer’s Row $250 - $999
Ms. Natalie Abrahms
Mrs. Andrea Ackerman
Allied World Assurance Company
Mr. John and Mrs. Christina Altier
AmazonSmile Foundation
Ms. Barbara B. Anderson
Ms. Diane Anderson
Ms. Deborah Anger
Animal Place
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. George Aronstamm
Artique LLC
Mr. Craig and Mrs. Vivian Asche
Ms. Jeanne Auerbach
Ms. Mary Baker
Mr. John and Mrs. Patricia Balkonis

Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Melanie Barnes
Mr. Gary and Mrs. Kathleen Bartholomew
Ms. Katherine Bartosiak
Ms. Jane Batton
Ms. Karen Bauer
Ms. Sandra Bean
Mr. Joe and Mrs. Pat Beaudin
Mr. Leo and Mrs. Audrey A. Belanger
Mr. Marvin and Mrs. Judith Bellin
Ms. Debbie Benner
Mr. Mike and Mrs. Eva Berch
Mr. Craig and Mrs. Kim Berry
Ms. Lynn Biella
Ms. Nancy Blaschinski
Mr. Andrew and Mrs. Amber A. Bordley
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Anne Borg
Mr. Normand and Mrs. Sharon Boulanger
Mr. John and Mrs. Kim Bowen
Ms. Diane Boyce and Mr. Chris Fuselier
Ms. Jane Boyle and Mr. Michael Galonska
Ms. Deborah Boynton and Mr. John Stephenson
Ms. Randi Bradbury
Ms. Lori Ann Brass and Mr. Allan Phillips
Dr. Sharon Bremner
Ms. Marguerite Brennan
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company
Mr. Rob and Mrs. Kelly Britt
Mr. Timothy and Mrs. Doreen Brown
Mr. Phil and Mrs. Lynn Brown
Mr. David A. and Mrs. Susan E. Bucci
Ms. Jen Rilla and Mr. Michael Cafasso
Mr. Joseph and Mrs. Kathleen Calsetta
Ms. Allison Calvello
Ms. Susan Cannon
Ms. Daryl Carbone
Ms. Catherine Carlisi
Ms. Sheila Carroll
Ms. Jennifer Carter
Mr. Angelo and Mrs. Susan Casagrande
Mr. Rob and Mrs. Jill Casey
Mrs. Ellen L. Cassady
Ms. Kathleen Cassidy
Mr. Glenn and Mrs. Glynis Cassis
Ms. Jennifer Cavaliere
Mr. Eleas and Mrs. Sandra Chafouleas
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Lois Charron
Ms. Penni Cheatle
Ms. Manon-Lu Christ
Mr. Keith and Mrs. Madeline Coakley
Coast to Coast Produce
Ms. Jennifer Coffey and Mr. David Vorchheimer
Mr. Edward and Mrs. Joan Cohen
Mr. Mitchell Cohen
Mr. Richard and Mrs. Ann Cohen
Ms. Jessica Collis and Mr. Victor Belenchia
Dr. Joyce Comer
Community Foundation of Greater New Britain
Mr. Ronald and Mrs. Nancy Compton
Mr. Wayne and Mrs. Concetta Conlogue
Mr. William and Mrs. Ellen E. Conlon
Mr. David and Mrs. Rita Conrad
Ms. Lynne L. Cooper and Mr. Russ Pekrul
Corax Corporation
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Corbett
Cornerstone Real Estate Advisers, LLC
Ms. Susan C. Barnes and Mr. Daniel Cosgrove
Mr. David and Mrs. Kim Cosgrove
Mr. Robert Cote
Ms. Anastasia Crosswhite and Mr. Shawn Mullen
Mr. Bill and Mrs. Ilona Crosswhite
Ms. Elizabeth Cullen and Mr. Martin Lilienthal
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Mr. Harry and Mrs. Joan Curry
Mr. Charles and Mrs. Nancy Curtiss
Ms. Tammie Cutler
Ms. Joanne Cyr and Mr Todd Collin
Dr. Stephen and Mrs. Jessica Davis
Ms. June Day
Ms. Cornelia Dayton and Mr. James Boster
Ms. Amia Della Mura
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Ann M. DeMaio
Ms. Mary DeManbey
Ms. Charlotte Desilets
Ms. Lorrie Devine
Mr. Craig Diangelo
Ms. Jennifer DiBacco
Mr. Ronald and Mrs. Penny Dionne
Dog Days of West Hartford
Mr. John Domijan
Ms. Claudette Douglas
Mr. Fredric and Mrs. Robin Dressler
Ms. Sarah Gager and Mr. Arthur DuBois
Ms. Olivia Dunn
Eastford Elementary School
Mr. Robert Edmunds
Mr. David Ehnot
Mr. Mark and Mrs. Nancy Elliott
Ms. Karen Ellsworth
Mr. Larry and Mrs. Carol English
Ms. Pamela Farnham
Ms. Brenda Faro-Anderson
Mr. William and Mrs. Lynda Fee
Mr. Emery and Mrs. Joan Fellinger
Ms. Eileen Fenton-Gondek
Mr. Lawrence and Mrs. Christine Fiorita
Ms. Lori Stevenson and Mr. Gordon Fishell
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Tracey Fitzpatrick
Mr. William and Mrs. Patricia Flaherty
Ms. Karen Flanders
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Heidi Flicker
Mr. Robert Fochi
Dr. Alexander and Mrs. Carol Fortier
Mr. Ray and Mrs. Taryn Fredericksen
The Freedom Riders Project
Ms. Gina Gaipa
Ms. Dale Galbo
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Gavin
GE Foundation
Mr. Charles Giannelli
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Giannone
Ms. Jane Giguere
Ms. Barbara Gillette
Mr. Francis and Mrs. Cathy L. Ginocchi
Mr. Andrew Glass
Ms. Stacey Glastris
Mr. Brian and Mrs. Erin Goldman
Ms. Carol Goodstein
Ms. Daryl Gordon
Ms. Judith Gordon
Ms. Barbara Gorr*
Mr. Steven and Mrs. Nancy Gramps
Ms. Michele Greaves and Mr. Joseph Popovitch
Mr. Arthur and Mrs. Zadelle Greenblatt
Mr. Douglas and Mrs. Irma Gregory
Ms. Paula Grohol
Mr. Lindsey and Mrs. Jane Gruson
Senator Tony and Mrs. Doris Guglielmo
Mr. Sam and Mrs. Lindsay Hall
Mr. Douglas and Mrs. Denise Harned
Ms. Susan Harrod
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Susan Hart

Continued on page 12
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McLane Society (continued)

Mr. Matthew and Mrs. Renee Hartzog
Mr. Lou and Mrs. Rozanne Hauser
Mr. Neale and Mrs. Carol Hauss
Ms. Kelly Hayes
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Gail Hayter
Ms. Renee Healion
Mrs. Jane Henderson
Mr. Carl and Mrs. Carolann Hernberg
HH Photography
High Grade Gas Service, Inc.
Ms. Kim Hoffman
Mrs. Stacy Holmes
Mr. Steve and Mrs. Jill Honeycomb
Ms. Dollie Hunt
Mr. George M. Iannini
Ms. Julita Isidro and Mr. John Sullivan
Ms. Judith Ivie and Mr. Jorge A. Parra
Mr. George and Mrs. Livia Jacobs
Mr. Theodore P. and Mrs. Ellen S. Jennings
Ms. Kristen Johnson and Mr. Martin Azzolina
Ms. Diane Kaemmer and Mr. David Henderson
Ms. Pamela Colwell and Mr. James Kallal
Ms. Faye Kantz
Kids Express Learning Center and Daycare LLC
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Sue King
Ms. Katherine Kosmaler
Mr. Jason Kuper
Mrs. Gretchen LaBau
Ms. Jayme Lamphere and Mr. Phuc Phan
Mr. Keith and Mrs. Judy Landin
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Larson
Ms. Karen R. Laski
Ms. Katherine Laufer
Mr. Robert Lazzerini
Mr. Bill and Mrs. Nancy B. Leete
Ms. Elizabeth Lines
Mr. Damon and Mrs. Beth Linker
Ms. Sara Linsley
Lloyd H. Bugbee Elementary School
Mr. John Loge
Ms. Deb Izzo and Mr. James Long
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Lisa Lukawicz
Ms. Phuong Ly
Ms. Sharon MacDonald and Ms. Shirley MacDonald
Mr. Nathan and Mrs. Krystal Makowski
Mr. Peter and Mrs. Isabel Malkin
Ms. Diane Manganello
Mr. Peter Mann
Mr. Gerald and Mrs. Claire B. Mansberg
Ms. Jeanne Coppola and Mr. Paul Manson
Mr. Carmine and Mrs. Lorayne Margiotta
Margo Vivero Counseling
Ms. Leah Martin
Ms. Sarah Lee Martin
MassMutual
Mr. Fred and Mrs. Kay McCarthy
Mr. Mike McCarthy
Ms. Paula McEwen
Ms. Patricia McGuiness
Mr. David and Mrs. Shannon McHale
Ms. Roberta McLean
Mr. Richard and Mrs. Elisabeth Merrell
Ms. Mari Merwin
Mr. William and Mrs. Linda Mester
Metayer Bonding Associates, LLC
Mr. Michael Metayer
Mr. Brian and Mrs. Kim Michalewicz
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
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Mr. Greg and Mrs. Regis Miller
Mr. Edward and Mrs. Linda Miller
Mr. Edward and Mrs. Robin Milstein
Ms. Arlene Mirsky-MacNamara
Mr. Joseph Mitchel
Mr. Dave and Mrs. Stephanie Montemerlo
Ms. Mary Morenz
Mr. Albert and Mrs. JoAnna Morris
Ms. Wendy A. Morris
Ms. Rita Nadeau-Breive
Mr. William E. and Mrs. Elisabeth Neff
Ms. Nancy Nelson
Dr. and Mrs. Tony Ness
Network for Good
Mr. Matthew and Mrs. Deanna L. Nickels
Northeast Utilities
Mr. Stewart Novick
Ms. Moira O’Neill
Mr. Raymond and Mrs. Patricia Overton
Mr. Peter Papallo
Ms. Priscilla Parillo
Mr. Charles and Mrs. Jenifer Parker
Paws for a Cause
Mr. Ed and Mrs. Jayne Pelletier
Mr. Richard Pelletier
Ms. Catherine Pepe
Ms. Laura Perlotto
Mr. Steven and Mrs. Debra Perrelli
Mr. Stephen D. and Mrs. Suzanne Petke
Mr. Scott and Mrs. Gail Petras
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts Program
Mr. John and Mrs. Tia Phillips
Mr. Jerome Pollitt
Mr. David Pomper
Ms. Cathy Popp
Ms. Martha Porteus
Ms. Smita Poudrier
Mrs. Dina Pratt
Mrs. Shari Pratt
Ms. Jessica Greenebaum and Mr. Devin Pray
Pressure Seals, Inc.
Ms. Barbara Prine and Mr. Cyprian Martin
Ms. Esther Pryor
Mr. Christopher and Mrs. Karen Purrone
Mr. Kyran Quackenbush and Mr. William Manning
Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Tracy Quigley
Mr. Michael and Mrs. Cheryl Radzvilowicz
Mr. Michael Rao
Ms. Elizabeth Regan
Ms. Magdalena Reyna and Ms. Susan Holmes
Ms. Alice De Tora and Mr. Gary Reynolds
Ms. Victoria Ricciuti
Ms. Nikki Richer
Ms. Sandy Richmond
Ms. Kim Rivest and Mr. Joseph C. Mayo
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Lori Robert
Ms. Helen J. Rogers and
Mr. Hariharan Swaminathan
Mr. Paul Romanik
Mr. Ken Rosenblatt
Mr. Greg and Mrs. Amanda Rossolimo
Ms. Barbara Rostek
Mrs. Mary Rounsavall
Dr. Karen Rubinow
Ms. Deborah Rubio
Mr. Mark and Mrs. Althea Ruderman
Mr. Kenneth and Mrs. Julie Saffir
Ms. Zellene Sandler
Mr. Douglas and Mrs. Elizabeth Sansom
Ms. Juliane Sarkozy
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Mr. Tony and Mrs. Alison V. Scherer
Ms. Erica Scherzer
Ms. Julia Schiavi
Mrs. Carolyn Scholz
Dr. Steve and Mrs. Karen L. Schutzer
Mr. Hy and Mrs. Remy Schwartz
Mr. Leonard and Mrs. Freda Schwartz
Mr. Anthony C. and Mrs. Sharon Scussel
Ms. Andrea Seader and Mr. Samuel Harrison
Ms. Cindy Seip
Ms. Lorraine Semnoski
Mr. Martin and Mrs. Donna Seremet
Ms. Robin Shannon
Ms. Kathy Shea
Ms. Melissa Simonik and Ms. Valina Carpenter
Ms. Claudia J. Sklar and Ms. Caroline Reinish
Ms. Vi R. Smalley
Mr. William Smith
Ms. Joyce Snyder
Ms. Julianne Splain and Mr. Richard Bartell
Mr. Peter and Mrs Judy Spring
Ms. Lisa L. St. Germain and Ms. Karen Beaulieu
Mr. Michael and Mrs. Carol Stacy
Stanley Black & Decker
Mr. Michael and Mrs. Patricia Starace
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Gillian Steel
Mr. Gabe and Mrs. Audrey Stein
Ms. Christa Sterling
Dr. George and Mrs. Nancy Stimac
Mr. Morris and Mrs. Nancy Storck
Ms. Tera Jenson and Mr. Jeremy Strange
Ms. Pamela Stratton
Ms. Miriam Friedlander and Dr. Bruce Strober
Ms. Brenda Sullivan
Summit Plastics LLC
Mr. Frank and Mrs. Carol Swanson
Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Jan Sweitzer
Mr. Michael and Mrs. Susan Switzer
Mr. P. Ross Taylor and Mrs. Anne B. Taylor
Mr. William and Mrs. Harriet Teichert
Ms. Natalie Teply and Ms. Pamela Wells
Dr. Jeffrey and Mrs. AnnMarie S. Tepper
Mr. Wayne and Mrs. Kim Thomas
Ms. Lynda Thornton
Mr. William and Mrs. Patricia C. Tomlinson
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Tremblay
Truist
Mr. Alexander and Mrs. Judith Trzcinski
United Way of Greater Waterbury
University of Connecticut Divison
of Student Affairs
Mr. James and Mrs. Deborah Urbano
Verizon Foundation
Ms. Jane Viviano
Mr. Edward and Mrs. Debbie Voyer
Ms. Roberta Wachtelhausen
Mr. Terry and Dr. Mary C. Wakeman
Mr. David and Mrs. Terry Walker
Ms. Karen Wassell
Mr. Nicholas and Mrs. Susan Watts
Mr. Bruce and Mrs. Pamela M. Wentworth
Mr. Kevin and Mrs. Joanne Wholey
Ms. Gretchen Wiedie
Mr. Scott and Mrs. Amanda Wieting
Ms. Sara Woodward
Ms. Vanessa Yi and Mr. Kevin Mounts
Ms. Anita L. Zlatev and Mr. Paul S. Szwed
Ms. Carolyn Zolty
*Indicates donor is deceased.
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Honoring Longtime Donor Laura Baker



By Jennifer Barrows

At Our Companions we regard our donors and
volunteers as part of an extended and closeknit family, all working toward the same common goal: to end the suffering of homeless,
neglected and abused companion animals. In
early 2016, we sadly bade farewell to one of
our most loyal and longtime supporters, Laura
Baker, of Branford, Connecticut, who passed
away in January.
“We were very saddened by the news of Laura’s passing,” says CEO Susan Linker. “Laura
was one of the nicest people I have ever met
and one of our very first donors. She loved and
believed in the concept of the Sanctuary early
on, when it was really just a dream of ours.
She was a very generous financial supporter
over many years.”
Laura was an exceptionally warm and gracious
person – and a friend to many, especially
when it came to animals, according to her
husband Ben. “She absolutely loved animals.
Her mother was a huge dog lover, so it was
kind of in her blood,” he says. “Laura loved all
animals, and I mean all – in fact she was less
squeamish about picking up bugs than I am. If
a bug was found in our house, it had to be put
outside, never destroyed.”
Laura loved nature, gardens, and flowers, and
she was an amazing designer. She owned a
shop in Fairfield called Pickets, featuring antiques and vintage curios as well as gardening
and more contemporary, yet unique, home decor pieces. “Her store was absolutely beautiful,
with imaginative and tasteful displays,” recalls
Ben. “It was just one of those places people
loved to go – and in fact, it became a sort of
gathering spot in Fairfield.”
According to her close friend and OC Advisory
Board member, Alex Oldershaw (who also
worked with Laura at Pickets), Laura had a
huge customer base at her business, and
customers with dogs were always welcomed.

“I don’t know who was more excited to visit
Pickets, the customer or the dog,” notes Alex.
“Sometimes Laura even said hello to the dog
before she greeted the customer! She would
race to get a doggie treat and, of course, the
dogs just loved her. What I liked best about
my experience in working at Pickets was
witnessing how much the animals loved Laura.
Sometimes they came in just for a treat and to
say hi to her.”
Laura and Ben Baker enjoyed nearly 39 years
of marriage, and during that time held very
separate interests and hobbies. She had her
shop, and he had his architecture business.
He loves to sail, she loved to garden. “I give
money to organizations that help people;
Laura gave money to dogs, and that’s how we
were different,” laughs Ben. “I knew she was
very taken with this organization,” he continues. “There are many organizations that do
similar work, but Laura felt very strongly about
Our Companions’ mission.”

Laura in Rhode Island.

Despite their separate personal interests,
something they both enjoyed were their recurrent trips to idyllic St. Bart’s in the French
West Indies. It was there where they would just
relax, spending their days enjoying the pristine
beaches, each other, and a couple of really
good books.
Laura and Ben have a son Lock, who is a successful artist in Los Angeles, and a daughter,
Kelsey, who lives in New Haven, and is also an
ardent animal lover. In fact, it was Kelsey who
found their current beloved dog, Toby, online
when she and her mother were looking for a
dog for Laura and Ben to adopt. The family has
had several wonderful dogs over the years.
“We got our first dog together when our son
was 6 or 7 years old,” says Ben. “He was a
rescue. We are on our fourth one now, and all
have been rescues.”
Laura grew up in New Haven, and spent
www.OurCompanions.org | Spring 2016

Toby, one of Laura’s beloved rescue dogs.
summers in Branford. It was the place she
cherished above all others. Laura began to feel
unwell in early 2015, and underwent treatment for cancer. She lived her last year in her
favorite place, Johnson’s Point, in Branford,
where she had spent every summer of her
life, in a house she and her husband had just
finished building together. Ben designed the

Continued on page 14
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Honoring Longtime Donor Laura Baker (continued)
house, and Laura, with her keen understanding of interior space and design, helped make
it into a home.
Alex Oldershaw says that she and Laura were
both drawn to Our Companions immediately,
but it was Laura who introduced Alex to the
organization. “Laura immediately liked Susan
and Mitch Linker,” explains Alex [Mitch is a
Board member and Chair of the OC Development Committee]. “She found them so accessible and friendly. She especially loved the fact
that they always took the time to thank their
donors, whether the donation was fifty dollars
or five thousand dollars.
“Susan inspires loyalty to the organization with
her unwavering enthusiasm and determination to keep donors engaged and informed

on current news and the wonderful success
stories made possible by each and every gift.
When you are met with that kind of response,
it makes you want to give more! It’s like they
are saying, ‘We care about you being part of
us. Stay with us.’”
According to Alex, even when she was very
ill, Laura cared deeply about contributing to
an organization that would continue to grow
because of her involvement. Laura loved the
plans for having a Sanctuary with cottages for
the animals, rather than separate cages for
them. She loved the concept of housing these
animals in an environment that was as homelike as possible.
“I think of Our Companions as an amazing
miracle that has come up from the ashes of

that chicken farm,” says Alex. “Laura and I
both shared a passion for animals who need
help. It gives me goose bumps to think about
the miraculous strides OC has made in a
relatively a short period of time.”
Laura Baker made an enormous impact during
her lifetime on both people and animals. She
will be missed by so many – most importantly,
her husband Ben and her family. We hope they
take some measure of comfort knowing that
they are joined by a multitude of human and
furry friends who also loved Laura –
 especially
those of us here at Our Companions. Thanks
to Laura’s generosity and her extra big heart,
animals, for many years to come, will be
granted a second chance to find their
forever homes.

Our Companions Spring Fund Drive
As a member of the Our Companions family, you have no doubt heard about
or witnessed how the animals in our care are dramatically transformed by
the individualized care and attention that they receive. In fact, we take on
some of the State’s most difficult and extreme cases, rehabilitating abused
and neglected pets – many of whom have special needs. What’s more, we
stick by our animals for the long haul, seeing them through to adoption
and beyond.

Going the extra

That’s right – beyond going to great lengths to find the right home for our
animals, we offer support, training, and advice even after our animals are
placed. When someone adopts from us, or when someone seeks support
through our classes, programs and services, we stand by them for as long
as they need us. They become part of the Our Companions family.
It’s a promise between our clients, adopters, volunteers, staff, and of
course, the animals; and it’s a promise we are able to keep thanks to you.
The fact is that 98% of the funding for all our programs comes from donations to our Annual Fund.
As you can imagine, providing all these programs and customized care requires significant resources. For this reason, we are asking you to consider
making a generous gift to our Spring Fund Drive via the enclosed envelope,
or making a secure donation at www.OurCompanions.org/giving.
Thank you, as always for sharing in our mission of always doing the
right thing for animals regardless of the challenge or cost.
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Technically Speaking

In the Loop: New Technology for At-Home Pain Management
I admit I was skeptical. After all, how could
a disposable, plastic, battery-operated loop
miraculously alleviate pain and inflammation
in animals without using drugs? So I read the
clinical research studies, many building on
data from related human medical trials, and
heard of amazing results through my fellow
veterinary physical rehabilitation colleagues.
Then, while attending a conference I decided
to check out the intriguing Assisi Loop® myself. Although completely unaware at the time,
that purchase not only convinced me of the
device’s treatment merit but ultimately led to
saving my own cat’s life.

The Loop
According to their website, the Assisi Loop® is
an FDA-cleared Non-Pharmaceutical Anti-Inflammatory Device (NPAID®). In both humans
and animals, an NPAID is a class of medical
devices that employs a form of electromagnetic therapy for treating inflammatory conditions and pain. The loop is non-invasive with
no known side effects. It can safely be used
as a stand-alone therapy or in conjunction
with other modalities for treating a variety of
orthopedic, neurologic or degenerative issues,
post-surgical pain and swelling, inflammation,
and open wounds.
The Assisi Loop utilizes t-PEMF™ (Targeted
Pulsed Electro-Magnetic Field) technology to
stimulate the body’s natural healing response.
Pain, swelling and inflammation are reduced
by enhancing the therapeutic production properties of nitric oxide in tendons, ligaments,
bones, inflamed skin, and internal organs. The
device is placed over an area to be treated for
a 15-minute interval. Pets may feel a slight
pleasantly warm sensation due to increased
blood circulation, and often enjoy being held
during therapy as many quickly make a connection between treatment and relief. Positive
results may be seen in as little as one or two

by Lyn Garson, CVT, CCRP

sessions, while chronic cases can require up
to two weeks for noticeable improvement.
The Assisi Loop® is available for at-home use
either dispensed through your veterinarian or
animal physical rehabilitation practitioner as
part of a continued treatment plan, or online
directly from Assisi Animal Health with a veterinary prescription.

Pets in Pain
Since they can’t speak for themselves, what
is the best way to determine when pets are
in pain? Generally, human pain perception is
similar to an animal’s, so if an ear infection is
excruciating for you then it will most likely be
for your pet. Typically, pets won’t cry out unless
in severe or acute pain. Instead they deviate
from their normal routines. Especially in cats,
special attention to unusual behavior, vocalization, body position and gait can provide clues
to pain. Take note of these signs:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Panting, trembling or shaking
Growling, hissing, or even purring
Increased sleeping or hiding
Unwillingness or inability to move or walk
Restlessness or pacing
Failure to groom
Decreased or absent appetite
Inappropriate elimination outside litter box
Guarding a specific body area
Flattened ears, hunched back or
tucked abdomen
• Limping, stiffness or avoiding stairs
This list is certainly not exhaustive but simply
a guideline. Take note that some signs may
suggest an anxious or stressed pet, or one
experiencing other medical issues.

Looping Noodle
It is particularly important not to dismiss older
pets’ issues simply as natural consequences
of aging. Senior pets may desire engaging in
playtime, only to find excessive movement too

Technically Speaking is written by Certified Veterinary Technician,
Lyn T. Garson, to address basic information on animal health issues
and how they needn’t be barriers to adopting a great pet.

Technically Speaking
To submit a question for consideration in a future edition
of Technically Speaking, call us at 860-242-9999, ext. 301,
or e-mail editor@ourcompanions.org.
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Noodle receiving treatment from the Assisi Loop®
painful. Diminishing function and mobility may
indicate a progressive disability, however, once
pain is appropriately managed, overall activity
levels may increase, even reverting back to
that of younger years.
As for my own cat, 20-year-old one-eyed
Noodle, the Assisi Loop® literally saved her
life. Noodle’s symptoms of spinal osteoarthritis
improved significantly after only four days of
daily loop treatments. The true test, however,
presented itself weeks later when Noodle
suddenly stumbled into the kitchen howling
and panting, and then collapsed. Emergency
x-rays confirmed the previously diagnosed
osteoarthritis, however, no disorders were
found within her heart, lungs or elsewhere. Her
blood tests also revealed no life-threatening
abnormalities and yet there she was seemingly
at death’s door, unable to eat or move. Considering Noodle’s adverse reactions to various
pharmaceuticals in the past, I prepared for
the worst, struggling to decide if it might be
time to say goodbye. As a last-ditch effort that
night, I treated her numerous times with the
Assisi Loop®. Amazingly, the very next morning
Noodle sat up and ate all her food. Within one
week of the event she not only resumed her
normal routines but even played chase with a
ball and leaped off the cat tree!
The American Animal Hospital Association
(AAHA) and the American Association of Feline
Practitioners (AAFP) both updated their guidelines last year embracing advances in pain
management by incorporating non-pharmaceutical treatment options such as electromagnetic field technology, laser therapy and
other therapeutic modalities. Effective pain
management can reduce premature incidence
of euthanasia, accelerate healing and greatly
enhance quality of life. Clinical research supports these findings, but for further proof, just
ask Noodle.
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The Scoop

Caring for Your Cat When You’re Immunocompromised
On days when feline parents feel down, we
turn to our furry companions for comfort.
Unfortunately, one subset of pet owners most
in need of their cat’s affection is unable to
relish it due to severe medical problems.

• Keep your cat indoors: Though we may be
tempted to let our furry pals loose to prowl, the
outside world presents numerous hazards. It is
easier to prevent infection or injury to your cat
inside where you have some degree of control.

Individuals who are immunocompromised
have immune systems that are often incapable of combating infections that do not
normally impact healthier people. The threat
of zoonoses – bacterial or parasitic diseases
transferred from animal to human – leads
some doctors to advise patients to give up
companion animals.

• Practice safe food handling: Avoid crosscontamination between utensils, dishes, and
bowls and those dishes used for your cat.
Remember to wash your hands after preparing
your cat’s dinner. It is beneficial to feed your
cat commercially prepared food instead of
raw meat or table scraps, as it adds an extra
layer of safety. Furthermore, make sure that
your cat’s beverage of choice is water from a
designated bowl and not the toilet. Cats who
drink from toilets are exposed to unsanitary
conditions that put human owners at risk for
zoonoses.

Such a scenario is devastating for both owner
and pet. Owners feel pressured to relinquish
a valued family member, while pets are left
homeless. There are, however, ways in which
immunocompromised persons can reduce
the risk of disease and safely interact with
their cat.

Strategies to Prevent Exposure
to and Transmission of
Zoonoses
• Speak with your medical professionals
(physician and veterinarian): The first step is
gathering information. You will need to talk
with your doctor and your pet’s veterinarian
to identify potential zoonoses that you could
contract.
• Keep your pet healthy: There is no substitute for regular veterinary visits. Maintain your
cat’s vaccinations as well as periodic worm
and flea prevention and control. If you haven’t
already, get your cat tested for FIV and FeLV. If
your cat displays symptoms of illness, schedule an examination.

• Maintain litter box etiquette: Remove litter
boxes from dining areas and kitchens. If you
don’t already, use disposable pan liners.
Immunocompromised individuals should find
someone healthy to clean litter boxes, but if
this is not an option, wear gloves and a mask,
and be sure to wash your hands afterward.
• Protect your skin: Keep your cat’s nails
short, but do not declaw. Declawing may lead
to biting. Use a toy to play with your cat, rather
than your bare hand, and keep a towel or blanket handy to serve as a barrier when cuddling.
Having a few different interactive toys will allow
you to play with your cat and stimulate their
natural instincts while protecting you from
rough contact with claws or teeth. Should your
skin be broken in spite of these measures,
clean the injury with soap and water, apply a
topical antibiotic such as Neosporin, and cover

Karen Aseltine is the Sanctuary Feline Behavior Manager and Caregiver
at the Our Companions Sanctuary. Karen is a Certified Cat Behavior
Counselor and serves as one of our resident “kitty psychologists.”
She receives questions every day about cat behavior. This column will
highlight the most commonly asked questions.

The Scoop

To submit a question for consideration in a future edition
of The Scoop, call us at 860-242-9999, ext. 301,
or e-mail editor@ourcompanions.org.
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By William Wilson

it with a bandage. Be sure to treat even the
most minor cuts, and seek medical attention
at the first signs of infection.
• Avoid sharing sleeping space: Though the
temptation is there, cats should not occupy
your bed space. Keep cats out of the bedroom
and provide them with their own sleeping area.

Health Benefits of Keeping
Your Cat
Although there is some risk in having a cat
if you are immunocompromised, the above
recommendations should help reduce this
risk. The benefits of having a pet often far
outweigh the hazards. For example, cats
provide companionship and decrease the risk
of depression for pet owners. The distraction,
routine, and responsibility associated with
caring for a cat can reduce anxiety and stress.
This can positively impact one’s physical wellbeing, potentially decreasing blood pressure,
lowering the risk of heart disease and stroke,
and improving immune function.
When faced with a compromised immune
system, you must ultimately make the right
decision for you. Just remember that emotional health is as important as physical health,
and by heeding a few precautions, you and
your cat can live safely and happily sharing
laughs and purrs aplenty.

Marie’s Den

Helpful Tips for Walking Multiple Dogs	

By Jessica Beganski

If you have multiple dogs and walk them at
the same time, you may have experienced one
or all of these behaviors: barking, dragging,
aggression, pulling, going in opposite directions, teaming up and out of control behavior. Marie Joyner, Our Companions Canine
Operations Director, reports that bad behavior
on the leash is one of the most common
problems that owners of multiple dogs want
to correct.
Marie warns that walking multiple dogs at the
same time can be chaotic and possibly dangerous without proper training. Even if dogs
are well-mannered separately, putting two
dogs together in such a stimulus-rich environment can result in their reacting to each other
and feeding off one another’s misbehaviors.
She advises clients that the best solution is
probably the simplest – walk dogs separately.
Walking your canine companions separately
has many benefits. First, a walk is a wonderful time for special, one-on-one bonding that
multiple dogs don’t often get with their owner.
Walking each dog separately allows you to
work on training, building your relationship and
spending some nice quality time with each
other. Secondly, walking dogs separately gives
them a rest from each other. Imagine if you
spent every day, all day with someone – you
might want a change, too.
Your dogs don’t need to do everything together
and they don’t need exactly the same things.
Marie recommends, in fact, that you do treat
dogs differently. Perhaps one of your dogs
needs a longer walk than the other, or needs
to be walked less frequently. You could take
one dog on a longer hike and treat your other
dog to shorter daily walks. The time you may
need to spend actually walking your dogs

separately may be greater but the time spent
together may be so much more pleasant for all
of you.

both dogs, then it’s definitely possible to do so.
But it’s a commitment and you have to work at
it consistently over time,” says Marie.

One of the worries that owners with multiple
dogs have is leaving the other dog(s) behind.
Marie has a great solution: when you leave
your other dog(s) home, give them a special
treat. Put them in a crate if you need to but be
sure to leave them with something special that
they don’t get every day – a Kong® toy filled
with a treat, for example. The dog you’re leaving home will enjoy the treat and you’ll enjoy a
nice long walk with the other dog.

Whether you decide to walk your canine
companions separately as Marie suggests or
invest the time and effort to train them to walk
together, there’s no doubt that walking your
dogs can and should be a positive experience
for everyone.

Marie acknowledges that some people really
want their dogs to walk together. “If you’re
willing to put in the time and effort to first train
each dog separately to walk on a leash, and
then train them to walk together using the
same training technique each time and with

Our Companions Canine Operations Director, Marie Joyner, receives
questions every day about dogs and their behavioral issues.
Marie’s Den answers some of the more commonly asked questions.

Marie’s Den
To submit a question for consideration in a future edition
of Marie’s Den, call us at 860-242-9999, ext. 301,
or e-mail editor@ourcompanions.org.
www.OurCompanions.org | Spring 2016

If you’re interested in improving your dog’s
skills and walking etiquette, remember that
Our Companions offers an extensive array
of training classes at the Valerie Friedman
Program Center. Check OurCompanions.org
for a current class schedule.

Do you have an idea
for a future article in
Our Companions News?
Email us at
susanl@ourcompanions.org
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Marketplace
Volunteer with your dog!
Therapy Dog Training Classes Now Forming
Manchester, Farmington, Willington
Sponsored by Tails of Joy, Inc. Animal Assisted Therapy

Your Cat’s Family Doctor
for over 21 years!
Contact Sue Gagnon 860-466-0759







tedsuedoghouse233@yahoo.com

w w w. Tails of Joy.org

Leaving Again?

Do you have someone to care
for your pet when you’re away?
We offer: Pet Sitting Services
Vacation Services • Mid-Day Dog Walks
Call for a free consultation

860-231-0494

Client and
Veterinary
Recommended






“We treat your pets like family”
WestHartfordPetSitters.com

whpetsitters@yahoo.com • Bonded & Fully Insured

Custom software applications
and database systems
to help your business compete in a demanding marketplace.
Sales Support · Ordering Systems
Reporting Applications






Information solutions that enhance efficiency,
save time and reduce costs.




JTechWorks, LLC



Rocky Hill

860-563-5930


Putting Your Information to Work
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JTechWorks.com
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ideas
ideals
impact

Glenmede is proud to support

OUR COMPANIONS ANIMAL RESCUE

Glenmede was created as an independent trust company nearly 60
years ago to serve as investment manager and trustee of the Pew
family’s charitable interests. Today, we manage $30 billion for
high-net-worth individuals and families, endowments, foundations
and institutional clients. Please contact Steve Brandfield at
212-328-7332 or steve.brandfield@glenmede.com for a personal
conversation.

glenmede.com

Journal Inquirer

The JI Tells It Like It Is. Somebody Has To.
Serving the following communities with local,
state and national news, weather and sports
East Windsor, Enfield, Somers,
Suffield, Windsor, Windsor Locks,
Andover, Bolton, Coventry,
East Hartford, Hebron, Manchester
Ellington, South Windsor,
Stafford, Tolland, Vernon
306 Progress Dr., Manchester, CT

860-646-0500 • 800-237-3606
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Veronica

Hera
Hera is a beautiful, sweet, yet shy Shepherd Mix. Now 5 years
old, Hera came to us two years ago from a municipal pound
after experiencing some difficult days as a young pup. Since
coming to the Sanctuary, Hera has blossomed into a truly
wonderful dog, and her big, sad eyes are hard to resist! Hera
can take some time to warm up to new people and, though
friendly with other dogs, would love to have her forever family
all to herself. This gorgeous girl would love nothing more than
a quiet, calm home where she can get plenty of exercise and
even more down time to curl up on a comfy couch or cozy
bed. We are sure Hera will be a wonderful companion for her
perfect match!

Veronica is a stunning tabby cat with a beautiful coat and an
adorable little personality. Veronica recently moved to a new room
at the Sanctuary and has truly come out of her shell! She loves to
stand up on her hind legs and peer out the door at her neighbors.
Though interested in other kitties, she would prefer not to live with
them in her new home. Veronica loves to be petted and will hop
up on a warm lap for some snuggles. She also enjoys interactive
games and takes full advantage of her numerous scratch posts and
toys. This gorgeous kitty has some minor recurring eye issues that
are easily managed and do not seem to bother her. Veronica loves
people and is waiting patiently for her forever family to welcome
her home!

Learn more about Hera by calling Our Companions
at 860-242-9999 or email AnnMarie@ourcompanions.org.

Learn more about Veronica by calling Our Companions
at 860-242-9999 or email Michelle@ourcompanions.org.

