
Three years ago, Our Companions was founded on the core belief that no pet should
ever be homeless and that the senseless killing of healthy pets across our state must
come to an end.  With the donation of 43 acres in Ashford, we knew that our dream
could take a physical, solid shape with the creation of an animal sanctuary and resource
center.  

Sanctuary is More than Bricks and Mortar. Although several years from opening its
doors, the actual sanctuary has served as a unifying symbol of humanity and 
compassion for many of our volunteers and donors.  But amazingly, the concept of 
sanctuary and its ideals are capable of existing without any physical structure.  We’ve
proved over the last three years that you don’t need a location to change lives and
change the way people think.  

The sanctuary will be an incredible place, where homeless pets will receive love, care
and the time they deserve to heal from their emotional and physical wounds.  Once
healed, many pets will be placed into new and loving homes.  Those who cannot find
homes will spend the rest of their days at the sanctuary as part of a community of other
animals and loving human caretakers.  

But even if there were 100 animal sanctuaries in Connecticut, pet homelessness and euthanasia would
still be issues because the underlying causes would still be present.  Pets become homeless for a myriad
of social, economic and attitudinal reasons.  These issues must be addressed in conjunction with the
building of the sanctuary through a myriad of programs  - many of which Our Companions is already
delivering, transforming the way people think of pets by providing lifesaving programs every day.  

Building a Foundation To date, Our Companions has:
• Co-founded and leads the state’s first coalition of non-profit animal organizations, the Animal Welfare

Federation of Connecticut (AWFCT).
• Serviced over 300 clients with dog training and behavioral consultations.
• Helped control local pet populations and prevented animals from ending up in shelters through public

outreach and spay/neuter services.
• Built a cadre of more than 2,000 dedicated and informed animal activists.
• Rescued over 250 animals through our rescue outreach program.

What’s Going on in Ashford? In the last few years, much progress has been made in Ashford to make
way for the actual building of the first animal sanctuary and resource center in Connecticut.  Our
Companions and its many volunteers have completed the following:
• Large waste removal from the Ashford property was completed.  27 tons of abandoned metal debris 

was removed and recycled, as was invasive shrubbery and trees and abandoned farm chemicals.
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Quote of Compassion

Waste no more time talking about great souls and how they should 
be. Become one yourself! 

- Marcus Aurelius Antoninus

By Susan Linker, CEO, Our Companions 
No Pet Should Ever Be Homeless

P.O. Box 673
Bloomfield, CT 06002

(860) 242-9999

Our Companions Domestic Animal Sanctuary, a nonprofit organization, is a
leader in the movement to end the unnecessary euthanasia of pets in Connecticut.
We are building a domestic animal sanctuary, providing low-cost training and
educational services and creating a statewide partnership among animal welfare
agencies to address the root causes of pet homelessness.

Herbie is one of the many awesome pets who
have been featured in our rescue outreach 
e-mails.  He’s still looking for a place to call
home.   

For more about Herbie or to see others like
him,  visit www.ourcompanions.org and look
for Rescue Outreach under News and Events.
You can also sign up to receive updates via 
e-mail.  



With Valentine’s Day right around the corner, now is the time to show your love with a stunning pet portrait.  Through the month of
February, Studio 970 Photography of West Hartford will donate a portion of their sales proceeds on pet photography to Our
Companions.  Looking for a valentine’s gift?  Have a portrait taken of your beloved pet to give to your sweetheart or even give
yourself this wonderful gift.  If you don’t have time to have a portrait taken in February, a gift certificate purchased at Studio 970
Photography by the end of the month can be used at any time. 

Studio 970 Photography’s work, as you can see below, is truly beautiful.  The portraits, taken by owners/artists Lisa Asp and
Paulette Mertes, are meant to capture the unique personality and character of each of their subjects.  These are photographs that
will last a lifetime and commemorate the love you have for your pets and the love they give you in return.

To find out more about this promotion or to see more samples of their work, visit www.studio970.com or call
(860) 521-9701 for more information.  

Based on the turnout at the November 12th Connecticut Cares for Cats Conference, the answer is a resounding yes!  Over 200
animal welfare professionals gathered to hear some of the nation’s leading experts discuss humane solutions for reducing cat 
overpopulation in our state. 

The impressive roster of speakers included Becky Robinson, National Director, Alley Cat Allies;
Ed Boks, Executive Director, NYC Animal Care & Control; Holly Sizemore, Feral Fix Program
Director, Best Friends Animal Society and NMHP Utah; Esther Mechler, Director, SPAY/USA;
Bryan Kortis, Executive Director, Neighborhood Cats; Debora M. Bresch, Esq., Legislative
Liaison, ASPCA; Stacy LeBaron, President, Merrimack River Feline Rescue Society; and Peter
Marsh, Esq., Founder of Solutions to Overpopulation of Pets. 

Attendees represented over 70 shelters and rescue organizations, as well as veterinarians, animal
control professionals, individual rescuers and concerned citizens.  "We were delighted to have so
many representatives from the animal welfare community come together for the common goal of
helping cats.  Sponsored by the Petco Foundation, this was Connecticut’s first-ever statewide 
conference and the turnout proved that we all see the importance of working together to help end
cat overpopulation." (Susan Linker, President, Animal Welfare Federation of Connecticut) 

Here’s what some of our attendees had to say: "This was a very informative seminar.  I was
impressed with the level of professionalism of not only the speakers but also the entire 
presentation of the meeting.  It was an opportunity for our Animal Welfare Committee to meet

people who will be great contacts for us in the future.  We expect to maintain our communication lines with AWFCT and work
toward common goals." (Dr. Larry Nieman, President-Elect of the Connecticut Veterinary Medical Association) 

“This was a wonderful conference! I hope to see more like it.” (Greg Simpson, Meriden Humane Society, Inc.) 

“It was great to get the chance to meet with other groups so we can band together and accomplish what we can’t do alone.”
(Virginia Van Norden, Forgotten Felines, Inc.) 

For more information about the Connecticut Cares for Cats Conference, please contact us at info@awfct.org.

• The hiking trails have been designed and cut.  
• Met with local and state agencies including the Town of Ashford Zoning Committee 

and the Inland/Wetlands and Dam Safety divisions of the State of Connecticut 
Department of Environmental Protection.

• Began a relationship with Trinity College whereby students are actively conducting 
research and will ultimately develop a plan to improve the health of the 7-acre 
Harakaly’s Pond on the property.

• Worked in partnership with Kaestle-Boos Associates to create a strategic plan and 
concept renderings for the project (some of which are within this newsletter, with 
more available on-line at www.ourcompanions.org).

• Vegetation was cleared off of the dam of Harakaly’s Pond which had been over
grown for nearly ten years.

• Obtained an in-kind pledge by a local company to demolish the current building on 
the property, an estimated value of more than $250,000.

Raising the Sanctuary With so much ground work laid, Our Companions is pleased
to officially announce that we are officially kicking off our $15 Million, 10-year 
capital campaign, Home for Good: A Place for Our Companions. The enclosed 
pull-out details the plan, as well as the opportunities you have to support our work.  
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Raising the Sanctuary, (cont.)

Emerald is one of the many gorgeous cats 
featured through Our Companions’ rescue 
outreach e-mails.  To find out more about
Emerald, visit www.ourcompanions.org and
look for Rescue Outreach under News and
Events.  You  can also sign up to receive these
updates via e-mail.  

Does Connecticut Care for Cats? 
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Love Your Pet - Pet Portrait Fundraiser

On December 3rd, Our Companions honored the work of over 50 volunteers by hosting our first annual Holiday Volunteer
Appreciation Party.  While we truly appreciate everyone’s service, a few volunteers received a special award in recognition of their
tremendous efforts over the year.  We are pleased to have awarded the following people our Volunteer Excellence Award for 
outstanding service to Our Companions. 

Terri Ayers, Special Events Director.  Terry has been instrumental in organizing all of our events, including our Dogman Classic
Golf Tournament, Connecticut Cares for Cats Conference and the media event in Bushnell Park in
Hartford, where we “unleashed” our plans to build the resource center and sanctuary. 

Anne Kutscher, Volunteer Coordinator: With a background in human resources,
Anne is the perfect volunteer coordinator.  Not only does Anne perfectly place our
volunteers to maximize the scope and efficiency of our programs, but she also
finds many creative ways to let our valued volunteers know how much we
appreciate their many contributions. 

Risa Davison, Lead Trainer.  Risa is one of the talented and dedicated trainers in our
Lead training program.  Each Sunday, you will find Risa conducting classes and leading many of our training
programs.  When she’s not teaching classes, she travels to people’s homes evaluating and recommending 
behavioral regiments to help dogs who may not be ready for a class environment. 

Jeannie, Office Administrator. Day or night, you’re likely to find Jeannie at our
office in Bloomfield.  When Jeannie’s not in the office, she’s working on the next 
plan for a fundraiser or is serving on one of our committees.  As if that’s not enough,

Jeanie is a master at procuring goods that are necessary for the organization’s programs and events; and,
she is one of our most generous in-kind donors. 

Thank you to Terri, Anne, Risa and Jeannie for your outstanding service to Our Companions.  We couldn’t
do it without you!

Event Honors Our Companions Volunteers

Ed Boks, Executive Director, 
NYC Animal Care & Control
was one of our speakers.




